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Inflation in
Kuwait up
0.8% in March
KUWAIT: Inflation rates on annual basis in
Kuwait rose by 0.8 percent in March, com-
pared to the same period in 2018, according
to the Centra l  Stat ist ica l  Off ice (CSO).
Inflation rate on a monthly basis dropped 0.18
percent last March compared to last February,
CSO said yesterday. Food prices rose 1.03
percent, while tobacco and cigarettes rose
9.02 percent. Moreover, clothing went up 0.38
percent and domestic services dropped 60
percent, it added. Meanwhile, home furniture
and maintenance rose 2.40 percent, health
group went up 2.77 percent and transporta-
tion rose 1.94 percent. CSO also noted that
telecommunication rose six percent, culture
and entertainment went up two percent and
education rose 1.85 percent. Restaurants and
hotels group saw a drop of 0.17 percent, while
other commodities and services went down
0.46 percent.  —KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Spokesman of Kuwait’s Public Anti-
Corruption Authority (Nazaha) Mohammad Buzubar
said the authority received a complaint against a
department director and a supervisor over a contract
with the Ministry of Public Works, and a director of a
project at a contracting company over suspicions of
corruption by the said persons. He said the authority
carried out investigations and heard testimonies of the
whistleblower and witnesses. He said the authority con-
cluded that there are serious suspicions against the
suspects of stealing public funds and forgery according
to articles 10 of law 1/1993 with regards to public funds
protection, and articles 257 and 48 of law 16/1960, so
the authority sent the complaint to the public prosecu-
tion to take action.

KD 608.3 million
The 2019/2020 fiscal year budget of the Public

Authority for Manpower has been compiled and
reached KD 608.3 million, Deputy Director General for
Manpower and Financial Affairs Sultan Al-Shaalani

said, adding that the finance ministry approved it and is
waiting for approval by the National Assembly.
Shaalani said the 2018/2019 budget was KD 558 mil-
lion and its closing account is being prepared. He said

the total revenues for the fiscal year 2018/2019 were
KD 70.42 million, while revenues of 2017/2018 reached
KD 67.1 million. Revenues from the electronic portal for
the 2018/2019 fiscal year reached KD 42.566 million,
while 2017/2018 revenues were KD 36.643 million.

Illegal entry
Nuwaiseem customs officers caught a Pakistani man

who attempted to enter Kuwait in a truck from Saudi
Arabia. Inspectors searched the truck following tips,
and found the man hiding in a box under the truck. The
driver confessed to receiving money in exchange of
making him enter the country.

End of year exams
An educational source said a meeting will be held by

the managers’ council today to decide the timings of
the end of year exams due to start on May 7 - the sec-
ond day of Ramadan - for grades 5 to 11.  The exams
are expected to start at 9:00 am or 9:30 am based on

the working hours that the Civil Service Commission
will decide for government departments. Thursday is
expected to be the last day for students before they
take their pre-finals’ break. 

‘Serious suspicions’ in corruption
case watchdog sent to prosecution

Manpower authority eyes KD 608.3 million budget for 2019/2020

School finals to
start 9:00 am

or 9:30 am

Kuwaiti Cabinet
holds weekly 
meeting
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Cabinet held its weekly meeting
yesterday headed by Acting Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh revealed the contents of
the discussions in a Cabinet statement. The talks began
as the ministers welcomed the visit of Mauritania’s
President Mohamed Ould Abdelaziz. They were then
briefed on a visit to Kuwait by UN Special Coordinator
for the Middle East Peace Process Nickolay Mladenov.
The UN official expressed gratitude and appreciation
for the historic role assumed by Kuwait in support of
the Middle East affair, read the statement. Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the ministers on his
attendance of a recent Arab League urgent meeting on
Palestine. During the talks, Arab ministers announced
their fierce rejection of any proposed plan or deal on
Palestine that does not comply with UN resolutions. He
also commended Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas’ speech that praises Kuwait’s supportive role as
a Security Council member of Palestinian affairs.

The Cabinet reiterated that the planned interpella-
tion of Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, requested by two law-
makers, is a constitutional right granted to every

National Assembly member. In relation to international
affairs, the ministers hailed as an accomplishment Saudi
Arabia’s success in foiling a planned terrorist attack by
four IS members. They also pledged Kuwait’s support
of all Saudi efforts aimed at tackling terrorism and
ensuring the security and stability of the Kingdom and
the region. In turn, they announced their fierce con-

demnation of the recent multiple explosive attacks that
targeted churches and hotels across Sri Lanka, leading
to hundreds of deaths and injuries. The ministers also
expressed sorrow over the fire that struck Notre-Dame
Cathedral in Paris, leading to heavy losses in the struc-
ture, regarded an important religious, cultural and his-
toric icon. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs
the Cabinet’s weekly meeting. —KUNA

Workshop discusses
forced labor in
Kuwait
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The International Federation of Journalists
(IFJ), in cooperation with the International Labor
Organization (ILO), is organizing a two-day training
workshop on ‘Reporting on Forced Labor and Fair
Recruitment’. The workshop is being held in collabo-
ration with the Kuwait Journalists Association (KJA)
on April 23 and 24, 2019.

