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Timothy Olyphant bonded with Luke Perry while film-
ing ‘Once Upon a Time in Hollywood’.  The pair met
for the first time when they were cast as James Stacy

and Wayne Maunder in the upcoming Quentin Tarantino
film and the 50-year-old actor thinks his late pal - who
died after suffering a stroke aged 52 last month - will be
much missed at the movie’s upcoming premiere. Speaking
to Variety, he said: “What a lovely guy. Just a lovely guy.
I’m going to miss him at that premiere. I’m going to miss
him. I’m going to miss him anyway.”  “We just met on the
film, but the two of us showed up, and we kept looking at
each other like, ‘How’d we get in? I don’t know who let us
in, but they let us in.”  “There were so many moments
where it just felt like the two of us would look at each other
and we both had the same look on our face, which is, ‘Not
bad. Here we are.’” Timothy went on to praise the
‘Riverdale’ star as “the best kind of actor” and a true
“craftsman”.  He said: “I haven’t met anyone who’s ever said
a bad thing about the guy, and that was my experience
hanging out with him and working with him. He was the
best kind of actor. He was a craftsman.” The ‘Santa Clarita
Diet’ star added that Luke - who had 18-year-old Sophie
and 21-year-old Jack with ex-wife Rachel Sharp - was a
family man who was “all about the work”.  

Olyphant recalls ‘moment’
shared with Perry on Once
Upon a Time in Hollywood 

Thompson says Thor: Ragnarok sequel has been pitched 

Tessa Thompson says Marvel are considering another ‘Thor’
sequel with Taika Waititi returning as director.  The 35-
year-old actress - who plays Valkyrie in the Marvel Cine-

matic Universe films opposite Chris Hemsworth as the titular
character - confirmed a pitch for a follow-up to the latest edition
of the superhero’s standalone story, ‘Thor: Ragnarok’, has been
submitted and she believes the 43-year-old filmmaker has been
asked to helm the project.  Speaking to the LA Times, she said: “I
don’t know how real that intel is, but I hear that the pitch has hap-
pened, I think the idea is Taika would come back.” ‘Thor: Rag-
narok’- which saw Taika voice fan favourite character Korg -
followed the film’s hero fighting his way out of deadly gladiatorial
contest that pit him against his former ally and fellow Avenger the
Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) , after being imprisoned on the other side of
the universe.  Thor’s quest for survival led him in a race against
time to prevent the all-powerful Hela from destroying his home
world and the Asgardian civilisation. The latest edition to the MCU
is the upcoming ‘Avengers: Endgame’, which is set for release on
25 April and will end phase three of the universe - wrapping up
11 franchises and 22 films. 

M Night Shyamalan cried 
over bad Glass reviews 
MNight Shyamalan cried when he heard ‘Glass’ had poor reviews.  The

48-year-old filmmaker admitted that upon learning his superhero
movie - which is a sequel to ‘Unbreakable’ and ‘Split’ and is the final

chapter in his ‘Eastrail 177’ trilogy - was taking a critical beating back in January,
he couldn’t help but break down, despite preparing to make a television ap-
pearance.  Speaking at NYU’s Stern School of Business, where he delivered the
2019 Ashok C. Sani Distinguished Scholar-in-Residence lecture, he said: “I was
in London when I heard the US reviews for ‘Glass’ were poor, I was in a make-
up chair for a TV show, and I cried. But the ‘Sixth Sense’ director went on to
explain that the first reaction to the film - which ended up making nearly $247
million worldwide - were overwhelmingly positive and meant he was even more
upset when he received his negative feedback because he wasn’t “prepared”
for it. He continued: “We’d just come back from the London screenings, which
were through the roof. We had only great screenings of the movie around the
world. So essentially I wasn’t prepared.  “I had this false sense of being a part
of the group in a safe way. But boy, did I feel distraught that day.” Shyamalan
added that although the film’s poor reception made him feel “worthless” the
film’s eventual box office success restored his faith in his own “beliefs”.  

Wiig to reunite with Mumolo
to pen new comedy 

Kristen Wiig is set to reunite with her ‘Brides-
maids’ co-writer Annie Mumolo on a new
comedy.   The 45-year-old actress and co-

median - who penned the Oscar-nominated com-
edy script alongside 45-year-old Annie - has
re-teamed with the ‘Joy’ scribe to create a new Li-
onsgate film, ‘Barb and Star Go to Vista Del Mar’.
The pair will also co-star in the film, which will be
helmed by Josh Greenbaum and female-focused
production company Gloria Sanchez Productions -
founded and led by Jessica Elbaum, Will Ferrell and
Adam McKay - will produce alongside Kristen and
Annie. The movie will tell the story of best pals Barb
and Star (Wiig and Mumolo), who find themselves
tangled up in a villain’s evil plot to kill everyone in
town after leaving their small midwestern town for
the first time to go on vacation in Vista Del Mar.  In
a statement, Greenbaum said: “I’m so excited to be
a part of this movie which showcases Kristen and
Annie’s original, fresh and undeniably hilarious
voice in spades, I’m also always looking for projects
with titles that rhyme, so it really all worked out on
this one.” Lionsgate Motion Picture Group presi-
dent Nathan Kahane added: “It is such an honor
that Kristen and Annie have entrusted us with their
follow-up to ‘Bridesmaids.’  

Ziegler cast in Spielberg’s West Side Story 

Maddie Ziegler is to star in ‘West Side
Story’. The 16-year-old dancer and
actress - who starred in the music

video for Sia’s ‘Chandelier’ and ‘Elastic Heart’ -
will play a member of the Jets in Steven Spiel-
berg’s upcoming big-screen adaptation of the
classic musical.  The filmmaker has also cast
Mike Faist - who starred in Broadway’s
‘Newsies’ - as Riff, the leader of the Jets, while
Puerto Rican singer-and-dancer Ana Isabelle
will play Rosalia. The 72-year-old filmmaker
previously announced that 17-year-old New
Jersey high school student Rachel Zegler would
make her film debut as the film’s female lead
Maria and take on the iconic role - made fa-
mous by Natalie Wood in the original 1961 film
- opposite Ansel Elgort as Tony. The ‘E.T’ di-
rector previously pledged that the lead role of
Maria in his reboot - which follows the love
story of a 1950s Romeo and Juliet who are
caught between two New York gangs, the
American Jets and the Puerto Rican Sharks, - would exclusively go to a Latina actress.  Spiel-
berg previously said: “When we began this process a year ago, we announced that we would
cast the roles of Maria, Anita, Bernardo, Chino and the Sharks with Latina and Latino actors.
I’m so happy that we’ve assembled a cast that reflects the astonishing depth of talent in Amer-
ica’s multi-faceted Hispanic community. — Bang Showbiz


