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KHARTOUM: Sudanese men gather atop a military vehicle with soldiers underneath a pedestrian crossing during a demonstration in front of the military headquarters yesterday. —AFP 

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s police yesterday
ordered its forces to avoid intervening
against protesters as three Western nations
threw their weight behind demonstrators’
demands for a political transition plan in the
country. The call by the police, following a
policy of non-intervention by the military,
came as thousands of protesters massed for
the fourth straight day outside army head-
quarters in Khartoum, urging the top brass
to back their call on President Omar Al-
Bashir to resign.

The protests, which first began in
December, pose the biggest challenge to
Bashir in his three decades of iron-fisted
rule. Thousands chanting “freedom, free-
dom” stayed camped outside army head-
quarters in Khartoum since Saturday, after
security forces abandoned two separate
bids to disperse them when soldiers fired in
the air to protect demonstrators earlier in
the day, witnesses said. “We call on God to
preserve the security and calm of our coun-
try ... and to unite the Sudanese people .. for
an agreement which would support the

peaceful transition of power,” police
spokesman said in a statement. It added
that police had “ordered all its forces” not
to “intervene against the citizens or peace-
ful rallies”. The United States, the United
Kingdom and Norway too called for a tran-
sition plan. “The time has come for the
Sudanese authorities to respond to these
popular demands in a serious and credible
way,” the embassies of the three countries
said in a joint statement. “The Sudanese
authorities must now respond and deliver a
credible plan for this political transition.”

Thousands have been rallying since
Saturday outside the sprawling complex
that also houses the president’s residence in
the largest demo since the protests erupted
against a three-fold increase in bread
prices in December. The demonstrations
have since mushroomed in towns and cities
across the northeast African country,
widening their demands to call for Bashir to
step down.

Early yesterday, members of the
National Intelligence and Security Service

and riot police fired tear gas at the protest-
ers in an abortive bid to end their sit-in,
protest movement organizers said. “There
was heavy firing of tear gas after which
army soldiers opened the gates of the com-
pound for protesters to enter,” a witness
told AFP. “A few minutes later a group of
soldiers fired gunshots in the air to push
back the security forces who were firing
tear gas.” A second witness said soldiers
had intervened against the security agents.

Since the protests erupted in December,
the armed forces have remained on the
sidelines even as security agents and riot
police have cracked down. Yesterday, the
crowds could be seen hoisting soldiers into
the air on their shoulders, and dancing and
chanting with them. The demonstrators
have called on the army to protect them
from the deadly crackdown, during their
four days camped outside its headquarters.

Hours later, security forces made a sec-
ond attempt to clear the sit-in yesterday,
witnesses said. They fired tear gas and shot
in the air as they approached the area, wit-

nesses said, adding that soldiers intervened
again firing in the air. Footage obtained by
AFP in Paris showed security agents also
firing in the air to clear the sit-in on
Monday, an operation which also had to be
abandoned after troops intervened. Troops
can be seen firing machine-guns as protest-
ers run in groups, some taking shelter
behind army vehicles and chanting “Allahu
Akbar (God is Greatest)”.

‘No chaos’ 
Defense Minister General Awad Ibnouf

vowed the army would prevent any slide
into chaos. “Sudan’s armed forces under-
stand the reasons for the demonstrations
and is not against the demands and aspira-
tions of the citizens, but it will not allow the
country to fall into chaos,” Ibnouf said on
Monday, quoted by the official SUNA news
agency. In a separate statement, army chief
of staff Kamal Abdelmarouf said the mili-
tary was “discharging its responsibility in
securing and protecting citizens”.

Officials say 38 people have died in

protest-related violence since December.
After a meeting chaired by Bashir on
Sunday, Sudan’s security council said the
demands of the protesters “have to be
heard”. Bashir - wanted by the International
Criminal Court in The Hague on charges of
war crimes and genocide connected with
the suppression of a now 16-year-old eth-
nic minority rebellion in the western region
of Darfur - took power in an Islamist-
backed coup in 1989. He has responded to
the unrest with tough measures that have
seen protesters, opposition leaders,
activists and journalists arrested.

Interior Minister Bushara Juma said sev-
en protesters died and 15 were wounded on
Saturday while 2,496 arrests were made.
The umbrella group spearheading the
protests has appealed to the army for talks
on forming a transitional government. Omar
El-Digeir, a senior member of the group,
said protest organizers had formed a coun-
cil to open talks aimed at agreeing a “tran-
sitional government that represents the
wish of the revolution”. — AFP 

Sudan police orders forces not to intervene 
Western nations call for political transition plan
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TRIPOLI: The United Nations yesterday post-
poned a Libyan national conference aimed at
drawing up an election roadmap because of
fighting raging near the capital, in another set-
back to peace efforts. The move came as the
North African country’s warring parties faced
mounting international pressure to halt violence
that has caused thousands to flee and left sever-
al dozen people dead. “We cannot ask people to
take part in the conference during gunfire and
air strikes,” UN envoy Ghassan Salame said. He
expressed hope that the meeting, which had
been scheduled for next week, would take place
“as soon as possible”.