Yesterday, an editorial roundtable discussion was
held to introduce the topics that will be discussed
during the workshop. The main topics include ‘forced
labor and fair recruitment’, ‘is forced labor practiced
in Kuwait and how’, ‘the impact of reporting on these
issues whether better or worse’, ‘the challenges of
reporting these issues in Kuwait’, ‘guide to reporting
expat issues and fair recruitment conditions’, and
other issues.

Officials from IFJ spoke about some of their experi-
ences in witnessing and covering forced labor in vari-
ous countries. They also spoke about some challenges
that reporters face when doing their work. Moneer

Zarour, Head of Policies and Programs in the Middle
East at IFJ, said the IFJ team aims to collaborate with
journalists in the Gulf region for solutions to the prob-
lems and crisis this profession faces. He also highlight-
ed some of the issues that will be discussed during the
workshop, including concerns on the future of journal-
ism and freedom of speech, among other issues.

Local journalists shared their experiences in cover-
ing and reporting laborers’ problems or strikes. They
also mentioned some of the new regulations and laws
in the past few years and how they affected the labor
market in Kuwait. Representatives from the Kuwait
labor union, human rights organization and other insti-
tutions also attended the roundtable discussion.

KUWAIT: Participants attend an editorial roundtable discussion held to introduce the topics that will be dis-
cussed during a workshop on ‘Reporting on Forced Labor and Fair Recruitment’. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

‘Unprecedented
rise’ in drugs,
liquor seizures
KUWAIT: Drugs and liquor seized in Kuwait in
2018 recorded an unprecedented rise, raising a red
flag for all those concerned, Al-Qabas reported
yesterday. An informed source said the drugs
weighed 1,489 kg, 1,264 kg of which was hashish, 61
kg of shabu (methamphetamine), 2 kg opium, 69 kg
marijuana, 1.250 kg cocaine, 27 kg heroin, 41 kg
qat, 24 kg ‘chemical’ (synthetic marijuana with
added chemicals), 26 million illicit tablets and
49,000 liquor bottles.

The source said contacts are being made with the
Iraqi and Iranian sides to control the border, indicating
the lack of strict supervision at the Iraqi borders, which
smugglers are taking advantage of. He said Kuwait’s
territorial waters between Iraq and Iran are considered
a hotbed of activity by organized gangs. He said the
confiscated amounts indicate the existence of loop-
holes at Kuwait’s border outlets despite the advanced
systems that were installed to discover drugs.

Detective killed
A detective at the weapons collection department

was killed when a bullet penetrated his abdomen and
exited from his back while he was cleaning his pistol
at home, Al-Rai reported yesterday. The body was
recovered by the coroner and investigations are
being conducted to find out exactly what happened.

Sexual harassment
An American woman said a man approached her

at a food supplement store and surprised her by
touching her chest, Al-Rai reported yesterday
quoting a police source. She screamed for help,
prompting the suspect to escape. The suspect is a
friend of the salesman at the store, and detectives
are working on the case. In a separate incident in
Hawally, a Filipina woman told police that the own-
er of a fruit and vegetable store pressed hard
against her chest, but she was able to break loose.
She then headed to the police station and lodged a
complaint. A police source said the victim com-
plained of severe pain and was taken to hospital.
Separately, a Syrian man working at a women’s gar-
ments store touched sensitive parts of a Kuwaiti
woman, and tried to pull her behind the counter.
She screamed for help, so he let go of her. The citi-
zen called police and told them what happened, so
a patrol was sent and the woman led them to the
store, where the suspect was arrested. The Syrian
confessed to also behaving the same way with an
expat. He was sent to the public prosecution.

—Translated by Kuwait Times from the Arabic press

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry held a
funeral yesterday for policeman
Mohammad Al-Enezi, who passed away
in an accident while on duty on Saturday.
Ministry’s Undersecretary Lt General
Essam Al-Naham and other officers were
present at the funeral. Meanwhile, Acting
Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah offered his condolences to the
family of the deceased policeman.

Deceased policeman laid to rest

KUWAIT: The deceased policeman’s body is carried to be laid to rest.

Interior Ministry officials pay their respects.
Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lt General Essam Al-Naham offers his
condolences.

Acting Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah offers
his condolences to the victim’s family.


