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essie Ware used to work with E.L.
James. The 34-year-old singer
revealed that she worked alongside
the ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ author at a

production company before her singing career
kicked off - although she never got to read the
hit erotic romance novel before anyone else, as
the author hadn’t yet penned the best-selling
erotic tome - which inspired the blockbuster
movie franchise starring Dakota Johnson and
Jamie Dornan as Anastasia Steele and the titular
Christian Grey. Speaking on Jay Rayner’s ‘Out To
Lunch’ podcast, Jessie disclosed: “I then got a
job at Love Productions who do ‘The Great

British Bake Off’.” Jay then asked: “You were
there with E.L James?” To which Jessie respond-
ed: “Yeah ...She was just starting to write.” The
host then enquired: “Was she sharing pages?”
Jessie revealed: “Yes across the desk but I don’t
think I saw ‘Fifty Shades’. I think I saw some-
thing else. She hadn’t written ‘Fifty Shades’.” The
‘Say You Love Me’ hitmaker met up with the
novelist “years later”, and the pair reminisced on
their time working together while also toasting
to James being a “dirty cow” for writing such
“filth”. She said: “We met up for a drink years
later to celebrate the fact that we didn’t work for
Love Productions anymore - things definitely

worked out brilliantly for E.L James - and lovely
for me.  “So it was quite fabulous. “I’d just done a
TV show in America and just done ‘Conan’ and
she was living in the Chateau Marmont while
filming for ‘Fifty Shades’ ... it was just fabulous
and she was like ‘Let’s go for a drink’ and it was
just so brilliant. “We like cheersing going like,
‘Yeah, to doing this and being mad and to you
being a dirty cow and writing filth and me and
enjoying that.’  “Yeah it was really funny; it was a
funny old night.”
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Cardi B hopes
to release a new
album in 2019

ardi B hopes to release her next album later
this year. The chart-topping rap star - who
released her debut album, ‘Invasion of Privacy’,
in 2018 - has revealed she is currently working

on new material and is hopeful she’ll be able to release it
before the end of 2019. She told Variety: “I’m starting to
prepare myself now because I’m really trying to put out an
album for this year.” However, Cardi is feeling under pres-
sure to deliver something that compares favorably to her
hugely popular debut effort. She shared: “My last album,
‘Invasion of Privacy’, it just went three times platinum, so
now it’s just like, ‘Aw snap. It’s big pressure on me.’ It’s like,
‘Aw snap, what the hell am I going to come up with?’”
Meanwhile, Cardi recently confessed she’s become more
money-focused since she became a mother. The outspo-
ken star - who has an eight-month-old daughter called
Kulture with Migos rapper husband Offset - said she’s
now got a burning ambition to become as rich as she can.
She explained: “I can never be comfortable. I used to think
my mom was paranoid. But as you get older you under-
stand what your mom be talking to you about.  “I always
dated guys that had money. But I didn’t have the money.
What happens if we separate? I don’t want to be asking
you for stuff - no, that’s not my style.”
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ill.i.am is aiming to release a video a month with
‘The Voice’ acts NXTGEN and Emmanuel
Smith.  The 44-year-old rapper-and-producer
revealed that he’ll be posting regular videos of

the performers - who both made it to the semi-final stage
of the singing competition under his mentorship - in order
to and gather “data” from fans which will eventually boost
their careers. Speaking exclusively to BANG Showbiz, he
said: “I’m already collaborating NXTGEN and we’ve
already recorded 4 songs, shot a video, released a video.
Checkout NXTGEN on iTunes, Apple Music, Spotify and
on YouTube. I’m also shooting a video with Emmanuel
shortly and the aim is having a video shot every month. So
that the time next year two of my contestants have 12
songs. That’s the dream. Now here’s why that’s important,
if you’re at Universal and you want to know what you want
to do with the artist whether they win or lose, data is

important, data from a phone call isn’t heavy enough, you
need real data, viewers, streams, when they listen to it,
where they listen to it. Because then you know where to
spend money against and to really help these contestants
have a career.”  The ‘Scream & Shout’ hitmaker - who
judges alongside Sir Tom Jones, Olly Murs and Jennifer
Hudson - went on to urge future contestants to promote
their music on streaming services such as Spotify and
make things happen for themselves with their music. He
added: “I hope that next season people that come on the
show are promoting songs they have currently on stream-
ing services where the data is rich and they know what
they are gonna do with the money that will come whether
they win or lose.”
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Chemical Brothers
love Glastonbury 

hemical Brothers thinks there’s nowhere more
“exciting” to play than Glastonbury. The
‘Galvanize’ hitmakers - comprising Ed Simons
and Tom Rowlands - had a “religious experi-

ence” when they saw Orbital perform at the festival in
1994, and after bring booked for their 12th appearance this
summer, the duo enjoy the gig just as much as they did the
first time. Ed said:” We both had a religious experience
[seeing Orbital]. I still get tingly when I think about it. We
wanted to do that. “It’s still to be the most exciting concert
you can play.” The pair broke records in 2000 by per-
forming in front of what was believed to be the largest
crowd in the festival’s history but can barely remember the
show, so try now to take in the moments much more. Tom
told Q magazine: “Early on you think everything’s going to
last forever, whereas now you think, realistically, how many
more times are we going to get to do this amazing thing?
You become more aware of it.” The Chemical Brothers
headlined the Other Stage in 2015 but Tom was joined by
video designer Adam Smith as Ed was taking time off from
touring to write his dissertation for his master’s degree.
And for both Tom and Ed - who watched the set on TV - it
was a very surreal experience. Ed said:” I thought, ‘Yeah,
it’s hard that it’s happening without me.’ So I came back.”
Tom added: “It was a really strange experience. I kept
looking over and thinking, ‘Where’s Ed?’ “ Ed also got the
chance to be in the crowd for a Chemical Brothers show in
France. He recalled: “I saw my band play in Paris. It was
interesting. You imagine that people are rapt, taking it all
in nut actually they’re all like, ‘Are you going to get a
drink? Where’s Pierre gone?’ 
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Brian Johnson 
to tour again 
with AC/DC?

