
SHANGHAI: From the first race at a converted World
War II airbase in rural England to this weekend’s
1,000th grand prix at the $240 million international cir-
cuit in Shanghai, Formula One has come a long way
since it all began in 1950.

Silverstone held the first race 69 years ago and the
British Grand Prix has remained, with the Italian GP, the
only ever-present races on the calendar.  In 70 seasons,
Formula One has visited 32 countries across five conti-
nents and a street circuit in Vietnam will be the newest
addition next year.

Formula One’s organisation was bought for $8 billion
in 2017 by US media giant Liberty Media and is now
listed on Wall Street-a long way from the early days
when tyre and oil companies supplied their products for
free in return for having their logos on drivers’ overalls.

EVERGREEN FERRARI 
Italian Giuseppe Farina was victorious in May 1950

and went on to clinch the world championship four
months later in his home country. A season now lasts
more than twice as long. Michael Schumacher holds
the record of seven drivers’ world championships and
there is a poignancy that his last race win came in
Shanghai, in 2006. 

Schumacher has not been seen in public since suf-
fering life-threatening brain injuries in a skiing accident
in 2013. At the peak of his career, the German summed
up the essence of the sport. “Every year we find some-
thing new, we go quicker, that’s Formula One,” he said.

One of Schumacher’s former Ferrari team-mates,
the Brazilian Rubens Barrichello, holds the record for

most race starts but failed to win a world title in his
18-year career.

Defending champion Lewis Hamilton is closing in on
Schumacher’s all-time mark  after winning his fifth
world title last year at the age of 34 to edge ahead of
great rival Sebastian Vettel, who won four champi-
onships with Red Bull before moving to Ferrari.

It was Argentine great Juan Manuel Fangio who
dominated the opening decade with five world champi-
onships in seven seasons from 1951.

He was succeeded in the 1960s by multiple world
champions Jack Brabham, Jim Clark, Graham Hill and
Jackie Stewart. The 1970s featured the rivalry between
James Hunt and Niki Lauda and the 1980s saw the
emergence of the great Alain Prost and legendary
Brazilian Ayrton Senna before Schumacher began his
dominance in the mid-1990s.

More than 20 drivers of the 772 who have started a
Grand Prix have died behind the wheel, including Senna
and Austrian Roland Ratzenburger on one dark week-
end in 1994 at the San Marino Grand Prix. 

Their deaths led to wide-ranging changes to
improve safety which meant there were no further
fatalities until Jules Bianchi died in 2015 from head
injuries sustained at the 2014 Japanese Grand Prix-a
tragedy which led to the development of the distinctive
“halo” cockpit head protection system.

Ferrari are the only manufacturer to have competed
in every campaign and the Italian outfit have won a
record 16 titles since the constructors’ championship
was first introduced in 1958 as the International Cup
for Formula One Manufacturers. 

The first winners were British team Vanwall and
Europeans have dominated with a trio of British manu-
facturers Williams (9 titles), McLaren (8) and Lotus (7)
claiming 24 constructors’ crowns between them.

Next on the all-time list come Germany’s Mercedes
with five while Austria’s Red Bull enjoyed four golden
years with Vettel leading them to a clean sweep from
2010 to 2013.  — AFP
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Basic beginnings to global
exposure: F1 reaches 1000 races

Hamilton closing in on Schumacher’s all-time mark after winning fifth world title 

Established 1961 

SILVERSTONE: File photo shows Brazilian Formula One driver Ayrton Senna (c) chats with McLaren’s team after clocking
the seond best time during the second practice session of the Silverstone F1 Grand Prix on July 13, 1990. — AFP

Fleetwood in it 
to win it in 
third Masters 
appearance
AUGUSTA: England’s Tommy
Fleetwood, heading into his third Masters
appearance, isn’t at Augusta National to
make up the numbers at the first major
golf championship of the season.

“I’m always going to play to win,”
Fleetwood said Monday as he prepared
for Thursday’s start of play. “I’m never
going to look back on my career and say,
‘Oh, I finished third at The Players, that
was a good week’ or ‘Oh, I finished top
five at the Masters.’

“That’s not something to be that proud
of.” Fleetwood missed the cut in his first
trip to Augusta in 2017 and finished tied
for 17th last year-when he played the first
two rounds alongside Tiger Woods as the
US superstar made his Masters return
after a two-year absence.

The 28-year-old from Southport
knows his total of six Masters rounds
can’t compare with the kind of experi-
ence four-time champion Woods or for-
mer winner Fred Couples, but he feels
comfortable on the course and with the
hoopla that surrounds the first major of
the season.

“It’s not just another week on tour, but
you try and do everything the same,” he
said. “The golf course itself needs a bit
more preparation than usual, anyway.
There’s so many different things to con-
sider. There’s so many options here and
there, and particularly hitting into greens,
chipping around the greens and putting-I
don’t think you can ever learn enough.”

