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Europe accused of 
‘appeasing’ Tehran
JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu yesterday accused European leaders of
“appeasing” Iran instead of confronting its militant
activity. Netanyahu’s remarks, made in a cabinet meet-
ing, feed into his ongoing efforts to sway world leaders
to join the United States in upping pressure on Israel’s
arch foe through sanctions. “The time has come for the
world to unite in the fight against terrorist organiza-
tions. It is doing so to a certain extent against the
Islamic State group, but it is not doing so against Iran,”
Netanyahu said. He accused European leaders of
“appeasing” and “reconciling” with Iran.

In May, US President Donald Trump withdrew from
a nuclear deal between Iran and world powers, before
re-imposing a first major round of unilateral sanctions
on Tehran in August. Netanyahu had consistently
called for the landmark 2015 accord to be altered or
scrapped, saying it was too limited in scope and time-
frame, and did nothing to stop Iran financing militant
activities in the region. European powers are seeking
to save the nuclear deal and have vowed to keep pro-
viding Iran with the economic benefits it received
from the accord. —AFP

WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH: A surfer catches a wave a day before the arrival of Hurricane Florence at Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina yesterday.  —AFP

WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH: Highways clogged with people
fleeing North and South Carolina yesterday as monstrous
Category 4 Hurricane Florence rumbled toward the eastern
US as the biggest storm there in decades. While many coastal
residents heeded mandatory evacuation orders, others board-
ed up homes and businesses and chose to brave the storm,
which is forecast to trigger severe flash flooding as it dumps
as many as three feet of rain in some areas. 

Life-threatening storm surges of up to a staggering 13 feet
in some places were also forecast. North Carolina Governor
Roy Cooper warned that staying put would be a grave mis-
take and said people in evacuation zones “need to get out
now.” “This is not a storm that people need to ride out,”
Cooper told reporters. “This is a storm that is historic, maybe
once in a lifetime.”

Up to 1.7 million people in North Carolina, South Carolina
and Virginia have been given voluntary or mandatory evacua-
tion orders, according to emergency management officials, as
the storm churned across the Atlantic Ocean towards the
coast. The eastbound lanes of several major highways have
been shut down to allow for a smooth flow of traffic inland.
“We are already experiencing heavily impacted traffic on
some of the evacuation routes,” said Jeff Byard, the associate
administrator for response and recovery at the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Forecasters are predicting that Florence will make landfall
in the Carolinas late Thursday or early Friday as a still power-
ful Category 3 hurricane. As of 5:00 am, Florence was a dan-

gerous Category 4 hurricane packing sustained winds of 130
miles per hour, the Miami-based National Hurricane Center
(NHC) said. It was located 575 miles east-southeast of Cape
Fear, North Carolina, and moving at 17 mph in a west-north-
west direction. Briefing from the Oval Office, President
Donald Trump urged people to heed orders to evacuate, say-
ing “if you are asked to leave, get out.” “This will be a storm
that’s going to be far larger than we have seen in perhaps
decades,” Trump said.

‘Direct hit’
Speaking in the Oval Office

alongside Trump, FEMA admin-
istrator Brock Long said
Florence may be a “very devas-
tating storm.” “The power will be
off for weeks,” Long said.
“You’re going to be displaced
from your home in coastal areas.
There will be flooding in inland
areas as well.” Byard, the FEMA
official, said “this storm is not
going to be a glancing blow.” “This storm is going to be a
direct hit.” “Hurricane Florence is the strongest storm to tar-
get the Carolinas and this part of our country in decades,”
Byard said. The NHC said Florence is expected to be an
“extremely dangerous major hurricane” when it makes landfall
in the Carolinas late Thursday or early Friday, bringing life-

threatening storm surge to coastal areas.
A state of emergency has been declared in Maryland,

North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and Washington
amid concern over potential torrential rain and flooding. The
last time the US capital declared a state of emergency was in
January 2016 when a winter storm dubbed “Snowzilla” blan-
keted the capital region in knee-deep snow. In Charleston,
South Carolina, some residents were making preparations to

leave Tuesday while others
planned to ride out the storm.
Streets were quiet with schools
and many offices and businesses
closed. Michael Kennedy, an engi-
neer at Boeing, said he planned to
leave on Tuesday for his parents’
home in Atlanta, Georgia.

But his partner, Emily Whisler,
said she will remain behind at the
university where she is a resident
in the psychiatry program. “They
told me to bring a pillow and blan-
ket,” Whisler said. “I’ll be living

there for a few days.” Charleston, resident William Belli said he
would not be among those joining the exodus. “Been through
it!” Belli said, referring to Hurricane Hugo, which caused wide-
spread damage in South Carolina in 1989. “Not worried in the
least.” Walking his dog along empty streets, Belli said he’s well
stocked with food and water. “I will enjoy the quiet,” he said.

‘Catastrophic damage’
South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster on Monday

ordered the mandatory evacuation of one million coastal resi-
dents. Schools in 26 of the state’s 46 counties were ordered
closed from Tuesday. Cooper, the governor of neighboring
North Carolina, ordered an evacuation of the Outer Banks, bar-
rier islands that are a popular tourist destination, and parts of
coastal Dare County.

