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Red Bull car park drift: 
A return to origins 

Beirut’s Martyrs Square to host the regional finals

BEIRUT: Red Bull Car Park Drift is once again back to
its city of origin, Beirut, where everything started
more than a decade ago. Meanwhile, the region’s
qualifiers that kicked off earlier this year are on track,
moving from one city to another. They will climax next
month at the foot of Beirut’s Martyrs’ Statue, with the
most spectacular shows that the regional drifting elite
has to offer.

The grand finale is scheduled to take place on
Sunday the 23rd of September, starting 2:00PM, in the
Parking lot adjacent to Beirut’s Martyrs’ Square. The
Lebanese Capital will host 17 drifters from 15 coun-
tries; namely the champions of the local qualifiers that
were held in various cities in the region. All of them,
however, are aiming for the prestigious “King of Drift”
title, though only one will be crowned. 

THE CAPITAL OF THRILL AND ACTION 
Over ten thousand motorsport lovers are expected

to flow to Beirut to witness this unique event. The

Lebanese in general are known for their passion for
drift shows, and the capital is usually full of tourists
of Arab and other nationalities during this time of
year. All of them will have the opportunity to enjoy
the outstanding shows from the free standing places
on the public platform, or by booking their seats on
the grandstand. The t icketing modality wil l  be
announced soon. 

The local qualifiers in the various participating
countries had kicked off in Muscat, Oman, on the 26th
of January, before moving to Abu Dhabi, and from
there to Cairo, Doha, Kuwait, Marrakesh, and Amman,
all the way to Port Louis, the Mauritian capital, Algeria,
Istanbul, Tunis and Lebanon. 

MORE THAN JUST DRIFT 
One may think this is just about car drift shows with

no rules or restrictions. Yet, Red Bull Car Park Drift has
taken competition in this category of motorsports to a
whole other level, by adopting new regulations and

criteria. Drifters will undoubtedly seek to demonstrate
their skills and driving control capabilities by perform-
ing drift shows, but they will have to take other things
into consideration as well. 

As a matter of fact, every participant is expected to
pimp-up their car according to the tournament’s
requirements in terms of looks, design and special
effects, meant to amplify the roaring and magnify the
rubber smolder. Drifting skills are certainly a major
element, though they only constitute one of nine crite-
ria in a weighted grading system. The total score will
determine a driver’s ranking, based on the evaluation of
a special panel of judges. In addition to drifting skills,
criteria include the car’s looks and design, sound, and
tire smoke, besides the box and spiral. Participants will
also be graded for manoeuvers included in special cat-
egories called “gate”, “flipper” and “clip”.

FROM JAPAN TO LEBANON
Red Bull Car Park Drift took place for the first time

in 2008 in a shopping center in Beirut. It gave drifters
an opportunity to put their skills to the test safely and
away from the streets. The event was so well received
by the large community of drift and motorsports lovers
in the region, thus turning the championship into an
annual and much awaited regional championship.

This sport originated in the Japanese mountains in
the 1960s, with a group of competing off-roaders,
before drift tournaments became an integral part of
the prestigious Japan Touring Car Championship by
1970. In the 1990s, tournaments became more organ-
ized and widespread in countries such as the UK,
Australia, New Zealand, and China, before reaching
the Middle East through Lebanon in 2008 with Red
Bull Car Park Drift. 

Red Bull Car Park Drift series final in Beirut is in
collaboration with Total, Falken Tires, Honor from Go
Mobile and Noise. And the media partnership of
Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation International
(LBCI), Sawt El Ghad, and NRJ Radio. 

LONDON: All pain and very little gain is
the story of Williams’ Formula One season
so far, with the former champions last and
with only seven points from 14 races ahead
of Sunday’s Singapore Grand Prix. Claire
Williams, the deputy principal who runs the
illustrious team founded by her father Frank,
can only agree about the pain but is
adamant there will also be a gain eventually.

“I did read the other day about some-
body saying they didn’t think Williams felt
pain any more when we don’t do well,” she
told Reuters in a recent interview. “For me
this has been up there with one of the most
painful experiences of my life.

“This team... is like another sibling to me.
It feels like another one of my children. I
take a huge sense of personal responsibility
for it.” Williams were fifth last year, well
behind fourth placed Force India but still
the only team outside the top three with a
driver on the podium.

Technical head Paddy Lowe had sig-
nalled a change of aerodynamic philosophy
before the season started but the outcome
has been like having an ice bucket poured
over the head. Williams have scored points
in only two races, Canadian Lance Stroll
eighth in Azerbaijan and ninth in Italy with
Russian Sergey Sirotkin 10th after Haas
driver Romain Grosjean was disqualified.

Haas are appealing, meaning that those
points from Monza are not yet assured.

There has been some improvement, with
Stroll qualifying 10th in Monza in the team’s
best Saturday performance so far, but
Williams are still far behind the rest. That is
not a new experience for a proud team that
dominated in the 1980s and 90s but have
gone up and down like a yo-yo of late, third
in 2014 after finishing ninth in 2013.

