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arner Bros’ lighthearted superhero tale “Shazam!”
held on to top spot on its second weekend, taking an
estimated $25.1 million as it kept a flurry of new-
comers at bay, industry watcher Exhibitor Relations

said Sunday. The family-friendly flick stars Asher Angel as Billy
Baston, an unhappy foster kid who is transformed into a mus-
cular, wise-cracking adult superhero (Zachary Levi) when any-
one pronounces the secret word. The film has been a hit with
critics and audiences, scoring 90 and 88 percent respectively
on movie ratings website Rotten Tomatoes and overseas ticket
sales hitting $164 million. Universal’s new release “Little”-
another body-swap comedy, this time with a grown-up
trapped in her teenage self-was runner-up with $15.5 million
on its opening weekend, playing particularly well with female
and African American audiences. Child star Marsai Martin, who
has been in popular ABC sit-com “black-ish” for five years,
pitched the idea for the movie when she was just 10 after being

inspired by 1980s hit “Big,” starring Tom Hanks, in which a
child becomes trapped in his adult body. Martin, 14, is the
youngest producer ever on a major Hollywood production and
plays the younger version of Regina Hall. In third spot was fel-
low newcomer “Hellboy” which posted a disappointing $12 mil-
lion for distributor Lionsgate against expectations of $17-$20
million. The rebooted superhero movie, directed by Neil
Marshall and starring “Stranger Things” actor David Harbour,
was panned by critics who complained about its lack of cohe-
sion and compared it unfavorably to Guillermo del Toro’s 2004
and 2008 entries starring Ron Perlman. Horror film “Pet
Sematary”-a remake of the 1989 film based on the Stephen
King book-took fourth place with an estimated $10 million.
Fifth went to Disney’s “Dumbo,” at $9.1 million. The Tim Burton
remake of the 1941 film tells the story of a small elephant with
huge ears and a powerful desire to be reunited with his mama.

‘Shazam!’ holds off newcomers to top box office again
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rench movie legend Agnes Varda, who died
last month, is the star of this year’s Cannes film
festival poster unveiled yesterday, perched on
the back of one of her technicians. The ever-

playful director-who passed away on March 29 aged 90
— is pictured standing on the back of one of her crouch-
ing male crew to get a shot for her film, “La Pointe
Courte”. The arresting image could even be taken as a
knowing comment on how the industry is finally bending
to women’s will after the #MeToo movement. Last year,
the diminutive Varda and Hollywood star Cate Blanchett
led a red-carpet protest at the festival demanding gender
equality. The director is credited with inventing the
French New Wave with “La Pointe Courte” in 1955, which
was shot on the fly and on a shoestring in the
Mediterranean port of Sete, where she grew up. “Like a
manifesto, this still photo sums up everything about
Agnes Varda,” the festival said. “Her passion, aplomb, and
mischievousness. “Perched on the shoulders of an impas-
sive technician, clinging to a camera... a young woman,
aged 26, (is) making her first film,” it added. The movie,
starring Philippe Noiret, was shown at Cannes and

helped spark one of the most influential movements in
cinema history. A festival spokeswoman told AFP that the
identity of the technician is something of a mystery.
Varda, who later married fellow director Jacques Demy-
the maker of “Lola” and “The Umbrellas of Cherbourg”-
went on to win the Golden Lion at Venice for
“Vagabond” and universal acclaim for her now classic
documentary, “The Gleaners & I”. Last year, she became
the oldest person ever to be nominated for an Oscar for
another documentary, “Faces Places”, having earlier
picked up an honorary Oscar for her career. She was
awarded an honorary Palme d’Or at Cannes in 2015. The
world’s biggest film festival, which sees itself as the
“Olympics of cinema”, will open next month with cult US
director Jim Jarmusch’s “The Dead Don’t Die”. The zom-
bie comedy stars Bill Murray, Adam Driver, Tilda Swinton
and singers Iggy Pop and Tom Waits. The festival, whose
jury this year is headed by the Mexican maestro
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu of “Birdman” and “The
Revenant” fame, runs from May 14 to 25.