Fleetwood showed he can find his way
around Augusta with a third-round 66
last year, although he followed that with a
final-round 74. Two months later he
closed the US Open with a record-
equalling 63 at a brutal Shinnecock Hills,
and he was in contention at the Open
championship before a final-round 73
dropped him into a share of 12th.

He was a star of Europe’s Ryder Cup
triumph last September, where he and
Francesco Molinari teamed to make his-
tory as the first European pairing to
rack up four wins in four matches.
Although he has yet to win this season
Fleetwood is encouraged by a tie for
third at the Arnold Palmer Invitational-
three shots behind champion Molinari-
and a tie for f ifth at the Players
Championship, where he played in the
final group on Sunday but finished three
behind winner Rory McIlroy.

“The Arnold Palmer in particular I
built a lot of confidence that week and
then the following week was as confi-
dent as I have felt on a golf course,”
Fleetwood said. “It’s strange when you
have the two best finishes of the year
and you’re disappointed in both of
them because I really felt like I had
good chances in both and I didn’t win
either. “But overall, everything’s in real-
ly good shape.” — AFP

Coleman to 
double at US 
trials, worlds and
Tokyo Olympics
LONDON: World 100m silver medallist
Christian Coleman will go for a sprint double
at July’s US championships, setting the stage
for a run at gold in both at Doha’s world
championships and the 2020 Tokyo Olympics,
his manager told Reuters.

“He is definitely doubling,” Emanuel
Hudson said in a telephone interview.
“Christian Coleman always has considered
himself a 100-200 metres athlete,” Hudson
added in revealing the world 60m record
holder’s plans to go for his first double on the
global stage. “The norm is he would be run-
ning the 100 and 200. So ideally he is going to
run both at the Olympic Games.” A long 2017
collegiate season before Coleman turned pro-
fessional led the sprinter to contest only the
100m at London’s world championships, even
though he made the US team in both sprints.

Then last season hamstring problems cur-
tailed his 200m plans. The decision to double
this time, along with world and Olympic impli-
cations, assures the US nationals/world trials,
scheduled for Des Moines, Iowa, of a major
showdown in both events. World champion

Justin Gatlin and indoor bronze medallist
Ronnie Baker will likely be Coleman’s oppo-
nents in the 100m and Diamond League win-
ner Noah Lyles in the 200m.

Lyles has not totally closed the door on
doubling, though. “As of right now, the plan is
the 200,” Lyles’ coach Lance Brauman told
Reuters. “But all options will stay on the table
just in case.” Coleman, the 2017 US collegiate
double sprint champion, is planning to com-
pete in both events on the Diamond League
circuit before chasing the US double, his man-
ager said. The 23-year-old will open his
Diamond League season with a 100m headlin-
er against Chinese world indoor silver medal-
list Su Bingtian in Shanghai on May 18 and is
confirmed for a 100m at the Prefontaine
Classic near San Francisco on June 30.

Although Coleman missed several races
with hamstring problems before roaring back
with the year’s fastest 100 (a personal best
9.79 seconds) in 2018, “I don’t think that (the
double) will be a problem,” his manager said.

A final check at the Florida Relays, where
Coleman ran the 4x200m and 4x400m relays,
showed he was ready. “He’s healthy. We are
not putting him in a whole bunch of meets and
his last likely race, in Lausanne, will be 20 days
before the US championships,” Hudson said.

Coleman’s 200m best of 19.85 seconds in
2017 is two-tenths of a second slower than
Lyles’ top time, but Hudson is expecting big
things this season. “Since then (2017) he has
broken the world record in the 60 metres
and run a personal best in the 100,” the man-
ager said.  — Reuters

Five players
to watch at
the Masters
AUGUSTA: Five Players to Watch at the 83rd
Masters golf tournament, which begins tomor-
row at par-72 Augusta National:

RORY MCILROY
The 29-year-old from Northern Ireland

hopes to complete a career Grand Slam by win-
ning his first Masters title. His first major win
came at the 2011 US Open-just two months
after a final-round collapse cost him a victory at
Augusta National. World number three McIlroy
went on to win the 2012 and 2014 PGA
Championships and the 2014 British Open. He
will have a starring role when the British Open is
played in July at Northern Ireland’s Royal
Portrush and would love to be there wearing a
green jacket, the symbol of a Masters champion.
He won the Players Championship last month
and has opened the year with seven top-10 fin-
ishes in a row.

