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Egypt suspends sending labor to Kuwait
small projects due to trafficking fears

‘Mass exodus’ of expat teachers from education ministry
KUWAIT: The labor office at the Egyptian embassy
banned owners of small projects from bringing in work-
ers from Egypt to Kuwait with visas related to the proj-
ects, after the office received many complaints, a local
daily reported yesterday quoting sources. Egyptian
workers who arrived in Kuwait lately were surprised to
find there were no real jobs, the sources told Al-Qabas.
Their sponsors asked them to change the type of resi-
dency or choose another job in small projects. They
said they had to pay KD 1,500 for a three-year resi-
dency permit. Reports had surfaced earlier this year
about local authorities investigating possible involve-
ment of some small projects’ owners in visa trafficking
cases reported recently in Kuwait.

Teachers resign
Meanwhile, educational officials in several educa-

tional zones warned against a drop in the number of
teachers in some specialties next year if the ministry

does not take measures to increase the number of
teachers contracted locally and from abroad. Officials
said some zones saw many
resignations from expat
teachers in various special-
ties, especially in science -
including physics and chem-
istry - in addition to comput-
ers and English.

They said the majority of
those submitting their resig-
nations are Jordanians,
Egyptians and Tunisians in
the intermediate and second-
ary stages, adding that the
resignations did not have reasons mentioned, but after
inquiring about the reason, it was found out that they
all signed contracts with the education ministry of a
neighboring country starting from the next school year.

They added that another group of expat teachers took
special leaves for three days to go for interviews in the

Gulf country after their
applications were accepted,
but they did not resign until
the results of the interviews
were known. “I went for an
interview in a Gulf country in
mid-March along with nearly
40 teachers of various spe-
cialties,” an expat teacher
said. He said that many
teachers went during the
midterm break for written
exams and personal inter-

views, and some had already signed contracts.

Low salaries
Meanwhile, official statistics revealed that 81 percent

of expatriate labor in the private sector receive salaries
less than KD 330 per month, while one million out of
1.67 million expats in the private sector receive KD 125
or lower in monthly salaries. Only 1,492 persons receive
a salary exceeding KD 5,000 per month; five percent
of the total number of private sector expat employees,
the statistics show.

Separately, Al-Qabas also reported that the number of
marriages in January reached 1,148, while divorces
reached 634 during the same month according to new
statistics from the statistics and research department at
the justice ministry. The statistics showed 345 cases of
reversible divorce and 66 cases of khula (divorce initiated
by the wife). Statistics also showed that the Capital gov-
ernorate had the most divorce cases at 269, followed by
Hawally at 108, Ahmadi with 106 and Mubarak Al-Kabeer
with 53. The number of marriages outside the country
reached 39, while the number of premarital medical tests
reached 1,065, three of which appeared unsafe. 

One million
expats paid 

KD 125 a month

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The foreign ministry’s assistant envoy for
international development and cooperation Nasser
Al-Subaih denied the existence of any new UN
Security Council lists with names of Kuwaiti individu-
als or organizations. Speaking on the sidelines of a
workshop organized at UN House, Subaih said
Kuwait is fully committed to UN resolutions and sup-
ports all efforts that achieve international peace and
security, adding that it always implements whatever is
discussed and approved by the UN’s sanctions com-
mittee. “We as the government or charity organiza-
tions in Kuwait  are keen on following up the dona-
tions from collection until they reach beneficiaries to
make sure the process is transparent,” he explained. 

Visa transfer
Well-informed sources said that in case of getting

divorced, a woman applying to transfer her depend-
ent residency visa needs the Interior Ministry’s
approval along with her divorce documents. 

Economic legislations plan
Minister of Commerce and Industry and Minister

of State for Services Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan
announced completing the economic legislations plan,
adding that three bills have already been referred to
the parliament - on competitiveness, auditors and
bankruptcy. Separately, the Public Authority for
Industry (PAI) urged all industrial facilities to provide
it with copies of their budgets and profits and losses
after endorsing them by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (MoCI) within three months effective
this April. Informed sources said PAI will impose
penalties against those who fail to file their budgets
within the given period, in addition to suspending all
transactions of the concerned facility. 

Entertainment City
Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf said the Cabinet

has asked Touristic Enterprises Company (TEC) to
carry on with executing a project to develop the
Entertainment City and stressed that the Cabinet’s
decision to close the city was made after specialized
experts examined the rides and found they were worn
out, unsafe and unprofitable. Hajraf added that TEC
had proposed various alternatives to fund the new
project but a final decision has not been made yet. 

Budgets boosted
The Cabinet issued two decisions boosting the

budgets of the health and oil ministries with over KD
1.2 billion to cover the deficits they suffer from.
Informed sources explained that the Ministry of
Health was given an extra budget of KD 319.5 million,
while the oil ministry was given KD 900 million to
cover the deficit in subsidizing some refined products
and local liquefied gas. 

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister, Minister of Defense
and Chief of the General Secretariat of the Supreme
Council for Planning and Development Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, chaired yesterday the
Supreme Council’s seventh meeting. The General
Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Planning and
Development said in a statement that the seventh
meeting tackled the education strategy in Kuwait
with participation of representatives of the strategy
joint committee. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs the Supreme Council for Planning and Development’s 7th
meeting yesterday. — KUNA
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By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Municipal councilmembers Abdul Salam Al-
Randi, Maha Al-Baghli, Meshaan Al-Hamdhan and
Ahmad Al-Enezi announced resigning from a commit-

tee entrusted with investigating the violations commit-
ted on public property over a lack of cooperation from
the executive body, its failure to provide the committee
with needed information and documents, dithering and
delaying administrative and legal measures against vio-
lators and leaking related information and documents
to the media. 

