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Dubai assumes that Expo 2020 - which runs from
October 20 next year to April 20, 2021 - will attract
some 25 million visits, Benson said. The economic
impact  includes “direct , indirect  and induced
effects” of the first Expo to be organized in the
Middle East and Africa, he said. The Expo 2010 in
Shanghai drew 93 million visitors, and Expo 2015 in

Milan attracted over 22 million.
Dubai’s government has already spent over $40 bil-

lion on major infrastructure projects related to Expo
including a $2.9 billion new Metro line and an $8 billion
expansion of Al Maktoum International Airport, next to
the Expo site. The Metro line links the $13.4 billion
Dubai South Villages and Dubai Exhibition Centre,
projects currently underway. Al Maktoum Airport, when
complete, will have the capacity to handle 160 million
travellers per year. The 4.4 sq km Expo site south of
Dubai is due to be redeveloped into a full-fledged city
after the Expo, the so-called District 2020, home to a
mega exhibition center and scores of companies,
organizers said.— AFP 

Dubai Expo to 
give $33bn boost...
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Shaheen warned the government that MPs may
resort to grillings if the government does not change its
decision, which works against the main objectives of
attracting Kuwaitis to the private sector, where some
95.6 percent are expatriates.

Head of the Assembly’s human resources develop-
ment panel MP Khalil Al-Saleh said the appointment of
expatriates in public sector jobs has increased, and
charged the government of failing to do enough to cre-

ate more jobs for citizens. The Assembly is expected to
hold a special debate tomorrow on unemployment
among Kuwaitis and MPs have asked the government
to come with complete information and data.

In another development, several MPs yesterday
called on the Assembly to approve a draft law granting
civil and social rights to stateless people (bedoons),
who have been living in the country without nationality
for decades. MP Adnan Abdulsamad criticized those
who have been leading a campaign against the law,
saying that the bill does not call for or facilitate granti-
ng citizenship to bedoons, but only provide them with
basic human rights. MPs Mohammad Hayef and
Abdullah Fahhad urged their colleagues to vote for the
law and labeled as racists those who are mounting
attacks against thousands of bedoons in the country.

MP warns govt 
over labor law...
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cells, blood vessels, ventricles and chambers,” said
Tal Dvir, who led the project. “People have managed to
3D-print the structure of a heart in the past, but not
with cells or with blood vessels,” he said.

But the scientists said many challenges remain
before fully working 3D printed hearts would be avail-
able for transplant into patients. Journalists were shown
a 3D print of a heart about the size of a cherry,
immersed in liquid, at Tel Aviv University yesterday as
the researchers announced their findings, published in
the peer-reviewed journal Advanced Science.
Researchers must now teach the printed hearts “to
behave” like real ones. The cells are currently able to
contract, but do not yet have the ability to pump.

Then they plan to transplant them into animal mod-
els, hopefully in about a year, said Dvir. “Maybe, in 10
years, there will be organ printers in the finest hospitals
around the world, and these procedures will be con-
ducted routinely,” he said. But he said hospitals would
likely start with simpler organs than hearts.

In its statement announcing the research, Tel Aviv
University called it a “major medical breakthrough”.

Cardiovascular disease is the world’s leading cause of
death, according to the World Health Organization, and
transplants are currently the only option available for
patients in the worst cases. But the number of donors is
limited and many die while waiting. When they do benefit,
they can fall victim to their bodies rejecting the transplant
- a problem the researchers are seeking to overcome.

Their research involved taking a biopsy of fatty tissue
from patients that was used in the development of the
“ink” for the 3D print. First, patient-specific cardiac
patches were created followed by the entire heart, the
statement said. Using the patient’s own tissue was impor-
tant to eliminate the risk of an implant provoking an
immune response and being rejected, Dvir said. “The
biocompatibility of engineered materials is crucial to
eliminating the risk of implant rejection, which jeopardiz-
es the success of such treatments,” said Dvir. Challenges
that remain include how to expand the cells to have
enough tissue to recreate a human-sized heart, he said.

Current 3D printers are also limited by the size of
their resolution and another challenge will be figur-
ing out how to print all small blood vessels. But while
the current 3D print was a primitive one and only the
size of a rabbit’s heart, “larger human hearts require
the same technology,” said Dvir. 3D printing has
opened up possibilities in numerous fields, provoking
both promise and controversy. The technology has
developed to include 3D prints of everything from
homes to guns. — AFP 

3D heart with 
human vessels...

