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KUWAIT: Kuwait Health Ministry signed yesterday a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with a non-
profit organization that works on barcodes on a project
to monitor drug and medical consumables through a
barcode to ensure its safe use and patient safety. In a
press statement, Assistant Undersecretary for Food and
Drug Control at the Ministry of Health Dr Abdullah Al-
Bader said the system signed with the non-profit GS-1
Foundation is working on tracking medicines and med-
ical supplies accurately through barcode from the man-
ufacturer through the stores and pharmacies until it
reach the patient. He said that the system aimed at
combating counterfeit medicines, and facilitates drugs
withdrawal when needed. The system will also ensure
quality, safety and security through traceability, and
reduce costs by eliminating errors and administrative
costs, he added. — KUNA

Ministry signs
MoU on medication
barcode system

Kuwaiti Minister affirms significance
of ‘green’ and ‘blue’ economies

Reducing environmental risks, investing in water resources
CAIRO: Kuwait ’s  Minister of  State for
Economic Affairs Maryam Al-Aqeel stressed
the importance of thinking seriously about
making the transit ion to the so-cal led
‘green’ and ‘blue’ economies and their vari-
ous sectors. Aqeel, also Chairperson of the
Arab Labor Organization (ALO), made her
remarks on Sunday in her opening speech at
the 46th Arab Labor Conference in Cairo.
The event kicked off earlier with participa-
tion of representatives of the three main
production parties in Arab states, including
governments, employers, and workers.

Developing further ‘green’ and ‘blue’
occupations is essential for securing clean-
er, safer, and eco-friendlier future, she said,
adding the green economy aims to reduce
environmental risks and achieve sustainable
development. The blue economy is based on
investing in water resources, establishing a
good management for water resources, and
protecting seas and oceans through apply-
ing of sustainability criteria, said Aqeel. The
green economy relies immensely on knowl-
edge in environmental economics, in addi-
tion to addressing the interdependence and
co-evolution of human economies and natu-
ral ecosystems, she added.

Labor issues
Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti minister said the

annual Arab Labor Conference is an oppor-
tunity for the three production parties to
meet and communicate again, adding the
event provides them the opportunity to
consult and discuss labor issues. The event
will discuss a number of key issues in the
region such as solving the current high
unemployment, reviewing modern modes of
operation resulted from the recent rapid
technological developments, known as the

Fourth Industrial Revolution, said Aqeel. The
conference will also address requirements
of meeting such advanced technological
developments and the impact of doing so on
Arab operation and labor markets, she said,
adding the participants will also discuss
sustainable development issues.

The Kuwaiti senior official mentioned
her presidency of  the 90th sess ion of
ALO’s Board of Directors, held in Cairo
between March 2-3, expressing utmost
gratitude and appreciation to Kuwaiti ex-
minister of state for economic affairs Hind
Al-Sabeeh for her significant efforts while
chairing ALO’s 89th session.

ALO’s 90th session saw high coordina-
tion on a number of subjects and issues that
will be included for discussion in the 46th
edition, she noted, expressing hope the
ongoing conference reaches the appropri-
ate resolutions for those issues. The organi-
zation has also discussed several other sub-
jects during the March sessions such as
implementing previous resolutions and
reviewing ALO’s 2018 activities report, in
addition to addressing a number of financial
and technical issues, including regular com-
mittees reshuffle, added Aqeel.

ALO also reviewed a number of other
technical reports regarding Palestine and
the occupied lands, the committee on free-
dom of association, and a memorandum to
ALO’s Director-General on perceptions of
holding the first meeting of Arab group at
the forthcoming 108th Session of  the
International Labor Conference, slated for
July in Geneva, she added. The 46th confer-
ence’s agenda includes honoring a number
of top Arab businesspersons for their seri-
ousness, diligence, and persistence at work,
in addition to their strategic insight and

wise thinking, good behaviors and attitudes,
said the Kuwaiti minister. Furthermore, the
event will also hold a special session to
expose the negative actions of Israeli occu-
pation forces against the Palestinian people
and the right of the Palestinian people to
have Jerusalem as their capital.

Labor legislations
Meanwhile, Kuwait Trade Union

Federation’s (KTUF) president Salem Al-
Ajmi called Sunday for new legislations that
would serve interests of employees and cre-
ate jobs in the Arab countries. He was
speaking on fringes of ALO’s conference.

Ajmi said there was an agreement among
laborers on need of free movement among
Arab countries, linking Arab market with the
European one, and applications for the dis-
abled. The ALO conference featured partici-
pation of representatives of governments,
employers and employees. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Participants at the 46th Arab Labor Conference in Cairo pose for a group photo. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Classical collection of jewelry and trinkets have embellished the
decorative arts exhibition held in the Avenues Mall yesterday. The Italian
embassy in Kuwait is celebrating the Italian national day with the presence
of the Italian Ambassador Giuseppe Scognamiglio by showcasing the
unique jewels displayed especially for this event. — KUNA

KRCS launches
annual Ramadan
charity campaign
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) on
Sunday launched its annual Ramadan charity campaign to
distribute the Ramadan food basket to 150 needy families
registered in the Society’s records. In a statement, KRCS
Director of the local aid department, Maryam Al-Adsani
said that the association organizes annual charity cam-
paigns to distribute food baskets on the occasion of the
holy month of Ramadan for the needy families in Kuwait.
The distribution of aid will continue even during the holy
month to include 5,000 families registered with the
Society’s records, she added. She noted the Ramadan bas-
ket includes various items like rice, sugar, flour, cooking oil
and some food. Adsani stressed the society’s keenness to
continue the implementation of humanitarian projects to
reach all families, pointing out that KRCS seeks to pro-
mote the noble values by providing the opportunity for the
good people to support those in need. — KUNA

Priceless jewelry embellishes
decorative arts exhibition

Al-Babtain’s
Prize concludes
poetry contest
for youth
KUWAIT: Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize for Poetic
Creativity concluded yesterday its com-
petition for the preservation and
reading of poetry in cooperation
with the Ministry of Education.
The ceremony was held under
the patronage of the Minister of
Education and Minister of
Higher Education Dr Hamed Al-
Azmi in the presence of the
Secretary-General of the
Foundation Abdul Rahman Al-
Babtain and Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Education for
Educational Research and
Curriculum Salah Dabshah. The
first place was achieved by Gala
Al-Enzi from Naeila Primary
school for girls, while the second

place was earned by Khalid Al-Mutairi
from Sulaiman Al-Mutawa School in
Mubarak Al-Kabeer.Third place was
shared by student Saba Al-Nusairat
from Atekah Bint Zaid School, and
Mohammed Farid from Abdul Wahhab
Al-Qurtas School after competitions
involving 39 students from different
schools in Kuwait. The competition was
part of the Foundation’s efforts to raise
awareness of the importance of the role
of Arab poetry, in addition to installing
the artistic and aesthetic sense towards
the Arabic language.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Winners are honored during the ceremony. — KUNA


