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MoH grapples 
with MERS case...
Continued from Page 1

He was rushed to the emergency room of a medical
center in southern Seoul on arrival at Incheon
International Airport. 

As of Tuesday evening, a total of 21 people who had
come in close contact with the MERS patient, including
those on the plane, such as flight attendants, passengers,
medical staff and immigration officials, have been quaran-
tined in their homes and are being monitored for signs of
MERS. South Korea was hit by a MERS outbreak in 2015,
resulting in 38 deaths and 186 people testing positive for
the coronavirus. 

Later yesterday, Redha met South Korean Ambassador
Hong Young-ki. During the meeting, the two sides dis-
cussed ways to promote cooperation in various fields, par-
ticularly the medical field, since it rapidly changes and
requires constant follow-up on the latest global updates,
the health ministry said in a statement. They also
addressed cooperation in exchanging medical expertise, in
addition to mutual visits between Kuwaiti and South
Korean specialists to open new prospects for fruitful
action. The meeting also tackled ways to bolster the two
countries’ health cooperation and partnership, in addition
to discussing health programs and projects aimed to
enhance medical care in Kuwait. 

The health ministry also said yesterday that reports in
neighboring countries about the spread of cholera are
mere “media reports”. Assistant undersecretary for public
health Majida Al-Qattan commented on the reports at a
press conference, stressing “all precautionary measures
were taken to counter cholera and prevent it from spread-
ing”. She confirmed that no information has been received
from WHO and other relevant organizations about the
outbreak of the epidemic, explaining that the ministry
issued directives to intensify epidemiological surveillance
of the disease and to take the highest precautions. 

Although WHO hasn’t announced any cholera epidemic
outbreak in the region, the ministry has provided labora-
tory reagents and diagnostic capabilities for sampling and
laboratory diagnosis of suspected cases. As part of its
concern for the safety of citizens and residents in Kuwait,
the ministry has circulated all the treatment protocols
issued by WHO and the US Centers for Disease Control,
Qattan clarified. 

She stressed the ministry’s keenness to prevent the
transmission of such diseases to Kuwait, adding that the
ministry is constantly following the latest developments on
the cholera epidemic in coordination with the concerned
authorities, WHO and other international organizations.
She urged travelers, especially children under the age of
five, patients suffering from chronic diseases and pregnant
women not to travel to some countries suspected to have
any presence of the epidemic to avoid any infections. 

Separately, the health ministry announced yesterday
the formation of a committee to examine the death of a
Kuwaiti girl at a hospital after her family accused an expa-
triate doctor of responsibility. The ministry said the com-
mittee will include physicians from Kuwait University’s
School of Medicine and the department of health, stress-
ing the results of the investigation will be announced with
full transparency. 

Redha said in a press statement that technical investi-
gations into the death of Dora Al-Haraz have begun,
confirming that it will take legal action against anyone
who is proven to be negligent in this case. On Tuesday,
Health Minister Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah confirmed that
the death of Dora will not pass unnoticed, adding the
ministry has taken two steps in this regard - to suspend
all those who were treating the girl and imposing travel
bans. The hospital management was also advised to
make the necessary investigations to determine the cir-
cumstances of the accident.

MP Nasser Al-Dossari said the girl reportedly died of
an injection given by an expatriate female doctor and
demanded an investigation into the allegations. The law-
maker also demanded that authorities should not allow
the doctor to leave the country before the probe is com-
pleted and legal actions are taken. — Agencies 

Turkey nabs bomb 
suspect in Syrian...
Continued from Page 1

He said a man “working for Syrian intelligence” had given
the order for the bombing and called on others in Syria to
“return before it is too late”, saying Turkey will “look after
us”. Nazik, 34, from the Turkish southern city of Antakya, said
he had been responsible for making contact with Syrian intel-
ligence, bringing the explosives inside Turkey and obtaining
the vehicles used. Turkish Justice Minister Abdulhamit Gul
hailed the operation as “successful” and vowed Turkey’s
“independent judiciary will give the necessary punishment”.