TIGER WOODS 
The 43-year-old American has won 14 major

titles, four of them at the Masters but none since
the 2008 US Open. He’s back in good health
after spinal fusion surgery that ended years of
injury woes. Former world number one Woods,
now ranked 12th, was second at the 2018 PGA
Championship, his best major showing since a
runner-up effort to South Korean Yang Yong-
eun at the 2009 PGA. He won his 80th career
PGA Tour title, two shy of matching Sam
Snead’s all-time record, at the 2018 Tour
Championship and reached the last eight at the
WGC Match-Play Championship last month.

JUSTIN ROSE 
The 38-year-old Englishman has been a run-

ner-up in two of the past four Masters, losing a
playoff to Spain’s Sergio Garcia in 2017 and fir-
ing the lowest second-place score in Masters
history along with Phil Mickelson in 2015
behind winner Jordan Spieth. Rose took his
most recent title in January at Torrey Pines. The
2013 US Open champion also shared second at
last year’s British Open. Returned to world num-
ber one on Monday, overtaking Dustin Johnson.
Has been in the top 15 in seven of the past eight
years at the Masters.

PHIL MICKELSON 
The US left-hander, a five-time major cham-

pion who turns 49 in June, would become the
oldest major golf winner if he captures a fourth
green jacket after 2004, 2006 and 2010. Julius
Boros owns the eldest major winner mark after
winning won the 1968 PGA Championship at
age 48. And Jack Nicklaus is the oldest Masters
champion, winning at 46 in 1986 for the last of
his all-time record 18 major titles. Mickelson,
ranked 22nd, also won the 2005 PGA
Championship and 2013 British Open and is a
six-time runner-up at the US Open. He’ll try to
complete the career Grand Slam in June at
Pebble Beach, where he won the PGA Pebble
Beach Pro-Am for the fifth time in February.
Mickelson was second at the Masters as
recently as 2015.

BROOKS KOEPKA 
The 28-year-old American has not played the

Masters since becoming a major champion but
the man who won two of the past three majors
looks set for a top-10 showing at Augusta
National this week. Koepka did win the 2017
and 2018 US Open titles and held off Tiger
Woods in an electric atmosphere to win his
third major crown at the 2018 PGA
Championship. But he missed last year’s
Masters with a left wrist injury that kept him out
from early January to late April. Fourth-ranked
Koepka has improved in each visit to the
Masters, going from 33rd in his 2015 debut to
21st in 2016 and 11th in 2017. His most recent
win came last October in South Korea. — AFP

KUWAIT: Within its social responsibility activities, The Commercial Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) recently sponsored the ‘I CAN’ marathon organized by Special
Education Schools Scout Girls. 

In this regard, CBK’s deputy director for corporal communication, Amani
Al-Wer’a stressed that CBK is always keen on communicating with various
social sects, namely people with special needs. 

CBK sponsors ‘I CAN’ marathon

World’s 10 top-ranked
golfers seeking first 
Masters green jacket
AUGUSTA: There’s a major hole on the career accomplishments list for
the world’s 10 top-ranked golfers this week at Augusta National-none
of them owns a Masters champion’s green jacket.

It’s the first time since the global rankings began in 1986 that the
entire top 10 arrived at the year’s first major tournament and none of
them had ever won the Masters, including new world number one Justin
Rose of England. “If you look at the skill sets of the guys at the top of
the world rankings, Augusta really should suit most of us,” Rose said.
“So I would say that this year there’s probably a very good probability
that one of those guys will get it done.”

Third-ranked Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland, a four-time major
winner, needs a Masters win to become only the sixth golfer to com-
plete a career Grand Slam.

There’s a trio of top-10 Americans with major wins lacking one at
Augusta National, including second-ranked Dustin Johnson, three-time
major winner Brooks Koepka (fourth) and 2017 PGA Championship
winner Justin Thomas (fifth). “I think it’s just a coincidence that nobody
in the top 10 has won the Masters,” Thomas said. “It definitely speaks to
the new wave of players.” Three more US players seek their first major
title: Bryson DeChambeau (sixth), Rickie Fowler (ninth) and Xander
Schauffele (10th).

Mix in reigning seventh-ranked reigning British Open champion
Francesco Molinari of Italy and sixth-ranked Spaniard Jon Rahm, who
shared fourth last year in only his second Masters start, and there’s an
element of extra hunger under the Georgia pines this week.

“The most important thing I learned last year is that Augusta
National, expect for the par-5s, plays over par,” Rahm said. “So if you
make par, don’t get frustrated. That’s just the way it is around this
course.” Rahm, 24, could not claw back from an opening 75 last year
despite firing the lowest Masters third-round score of 65, but won the
Spanish Open the following week.

“I hope my putting is a lot better than it was last year,” Rahm said. “I
feel strong in every part of my game. I just want to make a few more
putts than I did last year.” 

The only golfer among the world’s top 16 who has won the Masters
is 14-time major winner Tiger Woods. And the 12th-ranked American,
now 43, won his most recent of four Masters crowns in 2005. — AFP


