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News in brief

Kuwait to boost northern crude output 

KUWAIT: The first phase of heavy crude oil produc-
tion at a northern Kuwaiti oil field, known as south Al-
Ritqa, is expected to reach 11,000 barrels per day
(bpd) in August, Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) said yes-
terday. The project aims to ratchet up heavy crude out-
put to 430,000 bpd from 60,000 bpd through multiply
phases by January, Fatama Al-Kanderi, who oversees
project planning at KOC, said amid a panel discussion
organized by the Kuwaiti oil ministry. Boosting heavy
crude output in Kuwait’s northern Ratqa area is a major
part of a 2040 strategy the ministry has formed, she
explained, saying the project is unlike any other
endeavor the company had undertaken. —KUNA

KD 240m bonds issued

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Central Bank (CBK) said yesterday it
issued KD 240 million ($792 million) worth of bonds and
Tawarruq. The issue is valid for three months with a return
rate of three percent, CBK said in a statement. Kuwait’s
central bank issued the same value of bonds and Tawarruq
earlier this month, with a similar return rate. — KUNA

Citizens praise embassy

KHARTOUM: Kuwait’s embassy in Khartoum on
Sunday received a number of Kuwaiti citizens upon
arrival in Khartoum from the southern Sudanese
state of Sennar and completed necessary measures
to ensure their return to their country. “The Kuwaiti
ambassador in Khartoum, Bassam Al-Qabandi and
his staff, were in constant contact with us through-
out the day from Sennar province, 500 kilometers
south of Khartoum, to the capital Khartoum,” Turki
Fahad Al-Dhuwayan said. Mohammad Rashed
praised the efforts exerted by the embassy and local
authorities, while Nayef Mohammad Nasser said
that the ambassador and the members of the
embassy provided them with all necessary assis-
tance to ensure their safety and comfort. — KUNA

Kuwait discusses privatization
of North Shuaiba Power Plant

Sharq workshops to be evacuated to eliminate ‘environmental harm’
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of State for Economic
Affairs Maryam Al-Aqeel briefed the Cabinet yesterday
about privatization of the North Shuaiba Power Plant,
part of the state’s quest to privatize services. During the
Cabinet’s weekly meeting chaired by Acting Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Aqeel also talked about a feasibil-
ity study to privatize major workshops in Ministry of
Electricity and Water (MEW), Deputy Premier and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said
in a statement. He said Aqeel mentioned studies regard-
ing the telecommunication sector in the Ministry of
Communication. Meanwhile, Minister of Finance Nayef
Al-Hajraf briefed the cabinet about progress in imple-
mentating the 2018 national strategy against money
laundering and terrorism financing, which would con-
tribute positively on assessment by the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) and MENAFATF.

The Cabinet, on another issue, assigned the Public
Authority for Industry to allocate the former location of
the slaughter house in Industrial Shuwaikh Area for
owners of workshops in Sharq, who should vacate their
premises. This step, said Saleh, followed fire incidents
which caused harm to environment. Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the cabinet about a recent
visit by Tunisian Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita to co-
chair the higher committee meeting, which resulted in
the signature of six cooperation agreements over
investment, foreign trade, higher education, culture,
environment and Islamic Affairs.

Amir’s award
In the meantime, the Cabinet congratulated His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah over the World Bank’s award for his support
of socio-economic development and peacemaking on
regional and global scales. The Cabinet underlined that
the award reflects yet another world recognition to His
Highness the Amir’s enormous humanitarian initiatives
to support development, as well as His Highness the
Amir’s ongoing endeavors to alleviate the suffering of
those in need, wishing His Highness the Amir everlasting
health and prosperity. World Bank Group announced
on Friday an exceptional award handed to His Highness
the Amir in recognition of his support of economic and
social development worldwide, and global peace.

Measures in Sudan
The Kuwaiti government also hoped measures

underway in Sudan would pave way for security and
stability in the country. Furthermore, the government
hoped that the measures would honor “legitimate”
aspirations of the Sudanese people. It urged the
Sudanese people to observe the country’s interest in a
drive to maintain Sudan’s unity, sovereignty and inde-
pendence. Sudan’s Military Council is running the
country following the removal of long-time President
Omar Al-Bashir on April 11, at the request of protest-
ers. The Council is approaching the protesters to
name a civilian to head a government. Thousands of
Sudanese people have been staging a sit-in in front of
the army headquarters in Khartoum to demand execu-

tion of the revolution’s demands.
Separately, the Cabinet praised the Saudi Interior

Ministry’s achievement to thwart a terrorist operation
in Qatif province. Saudi authorities announced earlier
this week that it thwarted a terrorist attack, plotted by
four fugitives in the eastern Qatif region, noting that
the security forces seized a number of weapons and
explosives in the suspects’ vehicle.