ALGIERS: Algeria’s Abdelaziz Bouteflika
may be gone, but his unfinished Great
Mosque of Algiers looms large as a symbol
of his 20-year reign and, many say, his
megalomania. Built with the nation’s vast oil
wealth, the monument on the Bay of Algiers
will be the world’s third biggest mosque
and Africa’s largest, also boasting the tallest
minaret anywhere at 265 m. 

The majestic white building, known
locally as the Djamaa El-Djazair, sprawls
across 20 hectares, and its silhouette can
be seen from across the capital region. But
it has few defenders among the people of
Algiers, where many dismiss it as a vanity
project of the 82-year-old deposed leader
and an immense waste of public money. The
initial cost estimate of 1.2 billion euros ($1.3
billion) has long been overrun and the con-
struction, launched by a Chinese company
in 2012, is more than three years behind
schedule.

“There are mosques every 500 meters in
this country, we didn’t need that,” said an
exasperated 68-year-old Zhora. Algeria,
Africa’s largest country, has more than
20,000 mosques. One of them, a small,
immaculate neighborhood mosque, sits
about 100 m behind the lavish structure in a
residential district where laundry dries on
the balconies of buildings dotted with satel-
lite dishes. A 70-year-old resident sitting
on the sidewalk recounted witnessing the
impressive dome grow day by day from his
window. “It’s true, it’s a masterpiece, but...
what we need are hospitals,” he said.

Algeria, with 40 million inhabitants, does
slightly better than Morocco in terms of
hospital beds per inhabitant, and somewhat

worse than Tunisia, according to the WHO.
The National Agency for Health Institutions
in 2015 noted that Algeria’s university hos-
pitals date to colonial times and are “mostly
a century old”. Health workers’ unions reg-
ularly denounce the lack of medical staff
and equipment in public hospitals. “I have
nothing against this mosque, but these bil-
lions could have been used to improve a
health system that really needs it,” said
Imene, a 26-year-old doctor.  On social net-
works, petitions have been launched to
transform the Great Mosque into “Algeria’s
largest hospital”. 

With space for up to 120,000 faithful,
the Great Mosque of Algiers will be the
world’s third largest after those in Makkah
and Madinah, Islam’s two holiest sites, in
Saudi Arabia. In addition to a 20,000-sq-m
prayer room, it will include a Koranic
school, library, cultural center and vast gar-
dens. To many Algerians, it symbolizes the
misguided vision of a leader who desper-
ately clung to power despite age and ill-
ness, and his backers. “This mosque just
shows that they are all thieves,” said Fella,
52, who has been active in the protest
movement against the “system” since it
began on Feb 22.

She said Bouteflika “wanted to compete”
with regional rivals by overshadowing
Morocco’s Hassan II mosque in Casablanca
and Tunisia’s mosque built by another fallen
autocrat, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. In Algiers,
police still guard the construction site,
which so far is only accessible to the work-
ers. “Bouteflika wanted his mosque, that’s
all. This mosque is his mark,” said Mourad,
a 47-year-old resident. “The worst thing is

that we can’t even get in there,” he added.
A few blocks away, 42-year-old shop

owner Radia commented on the unfinished

dream of Bouteflika, who has rarely been
seen in public following a stroke in 2013 that
affected his speech and left him wheelchair-

bound. “Bouteflika made this great mosque
for himself, and now he won’t even be able to
go and pray in it,” she said. — AFP 
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diversifying the economy to help ride challenges
thrown up by changeable global energy prices and also
by implementing social and lifestyle changes.

On the sporting front, Saudi authorities have already
been busy trying to make it into an international hub,
much as their regional rivals the United Arab Emirates
and Qatar have. Saudi Arabia have recently hosted the
WWE Crown Jewel, a Formula-E race on the streets of

Riyadh and January’s Italian Super Cup between AC
Milan and Juventus, while an exhibition match between
Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal in December was
called off because the latter was injured.

George Groves and Callum Smith battled it out for
the WBA super-middleweight and World Boxing Super
Series (WBSS) titles in Jeddah, while American Dustin
Johnson won the European Tour’s inaugural Saudi
International in February. “In hosting the Dakar Rally
we aim to produce an unbelievable and unforgettable
experience for drivers as they discover the beauty of
Saudi nature and a unique spectacle for motorsport
fans not only in Saudi Arabia but also in the region and
around the world,” said Saudi sports supremo Prince
Abdulaziz. — Agencies  

Dakar Rally 
moving to...