A senior Turkish official, who asked not to be named, con-
firmed Anadolu’s report and said the testimony of Nazik
“confirmed long-standing rumors about the Assad regime’s
active role in the bombing”. Turkey has been an implacable
foe of Assad throughout the over seven-year Syrian conflict
and has repeatedly called for his ouster. Yet Ankara has also
been working in recent months more intensely with its main
allies Russia and Iran on ending the conflict.

Attention is now focused on Turkey’s reaction should the
regime go ahead with a planned assault on the last rebel
stronghold of Idlib, with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
warning such a move could lead to a humanitarian disaster.
That the operation to capture Nazik took place in Latakia is
significant as the city has been a regime stronghold through-

out the civil war and not an area where Turkey would usually
have any influence. Timur Akhmetov, Ankara-based
researcher at the Russian International Affairs Council, said
Russia was keen to channel Turkey’s Syria policy towards
security issues - where Ankara could find common ground
with Damascus - rather than backing rebels. “I think that the
Yusuf Nazik operation was carried out within this intention of
the Russia and Syrian authorities,” he told AFP. There were no
further details on whether the operation had been carried out
with or without the knowledge of the Syrian authorities or
Russian forces who are present in the area.

But Anadolu said no logistical or intelligence support had
come from “any foreign state” and the “detection, monitoring,
operation and transfer” had been carried out entirely by MIT
units. “A giant operation in Assad’s bastion,” said the pro-gov-
ernment Hurriyet daily. The operation is the latest in a series of
high-profile swoops by the MIT which is led by Hakan Fidan, a
shadowy figure regarded as hugely loyal to Erdogan. The intel-
ligence service has brought back to Turkey in recent weeks
suspects accused of links to preacher Fethullah Gulen, the
accused mastermind of the 2016 failed coup seeking to topple
Erdogan, from several countries including Kosovo, Gabon,
Moldova and Ukraine. 

“Nazik’s capture and repatriation should serve as a
reminder to all other criminals that we will never stop hunting
them,” said the senior Turkish official. Ankara is keenly aware of
the boost to public morale of successful secret service opera-
tions after the audacious 1999 nabbing in Kenya of Kurdish
militant leader Abdullah Ocalan gave a huge boost to the gov-
ernment of the time. — AFP 

Kuwait calls for 
joint military...
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He said it was “imperative” to “enhance and integrate our
capabilities for our mutual national security interests” and “rise
above all the other aspects”. According to him, two enduring
security threats are the destabilizing actions of Iran and violent
extremist organizations. “We are not abandoning this region or
our partners here, and our Central Command’s priorities here
have not changed. We need to face our common threats
together - and enforce this way of thinking and operating down
to the lowest levels of command,” he said. 

Votel mentioned areas of contribution including counterter-
rorism efforts with integrated special operations forces, basing
and over-flight rights, strategic airlifts, political statements sup-
porting peace and reconciliation, condemning violence, boots

on the ground and supplies, capacity building efforts and oth-
ers. “I hope this will be a good forum for sharing information
and maintaining high level mil-to-mil relationships. The input
and opinions you share with me and each other is invaluable
toward us taking the necessary steps to ensure our security,
achieve our national and shared interest and keep the lions at
bay,” concluded Votel.

In the concluding session, Khudher thanked the attendees
for their efforts in achieving the present and future goals of the
armed forces. “I hope these achievements will meet our expec-
tation. The success of our meeting expresses our cooperation
and I hope we will continue holding these meetings,” he noted.
In June 2017, Saudi Arabia and its allies cut all ties with Qatar,
demanding that their erstwhile ally cut longstanding ties with
the Muslim Brotherhood and take a stronger line with Saudi
archrival Iran. The rift has proved a strategic headache for
Washington as Qatar provides the main headquarters in the
region for CENTCOM while rival Bahrain is home to the US
Fifth Fleet. Kuwait, which along with Washington has led medi-
ation efforts in the crisis, has said it is considering US propos-
als for a regional alliance to counter Iranian influence. 