The Cabinet also condemned in a statement a
recent terrorist attack that took place in Sheikh

Zwaid in Sinai, Egypt, which resulted in the death of
a number of police officers and the wounding of a
number of innocent civilians. Four policemen, includ-
ing two officers, were killed, in addition to three
civilians, among them a child, in a suicide bombing
targeting a police force in Egypt’s northern province
of Sinai last week. The Cabinet stressed rejection to
these criminal acts that have claimed the lives of
innocent people in violation of all humanitarian laws,
norms and values. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
weekly meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission (CSC) said
the number of the unemployed citizens according to the
latest statistics reached 14,828, with between 8,000
and 9,000 holding intermediate and elementary school
certificates. CSC argued that many of those registered
in the employment system have very old data, adding
that they were contacted several times to renew their
data, and in case they do not do so, their applications
will be frozen. Meanwhile, it added that many appli-
cants were interviewed but they did not wish to join
jobs in the oil sector for many reasons, including the
worksites being in remote areas.

Suspects fight
Two suspects facing drug trafficking charges were

involved in a fight inside the holding cell during a court
hearing yesterday. The fight began when the judge read
the charges, followed by prosecutors’ demands for stiff
punishment against them. The suspects accused each
other. Separately, the cassation court sentenced a Saudi
man to three years in jail followed by deportation for
blackmailing a Kuwaiti citizen and forging indecent pic-
tures of him. In other news, Nuwaiseeb customs offi-
cers foiled an attempt to smuggle 130 kg of betel leaves
hidden in vehicle decorations.

14,828 unemployed
citizens registered
in Service Commission 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem poses for a group photo with male students following the annual ‘Students Parliament’ debate yesterday. 

Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem poses for a group photo with female students following the annual ‘Students Parliament’ debate yesterday.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem yesterday honored a number
of students who had participated in the annual
‘Students Parliament’ debate earlier in the day. Amid

a lavish ceremony attended by education ministry
officials, Kuwait’s top lawmaker awarded the stu-
dents with certificates and plaques for their impres-
sive performances, the parliament’s ‘Al-Dostour’

news service said in  a  statement . Separately,
Ghanem held talks yesterday with the head of the
Central Agency for Illegal Residents’ Affairs Saleh
Al-Fadhala. — KUNA

Kuwait’s chief lawmaker honors students after annual debate

A student speaks during the annual ‘Students Parliament’ debate at the National
Assembly yesterday.— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat A student speaks during the annual ‘Students Parliament’ session.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Drugs Control General Department
arrested a man yesterday with 39 kg of chemical,
50,000 Captagon tablets, 4 kg of shabu, 250 gm of
hashish and a pistol. The arrest was made during a
raid on the suspect’s Kabd farm. He said the drugs
belong to a central prison inmate and he works on
his  behal f . He added that  the  inmate ’s  brother
receives the money. The brother’s house in Oyoun
was raided, but he was not there. Drugs were also
found in the house. The suspect and his brother are
bedoons.

Municipality crackdown
Kuwait Municipality said Ahmadi safety depart-

ment carried out a f ield tour on companies and
plants in the outer areas of the south of Kuwait to
make sure about the validity of safety and storage
licenses. The tour resulted in issuing three citations
worth KD 126,000 for the use of state property and
having storage areas without licenses.

Suicide attempt
An Egyptian girl was rushed to Mubarak Hospital

after slashing her wrists when her family restricted
her movements because of her behavior, reported

Al-Rai. The girl’s mother called for help, so police
and paramedics rushed her to hospital in critical
condition. Investigations are ongoing.

Driving under the influence
A citizen was arrested under the influence of drugs

after a chase, during which he caused two traffic acci-
dents, Al-Rai reported yesterday. Patrolmen noticed
him in Hawally and asked him to pull over, but he sped
off instead, hit a car and continued to drive, before
finally giving up after colliding with another vehicle.
Police found hashish and shabu with him. He was taken
to the Drugs Control General Department. 

Drug dealer says he works for central prison inmate


