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Kuwait to host some matches if the 2022 Qatar
World Cup is expanded.

FIFA has decided to increase the number of teams in
the World Cup from 32 to 48 come 2026 in the United
States, Canada and Mexico - but last month voted in
favor of the increase being implemented starting in
Qatar, which would likely require that neighboring
countries host some games. A final decision on the

Qatar proposal, strongly supported by Infantino, is
expected at a FIFA meeting in Paris in June. 

The increase in the number of teams would automat-
ically raise the number of both games and fans, pre-
senting new logistical challenges to Qatar. Further com-
plicating the matter is the Gulf diplomatic crisis, a near-
ly two-year-old diplomatic freeze between Qatar and
its rivals, led by Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Egypt and Bahrain cut all ties with Doha in June 2017,
accusing Qatar of supporting Iran and Islamist groups. 

Qatar denies the charges and says Saudi and its
allies aim to incite government change in the emirate,
the world’s largest exporter of liquefied natural gas.
Gulf states Kuwait and Oman have not taken sides in
the crisis. Oman announced last week it was “not
ready” to host matches in the 2022 cup.— AFP 
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A person is seen on a road in a snow-covered landscape yesterday in Oberstdorf in southern Germany. — AFP 
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That came as the strongman met in Cairo with key
backer Egyptian President Abdel Fatah Al-Sisi, who
pledged support for “efforts to fight terrorism and
extremist militias to achieve security and stability...
throughout the country”, Sisi’s office said. Haftar also
has the support of key Gulf Arab states and Russia.
With gunfire echoing through city blocks and tanks
rumbling through towns and districts south of Tripoli,
many panicked residents have fled their homes. More
than 13,500 people have been displaced and over 900
are now living in shelters, OCHA said.

Both sides have launched daily air raids and accuse
each other of targeting civilians. One air strike the GNA
blamed on Haftar’s forces hit a school in Ain Zara, south
of Tripoli, which has been the scene of violent clashes
for days. Yesterday, the UN mission in Libya warned
that international humanitarian law “prohibits the
bombing of schools, hospitals, ambulances and civilian
areas”. The mission warned that it would document all
breaches in order to inform the UN Security Council

and the International Criminal Court. 
The LNA meanwhile accused the Tripoli-based

forces of an air raid “targeting civilians” in the Gasr Ben
Ghachir region south of Tripoli. GNA spokesman
Mohamed Gnounou said his forces had carried out 21
air strikes targeting LNA positions and supply lines
between Friday and Saturday. Gnounou late on
Saturday claimed “great advances on all fronts”, includ-
ing in Al-Aziziya, a city about 50 km south of Tripoli.
“We have not started this war,” he said, “but we will
decide the time and place of its end.”

On the LNA’s side meanwhile, spokesman Ahmad Al-
Mesmari said the attacking forces were also “moving
forward on all fronts”. He reiterated his claim that “ter-
rorists” and “criminals” were fighting on the side of the
UN-backed GNA forces. “The decision is no longer in
Sarraj’s hands,” he said. “It is in the hands of terrorists
now.” The European Union also expressed its “con-
cern” on Thursday at the involvement of “terrorist and
criminal elements” in the fighting. 

Sarraj on Saturday denounced the “misinformation
campaign by some parties that our forces include fight-
ers belonging to terrorist organizations and groups”. In
a statement, he “strongly denied” the claim and insisted
that it was the LNA attack on the capital that was
“paving the way the way for dormant terrorist cells” to
attack Libyans. — AFP 
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A source close to the matter told Reuters that three
Israeli speakers had cancelled because they were
unable to obtain visas while the rest of the delegation
had “decided not to go”. The Bahraini government said
the delegation had been invited at the sole initiative of
the Global Entrepreneurship Network. “Our responsi-
bility is to ensure a safe and supportive environment for
the attending delegations,” the government said in a
statement. In 2018, Bahrain hosted a UNESCO confer-
ence attended by an Israeli delegation.

However, acting Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz,
who also holds the intelligence portfolio, denied that
the cancellation of Cohen’s trip was due to security

concerns. “The head of the delegation is busy with
political matters right now,” Katz told Israel’s Reshet 13
TV, referring to talks on a new coalition government
under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who won
reelection in the April 9 ballot. “Cohen had to choose
between travelling to Bahrain - a very important trip -
and exploiting the election gains.”

Last week a group of Bahraini lawyers tried unsuc-
cessfully to get a court to stop immigration authorities
from issuing visas to the delegation, while parliament
condemned the visit. “Bahrain’s parliament announces
that the people of Bahrain reject any Israeli presence
on its territory and its lands and any decision allowing
this presence is unacceptable,” lawmakers said in a
statement. Israel has formal diplomatic relations with
only two Arab states, neighboring Egypt and Jordan.
But an Israeli cabinet minister visited Abu Dhabi’s
Grand Mosque last year and fellow Gulf state Oman
hosted Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on a sur-
prise trip, the first time an Israeli leader had visited the
sultanate in 22 years.  —  Reuters

Israeli delegation 
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“Today’s flight furthers our mission to provide a flexi-
ble alternative to ground launched systems, Floyd said.
“We are incredibly proud of the Stratolaunch team,
today’s flight crew, our partners at Northrup Grumman’s
Scaled Composites and the Mojave Air and Space Port.”