MoI urges visit...
Continued from Page 1

The source expressed hope that citizens and expats
will participate by not harboring these people. He said
studies are being made to take action against those
who harbor residency violators. He said a large group of

residency violators are Asian, followed by Arabs, partic-
ularly Syrians, and estimated their number at 10,000,
3,000 of whom came on family visit visas. Indians form
the largest community living illegally in the country, fol-
lowed by Egyptians. Asked whether the interior ministry
will pursue Syrian violators, the source replied in the
affirmative, noting the situation in their country is no
longer an obstacle for their return. — Agencies 

Trump’s US loses 
role as Mideast ...
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Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. According
to Dunne, the Americans appear to be trying to take the
thorniest issues - the status of Jerusalem, the right of return
for Palestinians, and Palestinian statehood - off the negotiat-
ing table. “Clearly those issues remain highly relevant to
Palestinians as well as many other Arabs and Muslims,”
Dunne noted, adding: “It seems very unlikely that Palestinians
will fold in that way.”

The Palestinian Authority has denied Trump the role of
Middle East peace mediator that Washington enjoyed for
decades. But that is no surprise to Aaron David Miller, a for-
mer negotiator for both Republican and Democratic adminis-
trations on Middle East issues, who says Washington has nev-
er really been an “honest broker”. “Our relationship with Israel
has prevented us from being a honest broker,” Miller told
AFP.“We can be at certain times what I call an effective bro-

ker. We’ve used that relationship at times to reach agreements
between Arabs and Israelis,” he said, citing the Camp David
and Oslo accords. For now, however, “we have compromised,
undermined and abandoned any possibility of being an effec-
tive broker,” said Miller, who is the Middle East program
director at the Wilson Center, a Washington think tank. “I’ve
never seen an administration that is so preternaturally sup-
portive of Israel and at the same time so hostile towards the
Palestinian piece of this peace equation.”

The issue is such a minefield that Kushner’s team has not
even found the right time to unveil its long-awaited peace
plan - its unveiling has been delayed for months. But the
White House insists the plan has not been abandoned. “It’s an
extraordinarily ambitious project that the administration has
undertaken,” National Security Advisor John Bolton said
Monday. “The sensitivity and the appropriateness of the tim-
ing of rolling it out are difficult questions.”

Miller says barring a real surprise, such as a roadmap to
Palestinian statehood with East Jerusalem as its capital, “the
most likely outcome is a ‘no’ from the Palestinians”. Such a
refusal may even be the White House’s goal, Dunne says, so it
can “use the Palestinians’ inevitable rejection as a justification
for further changes to the US position on behalf of Israeli
claims to the West Bank”. — AFP 

Worried Idlib father
turns paper cups
into gas masks 
MAAR SHURIN, Syria: Fearing the worst in the looming
battle for Syria’s last rebel stronghold, one desperate father
is doing everything to protect his kids - fashioning gas
masks from paper party cups and plastic bags. Hudhayfa
Al-Shahhad, who lives in the northwestern province of
Idlib, is determined he and his family will be ready as best
as possible for any chemical weapons attack, and has even
dug a cave under his home to sit out any bombings.

“I learnt how to make them on YouTube,” says the 27-
year-old policeman demonstrating the rudimentary home-
made masks, which he hopes may spare his three young
children from the potentially deadly effects of any gas
attack. Sitting cross-legged on a cushion in his home in
the southern village of Maar Shurin, he pricks the bottom
of a brightly colored paper cup with a pin.

