
By Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: Kuwait ranked 108th out of 180
countries in the 2019 World Press Freedom
Index released yesterday by Reporters Without
Borders, which indicates that the Middle East
and North Africa region continues to be the
most difficult and dangerous for journalists.

Finishing with a global score of 33.86, Kuwait
remained stable, keeping the same ranking it se-
cured in last year’s index. This ranking puts
Kuwait in fifth place in the Arab world after the
Comoros (56) Tunisia (72), Mauritania (94) and
Lebanon (101), and first among Gulf Cooperation
Council states, followed by Qatar (128), Oman
(132), the United Arab Emirates (133), Bahrain
(167) and Saudi Arabia (172).

Norway is ranked first in the 2019 index for
the third year running while Finland (up two
places) has taken second place from the Nether-
lands (down one at 4th). In Africa, the rankings
of Ethiopia (up 40 at 110th) and Gambia (up 30

at 92nd) have significantly improved from last
year’s index. 

At the bottom of the index, both Vietnam
(176th) and China (177th) have fallen one place,
Eritrea (up one place to 178th) is third from last,
and Turkmenistan (down two at 180th) is now
last, replacing North Korea (up one at 179th).

Only 24 percent of the 180 countries and ter-
ritories are classified as “good” or “fairly good,”
as opposed to 26 percent last year. As a result
of an increasingly hostile climate that goes be-
yond Donald Trump’s comments, the United
States (48th) has fallen three places in this year’s
index and the media climate is now classified as
“problematic,” the report noted.

Reporters Without Borders determines the
degree of press and journalist freedom in 180
countries through a qualitative analysis com-
bined with quantitative data which measures:
“abuses and acts of violence against journalists
during the period evaluated. The criteria evalu-
ated in the questionnaire are pluralism, media in-

dependence, media environment and self-cen-
sorship, legislative framework, transparency, and
the quality of the infrastructure that supports the
production of news and information,” according
to the 2019 World Press Freedom Index report. 

The report warned that an intense climate of
fear has been triggered - one that is prejudicial
to a safe reporting environment, noting that the
number of countries regarded as safe, where
journalists can work in complete security, con-

tinues to decline.
“If the political debate slides surreptitiously

or openly towards a civil war-style atmosphere,
in which journalists are treated as scapegoats,
then democracy is in great danger,” Reporters
Without Borders secretary-general Christophe
Deloire said. “Halting this cycle of fear and in-
timidation is a matter of the utmost urgency for
all people of good will who value the freedoms
acquired in the course of history.”
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KMA warns of
doctors’ migration
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Head of Kuwait Medical Association Dr Ahmad Thuwaini
Al-Enezi warned against the migration of Kuwaiti and expat doctors
from public hospitals to the private sector inside Kuwait, or to other
countries due to what he described as the “shaky confidence in the
health system,” as well as obstacles facing medical staff in Kuwait.

“It is our duty to deal with the obstacles and challenges doctors
and the health system are facing, and find a solution for them because

the KMA is the legitimate representative of doctors,” Dr Enezi said.
He added that the current medical practice law is old, fails to keep
up with the latest developments in the field, and does not provide
enough protection for doctors. “KMA carried out its professional role
in cooperation with research establishments and conducted a refer-
endum to get a draft for a new law,” he said, adding that after com-
pleting the final touches on the law, they found ‘disparity of views’
expressed by the health ministry. “We asked for further cooperation
form the ministry to finalize this law which protects patients and doc-
tors alike,” he said.

About bedoon doctors, he said there are nearly 300 doctors who
are qualified to work at the health ministry. “We should not ignore
them, especially with the shortage of doctors “ in Kuwait, he said.
Furthermore, he demanded that the Central Agency for Illegal Resi-
dents provides all facilities for bedoon doctors so that they can be
hired in the medical field. 

Senior citizen
commits suicide
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man in his 60s threw him-
self from a sixth floor apartment in an apparent
suicide. Police found a suicide note in the man’s
apartment in which he said that he was “de-
pressed for years,” and that he was having diffi-
culties running his businesses due to alleged
“demands for bribes” from government employ-
ees. A case was filed for further investigations.

Attempted murder
Farwaniya prosecutor charged three citizens

with attempted murder after they beat and
stabbed another citizen then escaped. A dispute
erupted between the victim and the three sus-
pects, so they beat him severely, stabbed him
three times in the back and arm then escaped. The
victim’s family found him bloodied in front of their
home, so he was taken to Farwaniya hospital be-
fore being transferred to Razi hospital for further
treatment. Detectives are investigating.

Banned from entry
A Saudi national was deported to Bahrain as

passport officers at Kuwait International Airport
discovered that he was banned from entering
Kuwait. The man had arrived from Thailand to
Kuwait as a stopover en route to Saudi Arabia,
but entered the passports control area at Kuwait
airport by mistake. When officers found that he
was banned from entering Kuwait due to security
reasons, orders were made to deport him, but
since flights to Saudi Arabia were not available at
the time, he asked to be deported to Bahrain so
he could drive home from there, and was granted
his wish. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Colonel sentenced to
15 years in co-op
embezzlement case
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The appeals court sentenced a police colonel to
15 years in jail for his involvement in the embezzlement of funds
from the interior ministry’s co-operative society. The court also
sentenced six expatriate employees in the same case to jail
terms ranging between seven and 10 years, and fined them KD
1.68 million in total. One expat was ruled innocent.

Fake news
The Health Ministry denied social media reports claim-

ing that organs were ‘stolen’ from a dead body at the
Sabah health zone. It said in a statement to the press that
such reports were ‘totally false’ and damage Kuwait’s rep-
utation, noting that it will take legal measures against “all
those who harm the health sector” through the spread of
inaccurate news.

Kuwait affirms
Sudan situation
‘internal affair’
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi has affirmed the current situations in
Sudan are an internal affair that should not be interfered with. Otaibi made
his remarks while addressing participants of UNSC special session on
Darfur, noting that UN Secretary General’s recent report indicates that vi-
olations in Darfur have decreased significantly within the past four years.
There is also a relative stability in the region’s security, in addition to the
continued return of the internal refugees to their homeland, added the
Kuwaiti diplomat. He stressed the importance of securing safe, good, and
optional return for the internally displaced persons, particularly in light of
the current difficult circumstances in the Darfur, welcoming the allocation
of $26.5 million as a fund to provide urgent aid for the needy ones. He also
stressed the importance of committing to UNSC resolution 2429/2018 on
mandating the African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur
(UNAMID) for keeping the peace, providing sustainable solutions to those
concerned of conflict, preventing relapse and enabling the Government of
Sudan, civil society, and other actors to prepare for the eventual exit of
UNAMID. — KUNA


