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LAGOS: Abandoned shipwrecks lay in Lagos’ waterways, Nigeria. Dozens of abandoned shipwrecks and barges in Lagos waterways, coastal waters and on the shores of its beaches have turned its 850 kilometer coastline into a marine
cemetery, damaging the environment and aesthetics of the coastlines. — AFP 

LAGOS: The two men in the motorized wooden canoe
look around warily as they leave a towering shipwreck
in the Lagos lagoon, with the barrels of oil on board
barely concealed under rags. The rusting hulk of iron
and peeling paint has been battered by the elements
and is half submerged in the water. Sprouts of green
shoots on deck indicate how long it has been aban-
doned. But on closer inspection, the wreck is a working
storage facility for stolen or “bunkered” oil, as it is
known in Nigeria. “Oladele”, a 30-year-old who did not
want to publicize his real name, has plied the waters on
his boat since he was 15.

He says it’s not the only wreck that stores illegally
imported oil brought into the port by the huge tankers
delivering petrol and gas, then sold on in neighboring
Benin and Togo. “Every ship does it. They will declare
10 tons but bring in 12,” he said. “We will store them in
the tanks, deep inside the wrecks, then at night usually,
it will be picked up.” Middle men could typically make
at least $80 to $200 (70 to 180 euros) a trip for several
years. “It’s big business,” he said.

Marine cemetery
Scores of shipwrecks in Lagos’ waterways, coastal

waters and on the shores of its beaches have turned
parts of its shoreline into a marine cemetery. In Kiri-
Kiri, the lagoon corridor, scores of wrecks and discard-
ed ship scrap provide useful cover to hide illicit goods

and barrels of oil and gas. 
From there, the waters offer an easy route up the

Lagos coast to Benin and beyond. Expensive scrap
metal culled from unmanned wrecks can be sold for
thousands of dollars. Nigeria is Africa’s largest oil pro-
ducer, churning out about
two million barrels a day. But
a lack of fully functioning
refineries means crude is
exported, processed and
then imported for use. Much
of it is shipped through the
narrow marine corridor into
Lagos. Hundreds of ships
wait for days on the horizon
of the Gulf of Guinea to get
into the port and discharge
their goods.

On the way in and out
they pass the skeletons of scuttled and abandoned
ships, some of which have capsized because of the
effects on the tides of the wrecks. Yet there are also
suspicions that amidst lax marine regulation, companies
treat Lagos’ waters as a ship refuse site, avoiding incur-
ring the expense of disposing of old vessels. Experts
say the wrecks act as groynes, halting the flow of sand
downshore and accelerating erosion. Lack of regulation
on the waters has also helped illicit activity thrive, turn-

ing the ghost ships into hideouts for sea criminals.
Small groups of former crew lounge on several of the

wrecks, lodging in dim, disused cabins, keeping watch
for anyone seeking to strip the ships of valuable scrap.
One crew member, who asked not to be identified, said

he and three others had
worked shifts to stay in the
cabin all day and night for 15
months since the ship cap-
sized. Copper and bronze
and the brass from the ship’s
propeller could be sold for as
much as 20,000,000 naira
($55,000), he said. “People
will come and steal valuables
that are still here,” he added.

The Nigerian Maritime
Administration and Safety
Agency, which polices the

country’s waterways, says it is proactive in removing
the likely hundreds of wrecks but concede that remov-
ing them is expensive.  Taibat Lawanson, a professor of
urban planning at the University of Lagos (UNILAG),
said the price of removal was prohibitive. “Because
removing them is so costly, neither the state govern-
ment nor the federal government takes enough respon-
sibility for their removal,” he said.

Small groups of naval officials, some with uniformed

t-shirts, others topless in the sun, bask on the upper
decks of confiscated ships. Tunji Adejumo, a landscape
architect and ecologist at UNILAG, says the navy has
become the main monitoring agency on the coastline.
“Yet even still, many of these shipping companies are
able to avoid culpability for leaving their wrecks in the
water,” he said. “These shipwrecks hurt the aesthetics
of the coastline. They degrade over time, dumped there
but rarely dealt with. And they have serious environ-
mental effects.”

Night-time curfew
In Lighthouse Beach, a mostly quiet get-away lined

by large beach houses, a wreck at the very end of the
shore has been a landmark for visitors for years. In
parts of the waterways, scuba-diving and spearfishing
capitalize on the wrecks aesthetics and the aquatic life
it attracts. Yet many of the wrecks, below sea level and
invisible above it, present numerous dangers. A 6:00
pm curfew exists for commercial boats, which is
imposed in part to prevent accidents. 

White flags are hoisted on few of the below-the-
water wrecks to warn approaching craft but most have
no visible warning signs, meaning riders have to
remember where they are. “It can be dangerous riding
the boats at night,” said Oladele. “But the curfew also
protects all these crazy activities that you would see if
you travelled here after dark.”— AFP 

Ghost ships of Lagos, a haven of crime
Scores of shipwrecks turn Lagos shoreline into a marine cemetery
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PARIS: French weapons are being used by the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia in Yemen, according to a classi-
fied military note revealed yesterday which contradicts
public statements from France’s government. The note
from the French military intelligence service, published by
new investigative media outlet Disclose, concluded that
the UAE and Saudi Arabia had deployed French weaponry
from artillery to ships in their war against Houthi rebels. 

