
Hemsworth cast in
Jay and Silent Bob
Strike Back reboot

hris Hemsworth has been cast in the ‘Jay and
Silent Bob Strike Back’ reboot. The 35-year-old
actor - who is best-known for starring as Thor
in the Marvel superhero movies - has been

added to the cast of Kevin Smith’s upcoming comedy
movie, which is a reboot of 2001’s ‘Jay and Silent Bob
Strike Back’. The new film will see the two main characters
attempt to stop Hollywood from rebooting ‘Bluntman and
Chronic’. Chris will appear in the film alongside a host of
other big-name Hollywood stars, including Joe
Manganiello, Rosario Dawson, and Jason Lee. Meanwhile,
Chris recently confessed he would “love” to play James
Bond. The actor admitted would relish the chance to
replace Daniel Craig as the iconic character. He said: “I
don’t think you’ll ever meet anyone who doesn’t want to
have a crack at James Bond. I’d love to do it. “But that’s up

to so many elements and is way beyond myself; it’s not one
you can pitch yourself on to either. It’s something that the
community of Bond fans, Barbara Broccoli and the whole
crew there agree on, and it has to be a very organic deci-
sion from them.  “There have been a lot of names thrown
out there and a lot of brilliant people can tackle that one.”

Monday, April 15, 2019L i f e s t y l e G o s s i p

Established 1961 21

tar Wars’ films are set for a “hiatus”. Disney boss
Robert Iger has confirmed that the money-spinning
franchise’s production schedule will slow down dramat-
ically after the release of the J.J. Abrams-directed ‘Star

Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’. He told Bloomberg: “We will take a
pause, some time, and reset, because the Skywalker saga comes to
an end with this ninth movie. There will be other ‘Stars Wars’
movies, but there will be a bit of a hiatus.” It’s been suggested that
Disney’s decision has been influenced by the underwhelming box-
office performance of 2018’s ‘Solo: A Star Wars Story’. What’s
more, plans for further spin-off movies have been thrown into
doubt as Disney considers how it plans to progress with the iconic
franchise. Iger added: “We have not announced any specific plans
for movies thereafter. There are movies in development, but we
have not announced them.” Iger made the statement shortly after

producer Kathleen Kennedy insisted that although ‘Star Wars: The
Rise of Skywalker’ is “the culmination of the Skywalker Saga”, it is
not the end of ‘Star Wars’.  She said: “This [movie] is the culmina-
tion of the Skywalker Saga; it’s by no means the culmination of
‘Star Wars’.  “I’m sitting down now with Dan Weiss and David
Benioff ... and Rian Johnson. We’re all sitting down to talk about,
where do we go next? We’ve all had conversations about what the
possibilities might be, but now we’re locking it down. “We knew
we were going to close this up, we knew that even before we
started ‘The Force Awakens’. We are looking at the next saga. We
are not just looking at another trilogy, we’re really looking at the
next 10 years or more.”

Star Wars set for a 
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J.J. Abrams spoke
to Lucas about

Star Wars: The Rise
of Skywalker 

J. Abrams consulted George Lucas before writ-
ing ‘Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’. The
acclaimed filmmaker - who has also directed
the much-anticipated sci-fi movie - has

revealed he discussed his ideas and ambitions for the proj-
ect with the ‘Star Wars’ creator. Speaking to IGN, J.J.
explained: “This movie had a very, very specific challenge,
which was to take eight films and give an ending to three
trilogies, and so we had to look at, what is the bigger sto-
ry? We had conversations amongst ourselves, we met with
George Lucas before writing the script. “These were
things that were in real, not debate, but looking at the
vastness of the story and trying to figure out, what is the
way to conclude this? But it has to work on its own as a
movie, it has to be its own thing, it has to be surprising and
funny and you have to understand it.” Earlier this month,
J.J. admitted he felt emotional when he was asked to direct
‘Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’.  The filmmaker - who
directed 2015’s ‘The Force Awakens’ - was brought on to
the project to replace Colin Trevorrow in September 2017
and J.J. jumped at the chance to complete the trilogy,
which also includes ‘The Last Jedi’.  He shared: “When
Kathy [Lucasfilm’s Kathleen Kennedy] called and asked if
I’d be interested in coming aboard this movie, I was sur-
prised by how emotional I felt about it. I didn’t expect to
feel the way I did, and the opportunity to finish the story
we started was something I couldn’t resist.”

