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TEPIC: Failure to meet global targets to limit
rising temperatures will mean more heat-re-
lated deaths, researchers said yesterday.
Countries have signed the Paris agreement on
climate change to limit the rise in global tem-
peratures to well below 2 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels, and ideally to 1.5C.
An increase of 3C or 4C could raise mortality
rates by between 1 and 9 percent, according
to a study published in the journal Climatic
Change. 

“Currently, we are on a trajectory to reach

over 3 degrees Celsius of warming, and if this
trend continues there would be serious con-
sequences for health in many parts of the
world,” said co-author Antonio Gasparrini in
a statement. Southeast Asian nations like the
Philippines and Vietnam would be most af-
fected by heat-related mortality, along with
those in Southern Europe and South America,
according to the report. 

A drop in cold-related deaths elsewhere
would not be enough to offset overall in-
crease, said researchers led by scientists from

the London School of Hygiene & Tropical
Medicine who looked at 23 countries for the
survey. A nudge in global temperatures from
1.5C to 2C would likely result in less than a 1
percent increase in related deaths in warmer
regions such as Southern Europe, South
America and Southeast Asia, they said.

The study did not take into account meas-
ures to adapt to rising temperatures, or de-
mographic and economic factors, but those
could have an impact when it comes to reduc-
ing heat-related deaths, said lead author Ana

Maria Vicedo-Cabrera. “Evidence so far sug-
gests that we are adapting to heat, so we ex-
pect that in the future, maybe, the mortality
risk due to temperatures could be lower com-
pared to today, but still it’s not clear,” Vicedo-
Cabrera told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres warned this week it
could be too late to stop “runaway climate
change” unless countries take action by 2020
to reduce global warming. (Reporting by So-
phie Hares; editing by Jared Ferrie. —Reuters

Rising temperatures mean 
‘more deaths’ worldwide

An increase of 3C or 4C could raise mortality rates

‘Sex and the City’ 
actress in uphill 
NY election fight
NEW YORK: Cynthia Nixon, the
telegenic, left-leaning “Sex and the City”
actress turned activist, faces the electoral
battle of her life yesterday in her long-shot
bid to unseat New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo. The 52-year-old mother of three
wants to become the first woman and first
openly gay governor of America’s fourth
most populous state, which leans Democ-
rat but has upstate areas that voted for
Donald Trump. But first she faces off
against Cuomo, 60, in the state’s Demo-
cratic primary yesterday. Turnout is usu-
ally notoriously low but polling stations
open at 6:00 am and close at 9:00pm.

Nixon has campaigned hard to the
left, hoping to ride the crest of other
upset victories by political first-timers in
Democratic Party primaries in congres-
sional seats in places like New York and
Boston. “This is not a moment to sit on
the sidelines. This is a moment to stand
up and fight back,” she told an election
eve rally. “It is hard to go up against the
Cuomo machine and it takes an enor-
mous amount of bravery, but we are tired
of the status Cuomo,” she added. “We
know we can do better.”

Yet she heads into the vote trailing
Cuomo in every single demographic
group, the governor leading 63-22 per-
cent, up from 60-29 percent in late July,
according to the latest poll from Siena
College. Cuomo, the son of a governor
who married a daughter of Robert F
Kennedy and had three children before
they divorced, has traded hard on his
own progressive record and outspent his
competitor. He also won a last-minute
endorsement from rap star Nicki Minaj,

who told her 20 million Twitter followers
that New Yorkers should vote for the
governor. “Spread the word. See you at
the polls,” she wrote.

Bagel meltdown
Nixon has hit Cuomo hard on the

crumbling subway, going after his more
centrist credentials and for taking dona-
tions from Trump in the past, as well as
his bevvy of corporate donors. She
champions economic equality, slams sys-
temic racism, and backs single-payer
healthcare, legalized marijuana and pub-
lic education. Likely to work in Cuomo’s
favor is that New York allows only reg-
istered Democrats to vote in the primary.

Nixon dived into the race last March,
but in the final home-stretch, the fight
has been dirty. A Democratic Party
mailer implied she was anti-Semitic,
sparking a furious backlash but Cuomo
pleaded innocent. Nixon leapt on what
she denounced as a smear campaign,
pointing out that she was bringing up
two of her children Jewish and attended
synagogue. Then she sailed into contro-
versy and free column inches of her own-
for a bagel order that incensed almost
everyone-the incongruous lox, cream
cheese, tomatoes and capers on a cinna-
mon and raisin bun.