Claire Williams felt the turnaround that
followed the 2011-13 period, and owed a lot
to the introduction of the V6 turbo hybrid
engines and the dominance of suppliers
Mercedes, had brought a sense of false
security. “Sometimes that blinds you a bit...
and you don’t do the level of detail, get into
the weeds of what you really need to do in
order to make a successful team,” she said.

“If anything positive has come out of
this, it has led all of us to really look deeply
at what we do and to make sure that where
we are failing, we’re addressing those
weaknesses and to make sure that we put
this team into good shape for the future.”

Williams said she had also asked herself
whether she might be part of the problem.
But where some teams might ‘chop a few
heads’ as part of the process of rebuilding,
she felt a more measured response was
needed. “One person can’t change the world.

No one person is the magician,” she said.
“They at least need to be afforded some

time to demonstrate their talent and to
implement changes... there would be no
point making a rash decision because
you’re only going to end up in the same
place. “It’s the same for me, I’d never been a
team principal before, or run a business
before I was running Williams. It’s a case of
going through your job and learning almost
as you go along. That’s what we’re doing.

“We’re now trying to do the best we can
to make sure that we put in place every-
thing we need to, to give it a successful
future. But that takes time.” Williams said
the rest of the season would be about
bringing upgraded parts to the car to evalu-
ate developments for next year’s campaign.

The team are losing title sponsor Martini
at the end of the season while Canadian bil-
lionaire Lawrence Stroll is expected to take
his son to Force India, which he now con-
trols through a consortium of investors.
That will leave a hole in the finances, with
the share of television revenues also set to
shrink as a result of the championship plac-
ing. Williams said it was not all doom and
gloom, however. “Lawrence has kept us
appraised of what his plans have been and
so we’ve been aware of that and can plan
for that,” she added. — Reuters

Williams feels the pain, still waiting for gain

Claire Williams

Sebastian Vettel

SINGAPORE: Sebastian Vettel is under
growing pressure to slash Lewis Hamilton’s
championship lead at this weekend’s
Singapore Grand Prix-and erase Ferrari’s
painful memories from last year in the
process.

Mercedes normally struggle at the
steamy Marina Bay Circuit, but in 2017
Hamilton won from fifth on a rain-soaked
grid after a first-lap shunt scuppered both
Ferraris and the Red Bull of Max
Verstappen.

Ferrari and Vettel are still smarting after
Hamilton won at Italy’s Monza 10 days ago,
despite the Marinello team locking out the
front row at their home grand prix. Vettel’s
first-lap spin after contact with Hamilton
enabled the Englishman to extend his lead
in the drivers’ standings to 30 points and
the German vowed to bounce straight back
in Singapore, where he has won a record
four times.

“For sure it’s a disappointment right
now,” Vettel said after the race. “But I am
turning the page and focusing on
Singapore-I like the place and I am happy
to go there.” Mercedes team boss Toto
Wolff warned this week that Ferrari and
Red Bull would have the edge on Mercedes
on the tight, twisting street circuit. But with
rain forecast again this week, anything
could happen.

“Singapore has features that we’ve
struggled with in the past,” said Wolff.
“The short straights, the slow, tight corners

and the bumpy surface all make the Marina
Bay Street Circuit one of the trickiest for
us. “On paper, the track should favour the
Ferraris, but the championship fight is so
close that predictions are almost meaning-
less.” Vettel said he was not worried about
the gap to Hamilton growing to 30 points
with seven races remaining, and is relishing
the chance to pounce on one of his
favourite tracks. 

“I think we have the pace,” the four-
time world champion said. “The points
sound a lot, but actually it doesn’t take a
long time to get them down.” Red Bull have
suffered a lean season but will fancy their
chances of picking up a second 2018 win
to follow Daniel Ricciardo’s triumph at
Monaco’s similarly twisty street circuit.
The Austrian team have not won in hot,
humid Singapore since 2013, when Vettel
was behind the wheel, but Ricciardo has
remarkably finished second in each of the
past three years. “It’s a place where I have
good races and finish pretty strong,” said
Ricciardo. “I’ve had four podiums and
three second places in a row there, so it’s
about time I win the damn thing.”

Verstappen echoed his team-mate’s
optimism. “I think the whole team is look-
ing forward to Singapore because we
know we have a real chance to have a good
result there,” said the Dutchman, who turns
21 at the end of the month. 

“The race has been a strong one for us
in the past and I think we should be able to
challenge for a podium.” Off the track,
much attention will focus on Kimi
Raikkonen after Ferrari announced that the
former world champion would be replaced
by Monaco’s Charles Leclerc, 20, next
year. More than 20,000 fans had signed an
online petition urging Ferrari to stick with
the veteran Finn, who will now join Sauber,
for one more season at least. —AFP

Vettel takes aim
at Hamilton with
Singapore sling