UN chief Antonio Guterres called for an
“immediate halt” to hostilities, after Tripoli’s
only functional airport was hit in an air strike
on Monday by the forces of strongman Khalifa
Haftar. After a night-time lull, fighting resumed
on Tuesday morning south of the city, a secu-
rity source said. The oil-rich country has been
rocked by violent power struggles between an
array of armed groups since the NATO-
backed overthrow of dictator Muammar
Gaddafi in 2011.

The UN-backed Government of National
Accord (GNA) controls the capital, but its
authority is not recognized by a parallel admin-
istration in the east of the country, allied with
Haftar. The strongman’s forces, who launched a
surprise offensive on the Libyan capital last
week, claimed responsibility for Monday’s air
raid on Mitiga airport. It caused no casualties,

but left a metre-deep crater on a runway.
Salame said the attack “constitutes a serious
violation of international humanitarian law which
prohibits attacks against civilian infrastructure”.

Thousands displaced 
Flights were suspended on Monday, but the

airport was due to be reopened to night-time
flights only late yesterday. Since launching his
lightning offensive on Tripoli last Thursday,
Hafter has defied international calls to halt the
advance, including from the UN Security
Council and the United States. The unity gov-
ernment’s health ministry on Monday put the
death toll in the fighting at 35. Haftar’s forces
have said 14 of their fighters have died. The UN
said the clashes have displaced some 3,400
people. French President Emmanuel Macron

spoke with GNA leader Fayez Al-Sarraj to voice
his “total opposition to the offensive against the
capital and the endangering of civilian lives”, the
unity government said. The French presidency
said in a statement that Macron had also been in
contact with Haftar and in his calls expressed his
“deep concern about the latest developments”,
adding it was “imperative” that the fighting ends
immediately.

International efforts to end the Libyan con-
flict have repeatedly failed. Rival leaders agreed
last year to hold elections before December 10,
2018 under a French plan, but that vote never
materialized. The national conference, which had
been scheduled for April 14-16 in the central city
of Ghadames, aimed to fix dates for legislative
and presidential elections, and work towards a
new constitution.—AFP

UN postpones 
Libya talks as 
violence rages

BHUBANESWAR/SRINAGAR: At least
seven people including a state legislator
for India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) were killed in two separate attacks
yesterday, officials said, days before
India begins a general election. Five
people including BJP lawmaker Bheema
Mandavi were killed in the eastern state
of Chhattisgarh after Maoist militants
detonated a bomb as Mandavi and his
entourage were driving back from a
campaign appearance, district magis-
trate Topeshwar Verma said.

Another senior police officer said the
explosion left the car a twisted ruin, and
the bodies of some victims unrecogniz-
able. A second trailing vehicle was
ambushed after the blast and came
under heavy gunfire from guerillas hid-
ing in the surrounding jungle, he added.
Attacks on Indian forces by jungle-
based Maoist units are frequent and
often deadly in Chhattisgarh, a poor and
restive state. Four soldiers were killed in
an ambush there just last week.

But this strike, less than 48 hours
before voting begins in India’s national
poll, delivered a jolt to security as
authorities prepare to hold the biggest
election in history. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who hails from the
same party as the slain state legislator,
condemned the strike. “My tributes to
the security personnel who were mar-

tyred,” he posted on Twitter. “The sacri-
fices of these martyrs will not go in
vain.”

In a separate attack, unknown gun-
men burst into a hospital in the northern
state of Jammu and Kashmir and killed
Chandrakant Sharma, a regional leader
of a Hindu group linked to BJP, along
with his bodyguard, a police official said.
Authorities imposed an indefinite curfew
in the town of Kishtwar, bordering the
contested Muslim-majority region of
Kashmir claimed by both India and
Pakistan, and sent troops to the area.

Sharma, 48, was a leader of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
the influential parent organization of
Modi’s BJP. He was flown to a hospital at
the Government Medical College in
Jammu but died there, senior police offi-
cer Angrez Singh Rana said. “He was the
centre of hope and trust for a patriotic
society that is against terrorism,” said
Manmohan Vaidya, general secretary of
the RSS.

Last November, Sharma’s close asso-
ciate Anil Parihar, 52, a leader of the BJP,
and his brother Ajeet, 55, were also
killed in Kishtwar. The issue of Kashmir
looms large in India’s multi-phase gen-
eral election after a February suicide
attack that killed 40 Indian paramilitary
troopers was claimed by a militant
group based in Pakistan. —Agencies 

Seven dead in attacks on
Hindu leaders in India

TRIPOLI: Fighters from a Misrata armed group loyal to the internationally recognized
Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA) prepare their ammunition before heading to
the frontline yesterday. — AFP 