Bouteflika mosque seen as 
monument to megalomania

ALGIERS: This picture shows the Great Mosque of Algiers (Djamaa el Djazair) on April 13, 2019. — AFP 

TRIPOLI/PARIS: Military strongman Khalifa
Haftar’s intended lightning seizure of Libya’s capital
has stalled, but he is unlikely to face real pressure
from abroad to pull back as the arrival of hardline
opponents bolsters his war cry against “terrorism”.
Haftar’s eastern-based Libyan National Army (LNA)
advanced to the outskirts of Tripoli almost two weeks
ago, predicting defections, victory within two days
and joyful women ululating in the streets.

However, the internationally-recognized government
of Prime Minister Fayez Al-Serraj has managed to bog
them down in southern suburbs, thanks largely to
armed groups who have rushed to aid them from vari-
ous western Libyan factions. And instead of ululating,
many women in fact joined a rally on Friday in Tripoli
against the offensive. Haftar, a 75-year-old former gen-
eral in former dictator Muammar Gaddafi’s army, has
been building up troop numbers and intensifying air
strikes in a campaign he is selling as necessary to
restore order and eradicate jihadists.

That, however, is uniting Haftar’s enemies behind
Serraj, who lacks regular forces and needs help, but
may find them difficult to control the longer the war
drags on, analysts say. Renewed conflict has scuppered
for now a UN peace plan for Libya, with a national rec-
onciliation conference planned for this week post-
poned. It also threatens to disrupt oil supplies from the
OPEC member and cause new migration across the sea
to Europe. Diplomats believe Haftar for now will face
no pressure from backers including the United Arab
Emirates, Egypt and France, who still see him as the
best bet to end the chaos and divisions since the oust-
ing of Gaddafi in 2011.

Their case, which undermines calls by former colo-
nial ruler Italy and others for a political solution, is aid-
ed by the arrival of militants in recent days to help
Serraj’s forces. One of them is Salah Badi, a commander
from nearby Misrata port who has Islamist ties and
possible ambitions himself to take Tripoli. In videos
from the frontline, Badi has been seen directing men as
well as a UN-sanctioned people trafficker.

Some hardcore Islamists, previously affiliated to
Ansar Sharia, have also popped up in the fighting,
according to the videos. That group was blamed by
Washington for the 2012 storming of a US diplomatic
compound in Benghazi that killed the ambassador and
three other Americans. France, which has oil assets in
Libya though less than Italy, has called for a ceasefire -
albeit more reluctantly than Rome - while also echoing
Haftar’s narrative that some extremists were among the
Tripoli defenders.

“There is an oversimplification. It is not just Haftar
the baddy against the goodies in Tripoli and Misrata.
There are groups that are at the end of the day allied to
Al-Qaeda on the other side,” said a French diplomatic
source. “Perhaps if those opposed to Haftar had done a
deal with him in 2017, the balance of power would not
have shifted against them,” the source said, referring to
when France brought Haftar and Serraj together for
face-to-face talks in Paris.

Serraj’s government has sought to downplay the
presence of hardliners. “On both sides there are
members accused of being violators,” Mohamed
Siyala, his foreign minister, told reporters. Haftar’s
own troops are swelled by an estimated hundreds of
Salafist Islamists, and one of his commanders is want-
ed by the International Criminal Court over the
alleged summary execution of dozens of people in the
eastern city of Benghazi.

It was there that Haftar in 2014 launched his
“Operation Dignity” campaign, naming his forces an
“army” to try and distinguish from “militias” elsewhere.
He won the Benghazi battle against mainly Islamists in
2017 with covert support from the UAE, Egypt and
France, but some of his defeated foes are now in Tripoli
seeking revenge. Neighboring Egypt’s President Abdel-
Fattah Al-Sisi met Haftar at the weekend in Cairo and in
a statement “confirmed Egypt’s support for efforts to
combat terrorism”.

Wolfram Lacher, a researcher at German think tank
SWP, said there was exaggeration of the presence of
militants in Tripoli for propaganda purposes. “These
elements are a tiny minority of the forces that are fight-
ing against Haftar right now, but this could become a
self-fulfilling prophecy the longer this goes on,” he said.
“So anybody who has an interest in preventing jihadist
mobilization in Libya should have an interest in stop-
ping this war now.” — Reuters 

Offensive stalls, 
but Haftar digs in 

PARIS: Smoke billows as flames rise during a fire at the landmark Notre-Dame Cathedral in central Paris yesterday. — AFP