Women on top: Varda is 
star of Cannes festival poster
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Gunn ‘knew’ his 
brother James was 
‘cut out’ for Guardians
of the Galaxy 

ames Gunn’s brother Sean “knew from the
beginning” that the director was “really cut
out” for ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’. The 52-
year-old director was recently re-hired by

Disney to helm the third instalment in the Marvel trilogy
after being fired when a string of controversial old
Twitter posts resurfaced and Sean - who plays Kraglin in
the Marvel Cinematic Universe films - insisted he always
thought the franchise was “exactly the perfect kind of
project” for his brother. Speaking to ComicBook.com,
Sean said: “I think I always knew from the beginning that
my brother James was really cut out for the job.  “You
know like I knew when he was hired that like, wow, this is
exactly the perfect kind of project for him. “So I had high
hopes that we would make something good, you know?
Then I read the script and I’m like, ‘This is fantastic!’ “If
we’re able to actually make the movie as written on the
page, make it pop the way that it does from reading the
first script, we’re really going to have something here,
and I think I was one of the most optimistic people on set
from the word go.” As for when he knew the ‘Guardians’
films were going to be a hit, the ‘Gilmore Girls’ star
admitted that he was “always pretty confident” they “had
something massive”.  He explained: “I always felt pretty
confident that we would have something on our hands, at
least that people liked, but I never ever imagined that it
would be the massive, massive hit that it was.  “I never
thought that they would be able to sell so much. That it
would be marketed so well and that kids would identify
so well to it and that people would compare it to their
favorite 80s movies. “All of the runaway success was
something that I never really expected.”

Thompson urges
better treatment

of writers in
Hollywood 

ame Emma Thompson wants better
treatment for writers in Hollywood. The
60-year-old actress explained that
many big budget movies begin shoot-
ing before the screenplay is finished

because they want to start filming immediately
once a big star is attached to the project, and
says writers often receive “lip service” about the
quality of their work.  However, the ‘Sense and
Sensibility’ star shared that “after 30 years of
doing this” she believes writing the script during
shooting “makes things so much more difficult”
and insisted that she doesn’t want to make
movies “with unfinished scripts”.  In an interview
with the Guardian newspaper, she said: “One of
the reasons is that they need stars - big stars -
who work all the time and have to be fitted into
timescales. What happens is there’ll be an idea
for a story.  “It will be in development, and then
suddenly two of the big stars come free, and
everyone says, ‘right, let’s shoot it, we’ll work it
out as we shoot’.  “One thing I know, after 30
years of doing this, is you can’t work it out while
you shoot ... It always ends up just making things
so much more difficult in post-production. “This
is a tradition - and yet, when there is a good
screenplay, and everyone recognizes that it’s a
good screenplay, there’s a lot of fuss and a
tremendous amount of what can only be
described as lip service to the value of good
writing. “And then everything continues as
before. That’s what happens, and I don’t know
how to change that. But I know that I don’t want
to make films with unfinished scripts.”

hoebe Waller-Bridge is working on the script for Bond 25.
The 33-year-old actress and writer - best known for cre-
ating and starring in BBC Three’s ‘Fleabag’ as well as pro-
ducing and writing ‘Killing Eve’ - has been drafted in to

help with the script for the upcoming Bond movie at the special
request of Bond himself, Daniel Craig. Craig asked for Waller-Bridge
to be a part of the team after being impressed by her work on
‘Fleabag’ and ‘Killing Eve’, The Observer reports. Whilst in the
United States, Waller-Bridge met with Craig to discuss the script,
which he felt needed some “polishing”. He wants to introduce more
humor into the script and include her offbeat style of writing. Cary
Fukunaga - who previously helmed the 2011 romantic drama ‘Jane
Eyre’ and 2015’s ‘Beasts of No Nation’ - was brought in as the new
director of ‘Bond 25’ to replace Danny Boyle, who walked away from
the project over “creative differences”. Producers Michael Wilson
and Barbara Broccoli said at the time: “We are delighted to be
working with Cary. His versatility and innovation make him an excel-
lent choice for our next James Bond adventure.” A source had previ-
ously claimed that Boyle’s decision to walk away from the movie
centered on plans to kill off Bond.  The source said: “There were dis-
cussions about killing off Bond in dramatic fashion at the end. It
would also leave it open for a twist in the next installment - either
Bond hadn’t died or there could be a ‘Doctor Who’-esque regenera-
tion with a new actor. “There were clashes over budget and there’s
pandemonium among crew with people leaving the production left,
right and center.” ‘Bond 25’ was originally slated for release on
February 14, 2020 but it has since been pushed back.
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Bohemian Rhapsody
passes $900 million 