In Virginia, 245,000 coastal residents were ordered to
evacuate including from the Eastern Shore, another popular
beachfront destination. In neighboring Maryland, Governor
Larry Hogan said his state was readying for potentially “historic
and catastrophic rainfall, life-threatening flooding, and high
winds.” On the five-level Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale
Florence is a Category 4, meaning it is capable of causing “cat-
astrophic damage.” By Saturday, total rainfall could accumulate
to 20 inches (51 centimeters) — or even 30 inches in places-in
parts of the Carolinas and Virginia, the NHC said.

Fort AP Hill and Fort Bragg were selected as FEMA Incident
Support and Federal Staging Area to assist in the response, the
army said. The Virginia National Guard is planning to initially
bring up to 1,500 soldiers and airmen to offer help in the state’s
response operations. Some 7,000 guard members are ready to
mobilize in North Carolina, while 1,100 will be activated in
South Carolina. At this height of the Atlantic hurricane season,
Florence was being trailed on east-to-west paths by two other
storms, Hurricane Helene and Tropical Storm Isaac, but neither
packs the deadly punch of Florence. —AFP

Monstrous Florence rumbles toward eastern US
Residents told to ‘get out now’; Hurricane takes aim at Carolinas

4 questions on 
Basra and Iraqi 
political stakes
BAGHDAD: Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi faces calls to
quit after deadly protests in southern Basra crushed his fledg-
ling, and vital, alliance with a popular Shiite cleric. With the
new parliament set to meet Saturday to swear in its speaker
the political stakes are high, and experts say Abadi’s position
highlights Iraq’s dilemma, caught between its two allies, bitter
foes Iran and the United States. Here are four questions and
answers to help unravel the intricacies of Iraqi politics.

Why the political crisis? 
After years of devastating war against jihadists, anger over

rampant corruption, unemployment and decrepit public services
boiled over last week into protests in oil-rich Basra, which left 12
dead. Late Friday demonstrators also set the Iranian consulate in
Basra on fire, shouting “Iran out”, referring to the city’s influential
neighbor. Amid the violence, Iraqi Shiite firebrand cleric,
Moqtada Sadr, whose bloc won the May elections, distanced
himself from his one-time ally Abadi, withdrawing from an alliance
reached less then two weeks ago. On Saturday, a rival alliance of
pro-Iranian former paramilitary fighters did a swift U-turn, vow-
ing to now work with Sadr to form a new government to exclude
Abadi. It accused the beleaguered prime minister of having
“failed” to meet the demands of the protesters, who say the gov-
ernment has unfairly distributed the country’s oil wealth.

Is Abadi out? 
Abadi’s political group came third in the May 12 elections, and

he had depended on the September 2 accord with Sadr’s alliance
and 14 other groups to create the largest force in the 329-seat
legislature. The loss of Sadr’s support could now cost Abadi his
parliamentary majority, yet again delaying the formation of a new
government. In another blow, Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the spir-
itual leader of Iraq’s Shiite majority, hinted in a statement on
Monday that he was opposed to Abadi staying in the post, saying
he didn’t want a new prime minister “who had already been in
power”. “It’s the final blow to the American plan,” said Qais al-
Khazali, a leading member of the pro-Iran bloc, Asaib Ahl al-Haq.
In the post since 2014, Abadi has been perceived as the preferred
“candidate of the West” with the nomination of a prime minister
long a tacit agreement between Iran and the United States.

What happens next? 
All eyes will be on Saturday’s parliamentary session when it is

set to elect its new speaker. The results of the vote will give a
concrete indication of how the behind-the-scenes haggling is
playing out. If the pro-Iran bloc appears to have gained the
upper hand with the numbers to form a government, it will still
have to find a candidate acceptable to all sides. Some experts
say it may well look to a technocrat candidate so far not well-
known publicly, as was the case for Abadi in 2014.

Move towards Iran?
If the pro-Iran bloc does appear to be taking power, the

unrest which swept Basra may well limit its margin of maneuver,
experts said. Even though the two neighbors fought a bitter
war in the 1980s, Iran is a key power broker in Iraq and many
of the armed groups and political parties whose offices were
torched in the unrest are known to be close to the Islamic

republic. “This crisis has shown that in the Iraqi national con-
sciousness, the country is far from having turned the page on
the rivalry with Iran, and that the wounds which had only been
patched up are quickly re-opened,” said Karim Bitar, head of
research at the Paris-based Institute for International and
Strategic Affairs.

Since the defeat of Islamic State group jihadists who once
captured a swathe of the country “there is a return of Iraqi
national feeling and demands focused on living standards, the
fight against corruption and bad governance,” he said. During
the 1980-1988 war “Basra was on the frontlines” and came
under “a hail of Iranian shelling,” recalled political analyst
Essam Al-Fili, a university professor in Baghdad. Since the
2003 fall of dictator Saddam Hussein it has lived “under the
tight control of Islamic parties heavily tied” to Iran. —AFP
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BASRA: Iraqis drive past a burned vehicle in a street in Basra. —AFP