However, in a statement the four members signed,
they preferred not to talk about the details due to what
they described as ‘positive steps’ taken by Minister of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and Minister of State for
Municipal Affairs Fahd Al-Sholah in this regard, such as
suspending the main suspect, issuing direct orders to
remove the violations, referring the issue to public
prosecution and anti-corruption authority and forming
a special committee headed by a fatwa and legislation
department advisor to investigate the violations. 

Medicine authority
Ministry of Health’s assistant undersecretary for

food and medicine control Dr Abdullah Monjed Al-
Bader announced that he submitted a proposal to
Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah concerning the
establishment of a public authority for medicine and
medical equipment. Bader said an independent authori-
ty directly supervised by the minister was needed to
control medicine and cope with the rapid development
in the field. He also noted that the authority will help
regulate medicine affairs, including veterinary medica-
tions, food supplements, medical products, cosmetics
and medical equipment and ensure their safety before
reaching consumers. “The authority will also prevent
overuse and waste,” Bader added, noting that Kuwait
had been one of the first Arab countries to regulate the
use of medicine in the late 1960s. 

Councilmembers
lament ‘lack of
cooperation’ with
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: An Egyptian man was found dead on the
roof of a Jabriya building yesterday, said security
sources, noting that the man’s face was covered in
blood. The body was taken to the coroner, as a case
was filed and further investigations are in progress. 

Sabah Al-Salem fire
Qurain Fire Station men responded to a call about a

fire in Sabah Al-Salem that spread to cars parked in
front of a house in the area. The fire was put out and
kept from spreading further. No injuries were report-
ed, while an investigation was opened to reveal the
cause of the fire.

Fatal crash
A Kuwaiti man was killed and another injured when

their vehicle flipped over on Salmi road while on a
hunting trip, Al-Rai reported yesterday. Forensics offi-
cers took the deceased to the coroner, while the
injured was taken to Jahra Hospital.

Officer injured
A reckless driver in Jahra ran over an officer who

responded to a call and sped away. Detectives were
able to identify the suspect and are looking for him.
Police responded to a call about a reckless driver who
was scaring people with his actions. When the driver
saw the patrol car, he pulled over, but when the officer
walked towards him, he drove at full speed and hit the
officer. An ambulance took the officer to Jahra
Hospital.

Kidnapped woman freed
Police officers succeeded in freeing a woman who

was kidnapped by her boyfriend and held in a Kabd
farm, but she was injured in the process. The suspect
was arrested. A 32-year-old woman called Kabd
police and told them that her 30-year-old sister was
kidnapped and held at a farm by a Kuwaiti man.
Policemen and detectives went to the area and when
they knocked on the door, the suspect told them she
was there but had already left, then closed the door.
Officers surrounded the place and negotiated with the
suspect for an hour to let the victim go. The suspect
gave up and handed over the victim, who was in a

very bad condition with her body was bruised. The
suspect was taken to concerned authorities.

Family issues
A Kuwaiti woman called police after her brother-

in-law stormed her house and beat her along with his
wife. Policemen responded, but the suspect had
already escaped before their arrival. Police found the
door destroyed, as well as furniture and other things.

Unconscious
A citizen was rushed to the ICU after he was found

unconscious in his car in Yarmouk. Policemen broke
the windows and handed him to paramedics.

Robbers caught
Criminal detectives arrested a Kuwaiti man and his

girlfriend for breaking into three cars and stealing
their contents. The couple said they spent the money
they collected in cafes. The arrest was made in
Salmiya. The suspects added they sold the stolen
phones to a store.
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KUWAIT: Large-scale military exercises involving eight
nations and 13 government bodies opened in Kuwait yes-
terday, the country’s national guard said. The Kuwaiti
National Guard’s undersecretary Lieutenant General
Hashim Al-Rifai welcomed military contingents from
countries including the United States, Britain, Italy, China,
amongst others, to the week-long drill. The annual drill

aims to promote knowledge exchange and develop com-
bat readiness, with focus on exercises dealing with emer-
gency situations, he revealed. The Kuwaiti National
Guard has placed security at the forefront of its 2020
strategy, which calls for a closer rapport with state bod-
ies, the drill’s organizer Major General Faleh Shujaa
revealed. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways announced yesterday that
its outbound flights to Dubai International Airport
(DXB) have been scheduled to land in Al-Maktoum
international Airport instead. Regional Director of GCC
in Kuwait Airways Mishaal Al-Dalk said in a statement
to the press that flights to DXB were transferred to Al-
Maktoum International Airport starting April 17 due to
maintenance and renovation on the Northern runway.

Dalk stressed the company’s keenness, represented
by Chairman of the Board Yousef Al-Jassem and Chief
Executive Officer Kamel Al-Awadhi, on providing all
services and facilitating operations of departure and
arrival. He also expressed his gratitude to Dubai
Airports authority for their full cooperation in easing
the procedures for the passengers. Meanwhile, CEO of
Dubai Airports Paul Griffiths said that Roads and
Transport Authority (RTA) will provide Al-Maktoum
Airport with busses and a fleet of taxis during the shut-
down of DXB. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Damaged vehicles seen outside a house in Sabah Al-Salem where a fire
was reported. Heavy damage left by the fire inside the house.