ohemian Rhapsody’ has surpassed $900 mil-
lion in ticket sales. The Queen biopic - which
starred Rami Malek in the role of the iconic
late rocker Freddie Mercury - may have been

released way back in October, but it seems the flick isn’t
done raking in the millions just yet, as Fox and New
Regency have announced it has officially earned more
than $900 million worldwide. According to Variety, the
movie - which is the highest-grossing music biopic of all
time - has generated $685 million internationally, along
with an impressive $216 million at the domestic box
office. Despite having not been shown in cinemas in the
US or UK for several weeks, the film is still playing in
theatres in China and Japan, where it grossed a total of
$114 million. In the UK, the movie made $71 million, whilst
South Korea earned the production a further $76 million.
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ uses the legendary catalog of
Queen music to chronicle the life of Freddie Mercury and
the band’s rise to glory.  The production cost just $50
million to make, meaning Fox have managed to secure a
mammoth profit for their venture. And it isn’t just audi-
ences who have loved the flick, as it turned out to be a hit
during awards season, with Rami’s performance as
Freddie Mercury bagging him the Best Actor gong at the
Oscars, alongside three other awards for Best Sound
Editing, Best Sound Mixing, and Best Film Editing. The
movie also won Golden Globes for Best Motion Picture
Drama, and another win for Rami as Best Actor in a
Motion Picture Drama. ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ is now Fox’s
fourth biggest movie ever after ‘Avatar’, ‘Titanic’, and
‘Star Wars: Episode I - The Phantom Menace’, and comes
as Disney last month announced it was closing its $71 bil-
lion acquisition of 21st Century Fox.

Jenkins to make
major acting debut

alongside Depp

atherine Jenkins will make her big screen
debut alongside Johnny Depp. The 38-year-
old Welsh mezzo-soprano singer has been
cast in the World War II drama ‘Minamata’ by
her husband Andrew Levitas, in the role of

Millie. The movie sees Johnny portray the photographer
W. Eugene Smith, whose images uncovered the pollution
which damaged the health of the residents of Minamata
in Japan. The Classic BRIT Award-winner reportedly jet-
ted over to Serbia in February to film her scenes. And a
source has claimed that Katherine - who has three-year-
old daughter Aaliyah and son Xander, who celebrates his
first birthday this month, with Andrew - is keen to
embark on a “new career” in movies. An insider told The
Sun newspaper’s Bizarre column: “Katherine is delighted
by the role and was really excited to be acting opposite
such huge, talented stars. “She thinks it could potentially
be the start of a new career and she would love to do
more. “Producers were impressed with her stints on the
small screen previously and think she has amazing stage
presence.” Katherine’s first acting role was in the 2010
festive episode of hit British sc-fi series ‘Doctor Who’,
entitled ‘A Christmas Carol’, in which she played Abigail
Pettigrew alongside Matt Smith as the titular Time Lord.
Two years ago, the star appeared on London’s West End
as Julie Jordan in ‘Carousel’. Speaking previously about
working with ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ star Johnny on
the forthcoming flick, filmmaker Andrew said: “Working
with Johnny to give voice to those who have been silently
suffering is a responsibility we do not take lightly.  “Much
like Eugene Smith in 1971, we could not feel more privi-
leged or humbled to be tasked with the mission of bring-
ing this incredible story to the world.”  The upcoming
movie, which could hit cinemas later this year, will tell the
story of how Smith was convinced by Life magazine edi-
tor Ralph Graves to head to Japan to expose the devasta-
tion caused in the coastal community through mercury
poisoning.  Katherine was in the same venue as Johnny
when they performed at Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club in Soho,
London, in October, at a star-studded Chuck Berry trib-
ute concert. — Agencies
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