rian Johnson is reportedly set to tour
again with AC/DC. The 71-year-old rock
star was forced to quit the band in 2016
after suffering hearing loss, but according

to radio DJ Eddie Trunk, a source close to the group
has told him that Brian will rejoin them to tour their
upcoming album. He said: “I think AC/DC - it’s pret-
ty much a done deal that these guys are gonna make
a record, or have made a record, and a record is
gonna come out “I have sources that have told me
that they are absolutely going to tour with Brian
back again. That’s all unconfirmed from their camp,
but I had it from some reliable sources.” The well-
known DJ explained that the band are planning to
record a new record in tribute to songwriter
Malcolm Young, who passed away in 2017. He
shared: “I think it’s pretty much a done deal that
AC/DC at the very least are going to release some
sort of record and it’ll be some sort of record and
it’ll be some sort of tribute to Malcolm [Young] just
like ‘Back In Black’ was a tribute to Bon [Scott]. “So I
have no doubt about that and I’m pretty confident
they’re probably going to do shows as well. But I
think at this point it’s pretty much just when they
announce it.”
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Taylor Swift
teases new album

release date 
aylor Swift has hinted that her seventh
album will be released on April 26. The
29-year-old star updated her official
website to add a countdown clock with

an end date of April 26, while she has changed her
Twitter and Instagram bios to read “4.26”. Taylor
released her sixth album, ‘Reputation’, in
November 2017.  Back in February, she sparked
speculation she was set to announce details of her
seventh album after she posted a series of cryptic
images on her social media profiles alluding to the
number seven. These included a picture of her sit-
ting on the seventh step of a spiral staircase and a
graphic of seven palm trees with a starry blue sky.
The pop superstar simply captioned the tree art-
work with seven palm tree emojis, and added a
pink heart to her stair picture, which also featured
a piano on display. In November, Taylor signed a
global recording agreement with Universal Music
Group. The multi-year agreement sees UMG act
as the exclusive worldwide recorded music part-
ner for Swift, whilst UMG’s Republic Records will
serve as her label partner in America. Meanwhile,
Taylor recently admitted her music is heavily
influenced by “nostalgia” and she loves the “chal-
lenge” of mixing personal moments with catchy
pop tracks. She continued: “I love writing songs
because I love preserving memories, like putting a
picture frame around a feeling you once had. “I
like to use nostalgia as inspiration when I’m writ-
ing songs for the same reason I like to take photo-
graphs. I like to be able to remember the extreme-
ly good and extremely bad times... “The fun chal-
lenge of writing a pop song is squeezing those
evocative details into the catchiest melodic
cadence you can possibly think of. I thrive on the
challenge of sprinkling personal mementos and
shreds of reality into a genre of music that is uni-
versally known for being, well, universal.”

isa Stansfield has claimed she is groped at meet
and greets with fans “all the time”. The 52-
year-old singer often experiences inappropri-
ate sexual behavior from fans when she is at

organized events, and the songstress revealed that she has
had to tell individuals to “get their hands off” her body
when she is posing for photos with them. Appearing as a
guest on Yahoo’s ‘White Wine Question Time’ podcast, she
said: “Try having your picture taken at a meet and greet
when someone tries to feel your t*ts all the time. No, it
happens all the time. I actually say, ‘Could you get your
hands off my t*t?’” The ‘Been Around The World’ hitmaker
also explained that she thinks men are treated very differ-
ently to women in the record industry and experienced
sexism first hand when she was in a meeting with two pro-
moters. She added: “I was with these two promoters and
they were doing this San Remo festival in Italy ... I didn’t
want to do [a duet they were suggesting]. I thought it was
really naff to do this song with this Italian star, and I said,
‘No, I really don’t want to do it.’ What they didn’t know

was that I spoke Italian. So over dinner they start slagging
me off - you’ve never heard the end of it - ‘she’s crap any-
way’, ‘stupid English woman’. After all this I just said,
‘Excuse me gentlemen, but if you want to talk about me,
please do it in my own language!’ “ Podcast host Kate
Thornton then asked: “Would they have done that if the
artist had been male?” Stansfield replied: “No, they prob-
ably wouldn’t have.” The British musician supports the
#MeToo movement, however, she insisted that it can be
“extreme” in some cases because sometimes human
nature can be “flirtatious”. She mused: “I do hope that it
gets back to the middle ground, where it’s not so extreme
that you can go into your own workplace and you can be
flirtatious with each other and not be taken to court. That’s
a part of human nature that men and women, women and
women, whatever your sexuality, you flirt with each other
and it’s completely harmless and it doesn’t really mean it
crosses a line ... You can tell where it is.”
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