Under pressure for years by rights groups over the
sales, the Paris government has always insisted that the
arms are only used in defensive circumstances to deter
attacks by the Houthis. France, the third-biggest arms
exporter in the world, counts Saudi Arabia and the UAE as
loyal clients in the Middle East and has resisted pressure
to stop the arms trade - unlike Germany, which has sus-
pended sales.

Rights groups have regularly accused Paris of being
complicit in alleged war crimes committed in Yemen where
around 10,000 have died and millions have been forced to
the brink of starvation. “The government can no longer
deny the risk of complicity in war crimes,” the head of
Human Rights Watch in France, Benedicte Jeannerod,
wrote on Twitter in response to the revelations yesterday.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia, which own billions of dol-
lars’ worth of weapons bought from the United States,

France and Britain, intervened in 2015 to support the
Yemeni government against Huthi rebels, which are backed
by rival Iran. The UN calls the situation in the war-torn
country the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Experts
have concluded that all the warring parties have violated
international humanitarian law.

The classified French intelligence note - provided to the
government in October 2018, according to Disclose - said
that 48 CAESAR artillery guns manufactured by the Nexter
group were being used along the Saudi-Yemen border.
Leclerc tanks, sold in the 1990s to the UAE, have also been
used, as have Mirage 2000-9 fighter jets, while French mis-
sile-guiding technology called DAMOCLES might have
been deployed, according to the assessment.—AFP

Classified note 
confirms ‘French
arms’ in Yemen

SANAA: Yemenis gather around the coffins of schoolchild-
ren during a funeral in the capital Sanaa. Yemeni rebels
held a mass funeral for children killed in an explosion near
two schools in the capital Sanaa.— AFP 

NEW YORK: Tornados, wind gusts of up to 70 mph
and pounding hail remained threats yesterday from
eastern New York and into New England, as the rem-
nants of a deadly weekend storm push out to sea, the
National Weather Service said. “This is an ongoing
threat,” said meteorologist Brian Hurley at the NWS
Weather Prediction Center in Maryland. “It’s halfway
through the eastern states now. By daybreak it’ll be
cutting through New York City, eastern Virginia and
into Boston by 7 or 8 (am),” he said. 

The weekend storm brought tornadoes that killed at
least five people, including three children, in the US
South, officials said. The massive storm system sped
from Texas eastward with dozens of twisters reported
as touching down across the South from Texas through
Georgia into Pennsylvania. More than 134,000 homes
and businesses were without power yesterday in
Virginia and Pennsylvania, according to the tracking
site PowerOutage.US, with thousands more outages
reported in North Carolina, Michigan, Maryland and
New York.

The affected areas will get heavy rains, winds with
gusts of up to 70 mph (110 kph) and the possibility of
hail, the NWS reported. “There are short spin-ups,
pockets of heavy rain and damaging winds that can still
hit before this pushes off shore,” Hurley said. Nearly

2,300 US flights were canceled by Sunday evening,
more then 90 percent of them at airports in Chicago;
Houston, Texas; Charlotte, North Carolina; Pittsburgh;
Columbus, Ohio and a dozen major airports on the
Eastern Seaboard, according to FlightAware.com.

But no major flight delays were reported on the east
coast. The storm’s cold front brought snow to Chicago
on Sunday, with 1 to 3 inches (2.5-7.6 cm) reported in
central Illinois. Two children, siblings aged 3 and 8,
were killed on Saturday when a tree fell on the car in
which they were sitting in Pollok, Texas, said a spokes-
woman for the Angelina County Sheriff’s Department.

A third child, Sebastian Omar Martinez, 13, drowned
late on Saturday when he fell into a drainage ditch filled
with flash floodwaters near Monroe, Louisiana, said
Deputy Glenn Springfield of the Ouachita Parish
Sheriff’s Office. In another storm death nearby, an
unidentified victim’s body was trapped in a vehicle sub-
merged in floodwaters in Calhoun, Louisiana,
Springfield said. In Mississippi, Governor Phil Bryant
said one person was killed and 11 injured over the
weekend as tornadoes ripped through 17 counties and
left 26,000 homes and businesses without electricity.

In addition, three people were killed when a pri-
vate jet crashed in Mississippi on Saturday, although
Bryant said it was unclear whether it was caused by
the weather. Soaking rains could snarl the morning
commute on the East Coast before the storm moves
off to sea. “The biggest impact rush hour-wise prob-
ably will be Boston, around 7 to 8 o’clock in the
morning, and around New York City around 5 or 6
o’clock, before sunrise,” NWS meteorologist Bob
Oravec said. — Reuters

Deadly storms push 
through East Coast