Should she pull off the impossible it
will be a humiliating blow to a governor
said to harbor presidential ambitions, and
who served as a cabinet secretary under
Bill Clinton at the tender age of 39. But
winning state-wide is tough, especially
for a first-timer up against the well-oiled
and seriously well-funded machinery of a
two-time governor running for his third
term. “Whether people love him or not,
they know who he is,” said Michael
Miller, professor of political science at
Barnard College. “To break through, that
requires a lot of money and organiza-
tion,” he said. “A lot of people would be
surprised if she did pull it off.” —AFP

‘Life-threatening’ 
Hurricane Florence 
closes in on US east 
WILMINGTON: “Life-threatening” Hurricane Flo-
rence edged closer to the east coast of the United
States yesterday, with tropical-force winds and rain
already lashing barrier islands just off the North Car-
olina mainland. The huge storm weakened to a Cat-
egory 2 hurricane overnight, but forecasters warned
that it still packed a dangerous punch - 110 mile-an-
hour winds and torrential rains. Georgia joined four
other coastal states issuing an emergency declara-
tion as forecasts showed Florence dumping historic
amounts of rain on the southern state. As Florence
closed in, President Donald Trump and state and
local officials urged residents in the path of the storm
to evacuate. 

“We are completely ready for hurricane Florence,
as the storm gets even larger and more powerful. Be
careful!” Trump tweeted. Appeals to stay safe came
from as far away as space. German astronaut Alexan-
der Gerst tweeted pictures of the monster storm taken
from the International Space Station along with the
warning: “Watch out, America!” The National Hurri-
cane Center (NHC) downgraded Florence to a Cate-
gory 2 storm from Category 3 on the five-level
Saffir-Simpson wind scale, the second such drop in the
space of hours. But the Miami-based NHC stressed it
remained “a life-threatening situation” due to the risks
of storm surge around coastal areas. Up to 1.7 million
people are under voluntary or mandatory evacuation
orders, and coastal residents were frantically boarding
up homes and businesses and hitting the road on
Wednesday as the storm approached. “Get out of its
way, don’t play games with it, it’s a big one, maybe as
big as they’ve seen,” Trump on Wednesday. “We’ll han-
dle it. We’re ready, we’re able. “Protection of life is the
absolute highest priority,” he added.

‘Mike Tyson punch’
Florence is forecast to dump up to 40 inches (one

meter) of rain in some areas after it makes landfall in
North and South Carolina Thursday night or Friday.
“This rainfall would produce catastrophic flash flood-
ing and significant river flooding,” the NHC said. Life-
threatening storm surges of up to 13 feet were also
forecast in some areas along with the possibility of
tornadoes in North Carolina.

“This is going to be a Mike Tyson punch to the
Carolina coast,” said Jeff Byard, associate administra-

tor for response and recovery at the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. “This is not going to be
a glancing blow,” Byard said, warning of power out-
ages, road closures, infrastructure damage and poten-
tial loss of life. Duke Energy, a power company in the
Carolinas, estimated that one million to three million
customers could lose electricity because of the storm
and that it could take weeks to restore. As of 8:00 am,
the eye of the storm was 170 miles east-southeast of
Wilmington, North Carolina, moving northwest at 12
mph. The storm was heading for the coast of the two
states but heavy rain was also expected in Virginia to
the north and Georgia to the south. Georgia Governor
Nathan Deal declared a state of emergency “in light
of the storm’s forecasted southward track after making
landfall”. “The state is mobilizing all available re-
sources to ensure public safety,” Deal said. “I encour-
age Georgians to be prepared for the inland effects of
the storm as well as the ensuing storm surge in coastal
areas.” A state of emergency has also been declared
in Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia
and Washington. People fleeing coastal North and
South Carolina clogged highways as Florence bore
down for a direct hit in the low-lying region dense
with beachfront vacation homes. The eastbound lanes
of several major highways have been shut to allow
traffic to flow inland, but the exodus was slow along
roads jammed with outward-bound vehicles.

‘You can’t stop Nature’ 
In Wilmington, Solange Iliou Thompson closed

down her restaurant, Indochine, because all of her em-
ployees had left the city. “All my staff are gone,”
Thompson said. “There’s nobody left to work. “But I’m
staying,” she said. “The building’s solid and Buddha
will protect us.” “What can you do?” she asked. “You
can’t stop Mother Nature.” In a trailer park outside
Wilmington, Alondra Espinoza was preparing to leave
with her two young children. —AFP

FLORIDA: Water rolls up and around a bench as Hurricane
Florence closes in on US east.  —AFP