nya Taylor-Joy feels “lucky” to have been men-
tored by a number of older actors. The 22-
year-old star has received a lot of helpful
advice from her co-stars over the years and

some of it has proven to be vital. She said: “I’m lucky
actors who are older than me seem to take me under their
wing. Jennifer Jason Leigh [co-star in ‘Morgan’] once said
to me, ‘Even if you don’t understand a script or what’s
going on, if you love the director, just jump, because
they’re going to do something right.’  “Romola Garai [‘The
Miniaturist’ co-star] gave me a book that killed me. Inside
she wrote, ‘Make sure your voice is heard; take a seat at
the table.’ “ The ‘Split’ actress was scouted as a model by
famous agency Storm when she was just 16 but never felt
comfortable in the fashion world so will always be grateful
to ‘Downton Abbey’ actor Allen Leech for helping set her
on the path to acting. She told Britain’s Marie Claire mag-
azine: “From the second I walked into Storm, I thought, ‘I
want to be an actor.’ I didn’t think I could be a model. I
grew up as a tomboy and never saw myself as pretty. “I
met Allen Leech on my third ever job and he took my
name and number. A couple of weeks later, I got a call
from his (and my now) agent. Allen jokes that he should be
getting commission from all my movies. I’m like, ‘Dude,
you’re not wrong!’ “While she’s happy with her success,
Anya thinks it’s hilarious she’s been in so many horror
movies. She said: “If you had told baby me that I would be
known as a scream queen or as horror’s It girl, I would
have laughed so hard. That is so not me; I’ve never even
seen a horror movie. I’ve never actually looked at genres.”
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ophie Okonedo’s family are more “excited”
about her role in ‘Hellboy’ than anything she’s
ever done. The 50-year-old actress - who has
daughter Aiofe, 28, from a previous relationship

- plays seer Lady Hatton in the upcoming comic book
movie and while she “didn’t know much” about the series
until she signed up, everyone she knew was thrilled about
the role. She said: “I just felt, ‘I’m playing a blind seer
called Lady Hatton, I get to be very glamorous, and I get
to be in a ‘Hellboy’ movie, what’s not to like?’ “I just really
liked the script, I thought it was really fun. “My family had
more of a strong reaction about me being in a ‘Hellboy’

movie than anything I’ve ever done they were beyond
excited, the kids and my neighbors. “I didn’t know much
about them because I’m a bit green, I don’t know loads
about superhero comics.” Sophie had a “blast” working
alongside David Harbour on the film, especially because
she didn’t have to tone down anything about her perform-
ance. She added to SciFiNow magazine: “I had an
absolute blast. David is such a brilliant actor, I was work-
ing with a really good cast and had a rip-roaring time. “I
just got to be huge. I couldn’t be too happy. Big broad
strokes, I got to yell and scream and be frightening. It was
good fun.” And the actress had a lot of praise for her co-

star’s physical transformation, admitting she was
“shocked” when she saw him on set for the first time. She
said: “He thought very deeply about the physicality and
what was going on inside him and I thought that really
showed. “I was so shocked on the first day I got there
because I didn’t really know how it all worked and I imag-
ined there’d be a lot more CGI and stuff, but then I saw
him. “I’d read stuff about Hellboy and I couldn’t believe it,
in real life he looks exactly like him, the prosthetics they
did is a complete replica. “So you had this giant red beast
in front of you who you are acting to, you’re not having to
imagine it.”