As his daughter peers over his shoulder, he pushes
medical gauze down into each cup gaily decorated with
pictures of mangoes, bananas and other fruit. Next he
heaps in several spoonfuls of charcoal, some cotton
wool, and then another layer of gauze so the wearer
does not breathe in any of the black dust. Shahhad uses
sellotape to seal it all in, snips a dent into the top of the
cup where the wearer can place their nose and then
tries breathing through it.

As he inhales, tiny arms clad in gold bangles wrap

themselves around his neck, and his two-year-old daugh-
ter tries to clamber onto his back. When she sits down, he
passes her the makeshift carbon filter. “Here, put it on your
mouth,” he tells the green-eyed, curly haired toddler,
sporting a bright pink T-shirt. “Breathe in,” he says.

He, like his neighbors, has been increasingly concerned
by reports that Russia-backed regime forces have massed
around Idlib in recent weeks, sparking fears of an immi-
nent air and ground attack to retake the last major opposi-
tion bastion. “We’ve been hearing the regime and Russia
threaten to bomb us with chemical weapons,” says
Shahhad. “We had to make these masks to protect our
women and children just in case,” he says. For a final touch,
Shahhad places the cup-shaped filter into the snipped
corner of a large translucent plastic bag. He helps his
three-year-old son don the mask. He clutches the cup with
his small hand, while the plastic bag covers his whole face
and shoulders.

On Tuesday, Moscow claimed that the rebels, who have
been fighting to topple Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
since 2011, had begun working on staged film footage to
try to claim to the world that an alleged chemical attack
has taken place. Throughout the seven-year war which has
claimed more than 350,000 lives, the Syrian regime forces
have repeatedly been accused of carrying out chemical
attacks, mostly with chlorine but also with deadly sarin
nerve gas, on rebel-held areas.

The regime and Russia have consistently denied the
accusations, blaming opposition fighters instead. But inter-
national investigators have found that on at least three
occasions the regime unleashed chemical weapons on
civilians, while the so-called Islamic State group was also
blamed for using mustard gas. 

The homemade DIY masks are catching on. In the town
of Binnish, in Idlib, Um Majid has also used soft drinks
cans and bottles to make her own devices for her family. In
April last year, more than 80 people were killed in Idlib’s
town of Khan Sheikhun after toxic gases hit the town. This

year in April, an alleged chemical attack on the then rebel-
held town of Douma outside Damascus took the lives of
more than 40 people, medics said. After the gas assault,
the regime swiftly took back the surrounding area under a
Russia-brokered surrender deal. — AFP

Apple unveils 
larger iPhones...
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“Apple Watch has become an intelligent guardian for
your health,” chief operating officer Jeff Williams said. He
highlighted a major innovation - the watch’s ability to per-
form an electrocardiogram. “This is the first ECG product
offered over the counter directly to consumers,” he said.
“Now you can take an ECG anytime, anywhere, right from
the wrist.”The device also detects when a person suffers a
fall, seen as an important feature for elderly or disabled
users. “Identifying a fall may sound like a straightforward
problem, but it requires a lot of data analysis,” Williams
said. If a person falls, and then is motionless, the watch will
call emergency services, he added.

Research firm CB Insights said Apple is at a “cross-
roads” a decade after introducing the iPhone. “Looking for
the next wave, Apple is clearly expanding into augmented
reality and wearables with the Apple Watch and AirPods
wireless headphones,” the firm said. “But the next ‘big one’

- a success and growth driver on the scale of the iPhone -
has not yet been determined. Will it be augmented reality,
auto, wearables? Or something else entirely?”

Apple’s event comes with the global smartphone mar-
ket largely saturated, without a major catalyst for sales
ahead of a likely rollout of 5G, or fifth generation, wireless
networks, expected in 2019. Research firm IDC expects
worldwide smartphone shipments to decline 0.7 percent in
2018 to 1.455 billion units, with growth likely to resume as
5G devices become available. Cook said Apple was near-
ing its two billionth device for its mobile operating system
known as iOS. “We are about to hit a major milestone. We
are about to ship our two billionth iOS device,” he said.
“This is astonishing - iOS has changed the way we live.”

