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LONDON: Harry Kane and Mohamed Salah
have the perfect stage to end their unexpected
slumps when the superstar strikers go head to
head at Wembley tomorrow. Just four months
ago, Tottenham striker Kane and Liverpool for-
ward Salah were being hailed as Europe’s most
feared marksmen after the pair tore through
Premier League defences on a weekly basis.

Yet they go into this weekend’s eagerly an-
ticipated clash between Tottenham and Liver-
pool with concerns about their ability to
maintain that breathtaking form in the midst of a
post-World Cup malaise. Kane and Salah
slugged it out for the Premier League’s Golden
Boot prize right up to the last game of the sea-
son. The Egypt international, with 32 goals,
pipped his England rival to the coveted prize de-
spite Kane’s first 30-league-goal season. Salah
bagged an incredible 44 goals in all competitions
in his debut year with Liverpool, earning him the
Professional Footballers’ Association and Foot-
ball Writers’ Association player of the year
awards.

But Salah’s season came to a bitter conclusion
in the Champions League final when he suffered
a shoulder injury after a cynical challenge from
Real Madrid’s Sergio Ramos. Leaving the pitch
in tears, Salah’s departure triggered Liverpool’s
3-1 defeat and ultimately cast a cloud over his
World Cup, where he missed the first match and
was unable to stop Egypt crashing out at the
group stage.

The 26-year-old returned to Merseyside to
kick off the new campaign with a goal in the

demolition of West Ham. But while Salah has
scored twice in four games so far for Jurgen
Klopp’s high-flying Liverpool, he has not been
the effervescent figure that tormented oppo-
nents last term.

The combination of lethal finishing and off-
the-cuff inspiration that made him such a joy to
watch has been replaced with a more subdued
demeanour that gives the impression he has lost
his mojo for now. Replicating the sky-high stan-
dards of 2017-18 was never going to be easy for
Salah and, ironically, he was warned of the po-
tential for a sophomore slump by Kane last May.

“For me it is about doing it year after year.
Any player wants to do it on a consistent basis
and that’s what defines a good player from a
great player,” he said. Kane and Salah have a re-
spectful relationship, but their rivalry intensified
when Salah questioned the decision to award
Tottenham’s second goal in April’s 2-0 win at
Stoke to Kane, after it had initially been credited
to Christian Eriksen.

BURNOUT 
Kane may have been hurt by the perception

he was greedily hunting individual accolades
but, undeterred, the England captain finished as
top scorer at the World Cup with six goals. Yet,
by his own admission, Kane was not quite at his
best in Russia despite England’s run to the semi-
finals and the hangover has continued into the
new campaign.

The 25-year-old has just scored two goals in
six games for club and country this season, with

the statistics behind those numbers making for
even more unsettling reading. Sky Sports statis-
tics released this week show Kane averaged 6.7
shots per 90 minutes by the end of August 2017,
whereas he currently averages 2.6 shots per
match. Amid fears Kane is nearing burnout, Eng-
land boss Gareth Southgate was forced to de-

fend his decision to bring on his captain as a
substitute in the 1-0 friendly win over Switzer-
land on Tuesday. Ankle ligament damage suf-
fered at the beginning of April, fatigue after such
a short summer break and opponents taking
extra care to snuff him out have all been mooted
as reasons for Kane’s problems.— AFP

Kane, Salah in spotlight 
as struggling stars clash

LEICESTER: Switzerland’s defender Francois Moubandje (L) vies with England’s striker Harry
Kane during a friendly international football match between England and Switzerland at the
King Power stadium in Leicester. —AFP

Kane, Salah being hailed as Europe’s most feared marksmen

MILAN: While Cristiano Ronaldo spent part of the interna-
tional break on holiday in St Tropez, his Juventus team mate
Paulo Dybala found himself in all-too familiar surroundings
on the substitutes’ bench.

Ronaldo has failed to find the net during his first three
games for Juventus following his move from Real Madrid and
will continue his quest when the Serie A leaders, early leaders
with nine points, host surprise early challengers Sassuolo on
Sunday. But if the five-times World Player of the Year is feel-
ing frustrated by his mini-drought-and his reactions on the
pitch suggest he is-his worries pale in comparison to Dy-
bala’s unhappy start to the season. The 24-year-old Argen-
tine, known as the Jewel for his pace, technique and scoring
prowess, has played a pivotal role for Juventus since joining
them three years ago.

But, having started Juve’s opening game of the season, a
3-2 win at Chievo, Dybala was then left out of the starting
line-up for the following two games against Lazio and Parma.

He then joined Argentina on a quick tour of the United
States, where he was expected to get at least one start, but
had to be content with a second-half substitute’s appearance
in the second match against Colombia.— Reuters

Ronaldo struggles 
for goals, Dybala 
for playing time

LONDON: England manager Gareth Southgate believes Marcus
Rashford should be given time to flourish despite clamour for the
Manchester United forward to be given more minutes at club level.
Rashford was one of few bright sparks for Southgate, scoring both
England’s goals in a 2-1 defeat to Spain and 1-0 victory over
Switzerland in the past week. However, he has struggled to hold
down a regular first-team place under Jose Mourinho at Old Traf-
ford and will be suspended for United’s next three domestic
games after being sent off at Burnley before the international
break. Southgate, though, used the example of England captain
Harry Kane and Cristiano Ronaldo to show that at just 20, Rash-
ford has plenty of time on his side. “We have to remember that
Harry, at that age, had hardly played anywhere near the same
number of matches for Spurs,” said Southgate.

“Even with some of the step-overs and things Ronaldo was
doing at that age he wasn’t converting them into the number of
goals. “So we have to give him time to develop. He has still played
a lot of football, although maybe not continuous starts, and I’m
really pleased for him that he leaves us full of confidence.”

Southgate has raised concerns over the lack of opportunities
afforded to English players in the Premier League, making the
pool he has to select from ever shallower. Yet, he refused to crit-
icise any of the top six managers, all of whom are foreign, for put-

ting their own interests first.
“It’s not my business to interfere with club managers. They

have a difficult job to do and they have big squads at the top six,
with huge competition for places. “Jose thinks the world of Mar-
cus. He’s a huge admirer of him, but he has got his job to do. There
is huge competition for places at his club so you can understand
that.” Ruben Loftus-Cheek is another of England’s squad that ad-
vanced to the semi-finals of the World Cup struggling for minutes
at Chelsea. The midfielder made his first start of the season against
Switzerland having previously just come off the bench twice for
Maurizio Sarri’s men. “Right now I am at Chelsea and my focus is
at Chelsea and learning at Chelsea,” said Loftus-Cheek. “That is
in the future and we will deal with that when it comes. “I’m not
sure when I am going to play. It is just down to me working hard
in training.” —AFP

Give Rashford 
time to shine, 
insists Southgate

LEICESTE: England’s striker Marcus Rashford celebrates
after scoring during a friendly international football match
between England and Switzerland at the King Power sta-
dium in Leicester. — AFP