Tomb Raider
sequel moving

forward 
‘Tomb Raider’ sequel is being planned.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, ‘Free
Fire’ writer Amy Jump is penning the follow-up
to the 2018 movie, which starred Alicia

Vikander and earned over $270 million at the global box
office. Meanwhile, Alicia, 30, previously said becoming
Lara Croft in the ‘Tomb Raider’ reboot was a “very
empowering” experience. The actress gained extra muscle
for the all-action role in the Roar Uthaug-directed movie,
and Alicia admitted to relishing going outside of her com-
fort zone for the coveted part. She shared: “I don’t know
when in life I would have been exposed to try so many
new things, if it weren’t for this role. I found it very
empowering.” The Academy Award-winning star replaced
Angelina Jolie as the English archaeologist in the franchise,
and Alicia revealed she felt a pressure to get herself in tip-
top condition for the role. In fact, Alicia - who is married
to fellow Hollywood star Michael Fassbender - said she
took inspiration from the “female athletes and stunt
women” currently working in the movie business. She
explained: “I looked at female athletes and stunt women in
my industry and I thought, ‘I need to have that kind of
physique for it to be plausible.’” Alicia also revealed she
was inspired by Angelina’s appearance as Lara Croft dur-
ing her younger years. The Swedish star said that seeing
such a brave, athletic woman on screen in ‘Lara Croft:
Tomb Raider’ and ‘Lara Croft: Tomb Raider - The Cradle
of Life’ fuelled her interest in action movies. She said:
“Angelina Jolie, when she stepped into the shoes of Lara
Croft, it was the first time I had seen a woman being the
centrepiece of this kind of action story. “I’ve grown up
loving these kinds of films and I’ve always wondered what
it’s like to create these big stunts, sequences and action
adventures. So, I really was intrigued to do the physical
part of stepping into this role.”

Chopra and
Kaling’s Indian

wedding comedy 
riyanka Chopra and Mindy Kaling are
working on a new comedy about Indian
weddings. Mindy will write the as-yet-
untitled movie with Dan Goor, the co-

creator and executive producer of ‘Brooklyn Nine-
Nine’ and she also has the option to direct.  Kaling
and Goor will produce the movie with Chopra’s
Purple Pebble Pictures.  According to Deadline, the
movie will revolve around a huge wedding in India
and has been called “‘Crazy Rich Asians’ meets ‘My
Big Fat Greek Wedding’.” It is a star vehicle for both
Kaling and Chopra, and the movie will be set in
America and India.  Priyanka, 36, shared the news
on Instagram and wrote: “Two women with a pas-
sion for telling good stories, just got the green light
to THEIR story THEIR way. So proud of this incred-
ible partnership with @mindykaling and #dangoor!
We are about to show you what it means to be
modern, global, and Indian. See you at the cinema!”

Mindy wrote: “It’s happening” and added: “My
dream team is making a movie. Can’t wait for this
one!” Universal has secured the rights to the movie
after a hotly contested bidding war with Legendary,
Sony, Netflix and Amazon Studios. Meanwhile, it
was recently revealed that Mindy’s new comedy
‘Late Night’ will be released this summer. The
upcoming film -which explores sexism and diversity
in the workplace - was penned by the 39-year-old
actress and comedian, helmed by Nisha Ganatra
and will be released by Amazon Studios across the
US on June 7, 2019. Mindy will star in the movie
alongside Emma Thompson, 59, as Katherine
Newbury, a legendary late-night talk show host
who’s struggling to maintain the attention of her
audience.  Newbury’s world is turned upside down
when she hires her only female staff writer (Mindy)
and the cast includes John Lithgow, Max Casella,
Hugh Dancy, Denis O’Hare, Reid Scott, Ike
Barinholtz, John Early, Paul Walter Hauser, and Amy
Ryan. Speaking in a video for the official Amazon
Studios YouTube account, the ‘Office’ star said: “I
have some major news my movie ‘Late Night’ is
going to premiere in theatres June 7th the last sea-
son of ‘Game of Thrones’ will be done by then so
you have no reason not to see it.” The movie scored
the biggest domestic distribution deal at this year’s
Sundance Festival for US rights with a massive $13
million pact. 
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