The plane is designed to drop rockets and other
space vehicles weighing up to 500,000 pounds at an
altitude of 35,000 feet and has been billed by the com-
pany as making satellite deployment as “easy as book-
ing an airline flight”. Saturday’s flight, which saw the
plane reach a maximum speed of 189 miles per hour
and altitudes of 17,000 feet, was meant to test its per-

formance and handling qualities, according to
Stratolaunch.

Allen, who co-founded Microsoft with Bill Gates in
1975, announced in 2011 that he had formed the pri-
vately funded Stratolaunch. The company seeks to cash
in on higher demand in coming years for vessels that
can put satellites in orbit, competing in the United
States with other space entrepreneurs and industry
stalwarts such as Elon Musk’s SpaceX and United
Launch Alliance - a partnership between Boeing and
Lockheed Martin.

Stratolaunch has said that it intends to launch its first
rockets from the Roc in 2020 at the earliest. Allen died in
October 2018 while suffering from non-Hodgkins’ lym-
phoma, just months after the plane’s development was
unveiled. “We all know Paul would have been proud to
witness today’s historic achievement,” said Jody Allen,
Chair of Vulcan Inc and Trustee of the Paul G Allen Trust.
“The aircraft is a remarkable engineering achievement
and we congratulate everyone involved.” —  Reuters

World’s largest 
plane makes...

WASHINGTON: White House press secretary Sarah
Sanders yesterday defended Donald Trump against
accusations that he was inciting violence against a
Muslim congresswoman after the president tweeted a
video of her spliced with footage of the 9/11 attacks.
Ilhan Omar, a Democratic lawmaker from Minnesota,
has been at the center of an escalating row following a
speech she made about Islamophobia in which she was
accused by conservatives of downplaying the deadliest
attacks on US soil by characterizing the event as “some
people did something.”

Trump on Friday tweeted a video that juxtaposed the

snippet, to a backdrop of menacing music, with images
of the destruction wrought by the hijacked planes slam-
ming into the Twin Towers which once dominated New
York’s skyline. The clip, which has been viewed more
than nine million times as of yesterday, ends with the
words: “SEPTEMBER 11 2001 WE REMEMBER.”

Prominent Democrats including Beto O’Rourke, Kamala
Harris and Omar’s fellow first-time Congresswoman
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez have rushed to Omar’s defense,
accusing the president and other Republicans of deliber-
ately taking her remarks out of context and endangering
her life. Sanders however defended Trump yesterday,
telling ABC news: “The president is wishing no ill will and
certainly not violence towards anyone.”

But, she added: “The president is absolutely and
should be calling out the congresswoman for her not
only onetime but history of anti-Semitic comments.”
Sanders was referencing a previous controversy
sparked by Omar speaking out against the influence of
the American Israel Public Affairs Committee lobby
group in US politics. The lawmaker has mounted her

own trenchant fightback, tweeting Saturday: “No one
person - no matter how corrupt, inept, or vicious - can
threaten my unwavering love for America. I stand unde-
terred to continue fighting for equal opportunity in our
pursuit of happiness for all Americans.”

The controversy arose after Omar delivered a 20-
minute address to the Council on American Islamic
Relations (CAIR) shortly after the New Zealand
mosque attacks in March. “For far too long, we have
lived with the discomfort of being a second-class citi-
zen and, frankly, I’m tired of it, and every single Muslim
in this country should be tired of it,” she said. “CAIR
was founded after 9/11,” she added, “because they rec-
ognized that some people did something and that all of
us were starting to lose access to our civil liberties.”
The civil rights group was in fact founded in 1994 but
grew significantly after 2001. The speech did not initial-
ly receive significant attention until the snippet in ques-
tion was highlighted weeks later by controversial
Australian personality Mohammad Tawhidi who refers
to himself as the “Imam of Peace”. — AFP  
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RAMALLAH: Palestinian government ministers were
sworn in for a second time yesterday after a lawyer
noticed that the oath they took the day before had been
missing a phrase. Lawyer Nael Al-Hawah spotted the

omission after Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad
Shtayyeh’s new government was sworn in before presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas on Saturday. The oath had
dropped a clause where ministers swear to be loyal “to
the people and its national heritage”, the lawyer said. “I
noticed the error and I posted a status update on
Facebook,” he told AFP.

Shtayyeh called Hawah to acknowledge the error and
inform him that the oath would be repeated in its entire-
ty yesterday, he said. Official Palestinian news agency
WAFA said the oath was indeed repeated, adding that
the mistake had been caused by a “typing error”. Hawah

said he was familiar with the vow having closely fol-
lowed Palestinian governments and because it was part
of his teaching for law trainees. He said the error could
have placed the government’s legality in doubt.

According to WAFA, the full oath reads: “I swear by
Almighty God to be loyal to the homeland and its sancti-
ties, to the people and its national heritage, to respect the
constitutional order and the law, and to take full care of
the interests of the Palestinian people.” The new ministers
took office following a change of government that several
analysts said was made to further isolate Hamas, at odds
with the Fatah party of Abbas for more than a decade.

Abbas, 84, is seen as retaining the real decision-
making authority. While his term was meant to expire in
2009, Abbas has remained in office in the absence of
elections since the Fatah-Hamas split. The Palestinian
Authority government is based in the occupied West
Bank, while Islamist movement Hamas rules the Gaza
Strip. Hamas said in a statement that the new govern-
ment “resorts to unilateralism and monopoly of power”.
The new appointments “widen the Palestinian division
at the expense of the Palestinian people’s interests,” it
said, calling for a unity government that includes
Hamas. —  AFP 
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