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Any military escalation in Idlib would
result in humanitarian disaster: Kuwait

NEW YORK: Any military escalation in Idlib, Syria would
result in humanitarian disaster, as women, elderly, children,
and patients will pay the price of such action, Kuwait said.
“As the international community witnessed the conse-
quences of similar steps in the remaining parts of Syria,
which were classified as escalation reduction areas,” a
Kuwaiti senior diplomat stated.

This came in Kuwait’s
speech before the United
Nations’ session on Syria held
yesterday, delivered by
Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to UN
Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi. Otaibi offered thanks
to the Russian delegation for
briefing the UN Security
Council on the Astana sum-
mit’s results which were held
last Friday in Tehran, Iran, dur-
ing which the participants discussed the situation in Syria,
and especially in Idlib.

“The session coincided with the anniversary of the ter-
rorist attacks that took place on the 11th of September
2001 that resulted in the death of thousands of innocent
US nationals, and Kuwait renews its support and condo-
lences to the families of the victims”, he said. “We reassure
our vow to work with our partners and allies to terminate
terrorism that poses a great threat to international peace
and security as well as our active role in the international
alliance to terminate the so-called Islamic State (IS),” he
said. He called on all involved parties to continue engaging

in dialogues in order to reach a peaceful solution for the
situation in Idlib, he said.

He expressed his extreme concern regarding the latest
reports issued by the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), revealing
the displacement of 30,000 Syrians from Idlib due to the

latest developments. He renewed
his call to the UN that in case a
comprehensive military opera-
tion in Idlib, thus, the greatest
humanitarian disaster with high-
est loss of people in the 21st cen-
tury would definitely take place,
he added. He renewed his sup-
port to UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres’ statement on
August 29 as he appealed to the
Syrian government and all
involved parties to exercise
restraint as well as Astana sum-

mit members to find a peaceful solution to the situation in
Idlib. He called for offering more time and care to diplo-
matic efforts to avoid further bloodshed, hoping that the
meetings held by the United Nations Special Envoy for
Syria, Staffan de Mistura in Geneva would contribute to
finding solutions to save the lives of innocent civilians.

Unjustified absence
Separately, Otaibi expressed Kuwait’s regret over the

unjustified absence of Houthi group from the Geneva con-
sultations, despite all efforts to address hurdles to their
participation. This came in a speech that Otaibi delivered

during a Security Council session on the situation in
Yemen. Otaibi urged the Security Council to assume its
responsibilities to force Houthi Group to implement the
UN resolutions to achieve security and stability of Yemen,
stressing that priority must be given to the political solu-
tion based on the Gulf initiative, its executive mechanisms,
the outcomes of the comprehensive national dialogue con-
ference and the relevant UN Security Council resolutions.

Members of the Coalition to Restore Legitimacy have
stated that they will allow the safe passage of aircraft car-

rying Houthi representatives to Geneva in addition to halt-
ing military operations in Hodeidah, he added. “It is clear
that the Houthi coup against Yemen’s legitimate authorities
was the root cause of the conflict,” he said.

The Kuwaiti ambassador noted that the Special Envoy’s
efforts reflected the global desire for a political solution
that will end the humanitarian suffering, as well as Houthi
threats to international peace and security, including mis-
sile attacks against Saudi Arabia and threats to marine
navigation. — KUNA
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NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi delivers Kuwait’s speech
before the United Nations’ session on Syria. — KUNA

Kuwait regrets
unequal human
rights: Ghunaim
GENEVA: Kuwait expressed regret that some views of the
United Nations Human Rights Council were based on “the dif-
ferentiation of civil and political rights from economic, social
and cultural rights. This came in a statement Tuesday made by

Kuwait’s permanent delegate
to the UN Ambassador Jamal
Al-Ghunaim at the 39th ses-
sion of the United Nations
Human Rights.

He affirmed Kuwait’s deep
belief in the universality and
interdependence of human
rights, and believed that civil
and political rights were of
equal importance to economic,
social and cultural rights,
including the right to develop-
ment, especially in our time of
economic globalization and
inequality. Moreover,

Ambassador Ghunaim stressed rejection of attempts to use
human rights to impose values that transcend the cultures and
history of countries. He expressed Kuwait’s concerns about
the deterioration of the development process in some
parts of the Middle East. He explained that Kuwait is con-
cerned about the deterioration of the development process
in some parts of the Middle East during a series of armed
conflicts that endanger the lives of civilians. In the same
context, Ambassador Al-Ghunaim said that Kuwait strong-
ly condemns the continued Israeli occupation of the
Palestinian territories and its violations against the
defenseless Palestinian people. — KUNA

Jamal Al-Ghunaim

Kuwaitis urged to
leave areas threatened
by Hurricane Florence
WASHINGTON: The Kuwaiti embassy in Washington has
advised Kuwaiti citizens in coastal areas threatened by
Hurricane Florence to leave these areas if their stay is unneces-
sary. An embassy statement called on Kuwaiti citizens to take
precautions and necessary measures to ensure their safety. The
embassy added in the statement that in coordination with the
technical offices, the embassy is making contingency plans to
deal with the consequences of the hurricane on patients and
students in those areas. The embassy stressed that while wish-
ing security and safety for all, it stresses the need to follow the
instructions and directives issued by the local American
authorities to cope with these storms and ensure their safety.

In this regard, the Embassy urged citizens and students to
continue communicating with it in case of any emergency on
these following hotline numbers: Kuwait Embassy Emergency
Number: +12022620758; Cultural Office Emergency Number:
+12023642104; Ministry of Health Emergency Number:
+12023202415; Military Office Emergency Number:
+12028180666. — KUNA

DGCA completes return
of 2,266 passengers
with cancelled flights
KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
announced completing the return of 2,266 passengers to
Kuwait, whose flights on Wataniya Airways were cancelled.
The passengers returned from Istanbul, Trabzon, Beirut,
Malaga, Athens, Baku, Sarajevo and Tblisi, DGCA said in a
press statement released yesterday. It added that there are
other passengers who will return later to the country on dif-
ferent airlines. DGCA also noted that it had used 12 charter
flights on Kuwait Airways and booked 445 hotel rooms, while
also providing 272 commercial flight tickets. The directorate
said that the number of passengers affected by the cancella-
tion of flights totaled 2,266. Meanwhile, it noted that
Wataniya Airways will be charged with all financial costs,
adding that the directorate will take legal action to protect
the rights of the state and the passengers. — KUNA