Executives made the announcement at the Steve Jobs
Theater at Apple’s new circular headquarters in Cupertino,
California, named after the company’s co-founder who
wowed the world with the first iPhone in 2007. “There’s no
real game-changer on the table,” said Hal Eddins, chief
economist at Apple shareholder Capital Investment
Counsel. “It’s a matter of getting people to keep moving
up.” The company was also expected to unveil a new ver-
sion of its wireless AirPods earbuds with wireless charging
and a wireless mat that will be able to charge several

BINNISH, Syria: Um Majid tries an improvised gas mask on family members in her home in Syria’s rebel-
held northern Idlib province as part of preparations for any upcoming raids yesterday. — AFP 

Defiant Aussie 
paper reprints 
‘racist’ cartoon 
MELBOURNE: An Australian newspaper defiantly
republished a controversial cartoon of tennis star
Serena Williams on its front-page yesterday, slapping
aside “politically correct” accusations that the drawing
was racist and sexist. Melbourne’s Herald Sun cartoon-
ist Mark Knight’s caricature of Williams throwing a
tantrum at the US Open was originally printed on
Monday, attracting widespread condemnation from
across the world.
Under the front-page headline “WELCOME TO PC
WORLD”, the newspaper wrote yesterday that “if the
self-appointed censors of Mark Knight get their way
on his Serena Williams cartoon, our new politically cor-
rect life will be very dull indeed”. The cover included
caricatures of other Australian and foreign political

leaders drawn by Knight. The veteran cartoonist added
yesterday he had suspended his Twitter account to
protect his family and friends. Prior to disabling his
account, his tweet of the cartoon had attracted more
than 22,000 comments, most of them critical.

Knight labelled the outcry against his cartoon as a
sign that the “world has just gone crazy”. “I drew this
cartoon Sunday night after seeing the US Open final,
and seeing the world’s best tennis player have a tantrum
and thought that was interesting,” he said in quotes
published on the News Corp Australia paper’s website
yesterday. “The cartoon about Serena is about her poor
behavior on the day, not about race.”

The caricature has also sparked renewed debate in
Australia about racist and sexist discourse in the highly
multicultural nation. “I thought they went over the top.
The depiction of Serena was pretty vile,” Melbourne
commuter Louise Rodbourn told AFP, echoing the
mood of many city workers yesterday. “I think it’s dis-
gusting. I find it really, a little offensive,” added fellow
Melbourne resident Nowal Kahsai.

But some said the controversy had gone too far.
“She’s a fantastic tennis player and we should all see

past that,” commuter Donna Weitacher said. “This is his
(Knight’s) job, isn’t it? This is what he does for a living
and we’ve all appreciated what he’s done over the years
in all different cartoons. Some of them very, very funny.”

Serena, a 23-time Grand Slam champion, smashed
her racquet and called the umpire a “thief” and a “liar”
while she was losing Saturday’s final to Haitian-
Japanese Naomi Osaka. She was she given three code
violations by Carlos Ramos, which cost her a point
penalty and then a game penalty. That sparked a debate
about whether she was treated more harshly than male
tennis stars like John McEnroe, who was famous for his
angry outbursts.

Knight’s caricature showed a butch and fat-lipped
Williams jumping up and down on her broken racquet,
having spat out a dummy. Osaka was portrayed as
petite and feminine with jet blonde straight hair - in real
life she has dark curly hair with blonde streaks and is
taller than Williams. Knight’s detractors included author
JK Rowling, who said: “Well done on reducing one of
the greatest sportswomen alive to racist and sexist
tropes and turning a second great sportswoman into a
faceless prop.” — AFP 

MELBOURNE: This photo illustration shows the front
page of the Herald Sun newspaper on sale at a news-
stand yesterday. — AFP 


