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Authority signs KD 99 million contracts to
build transformers at housing projects

PAI distributes 108 new sites for sand mining and dredging

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Housing Welfare (PAHW) signed six con-
tracts yesterday with the total value of KD
99 million - four in Mutlaa, one in Sabah
Al-Ahmad and one in Abdullah Al-
Mubarak - to design, execute, install and
maintain four main transformer stations.
Minister of State for Housing Affairs and
Minister of State for Services Jenan
Bosherhi said both the PAHW and quali-
fied companies are committed to building
20 residential buildings including 390
apartments within 730 days, in addition to
public service facilities in West Abdullah

Al-Mubarak within the same period. 

Sand mining
Separately, Director of the Public

Authority for Industry (PAI) Abdul Kareem
Taqi yesterday announced distributing 108
new sites for sand mining and dredging.
Speaking during a press conference held
yesterday at PAI headquarters, Taqi said
that 30 sites covering a total area of 5,347
sq m were being currently used and that the
new ones will cover 4.27 million sq m. Taqi
added that the first of the new sites will be
in Mutlaa and that more sites will be later
available in Wafra, West Kabd, Khairan,
Maayem, Abairaq and Sabriya, adding that

the new sites’ allocation will be for three
renewable years upon PAI’s approval. 

Domestic helpers
The foreign ministry has praised efforts

exerted by the domestic labor office own-
ers’ union in contacting Asian and African
countries to hire domestic helpers, namely
female ones, but the union stressed that
opening new markets can only be done with
support from both the foreign and interior
ministries. Union Chairman Khaled Al-
Dakhnan made the remarks during a meet-
ing with the Assistant Foreign Minister for
Consulate Affairs Sami Al-Hamad. Dakhnan
stressed that the meeting was fruitful and

that the foreign ministry highly appreciates
the union’s efforts in reaching out to new
sources for domestic helpers as well as
working on resolving the problems with
countries that had banned their citizens
from working in Kuwait. 

Private veterinaries
The Public Authority for Agricultural

Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) is
currently working on allowing Kuwaiti vets
to open their own private evening clinics
and operate them, deputy director for ani-
mal resources affairs Ali Al-Qattan said. On
another concern, Qattan said special chips
had been tacked to livestock to identify

their actual owners, prevent theft, prevent
wasting subsidized fodder and help identify
owners in case of accidents. 

Offender detained
The public prosecution ordered the

detention of a female citizen wanted for
insulting a police officer on duty, said secu-
rity sources, noting that the woman is facing
charges of slandering a public servant on
duty, unlawfully recording a video and
threatening him. In a separate case, the
court of misdemeanor yesterday overturned
a verdict issued in absentia against six fish-
ermen, fining them KD 500 each for shrimp-
ing during the ban, and acquitted them. 

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Housing Affairs and Minister of State for Services Jenan Bosherhi (right)
speaks during a press conference yesterday to announce signing six contracts with a total value of KD 99
million. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Director of the Public Authority for Industry (PAI) Abdul Kareem Taqi (center) attends a press conference yes-
terday to announce distributing 108 new sites for sand mining and dredging.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf said on
Tuesday that he plans to file to grill Commerce and
Industry Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan for alleged financial
violations and benefitting from his post. The lawmaker
charged that a company linked to Roudhan and his family
called Seenar has won a contract with the ministry of com-
merce and industry which represents a big violation to the
country’s laws.

Hajraf said if the reported contract is proved, the minis-
ter must resign or he will be grilled in the national assem-
bly and most likely face a vote of no-confidence. He said
that his threat comes after a long time advising the minis-
ter to rectify all the violations and prevent awarding the
contract to that company, but the minister refused to heed
with the advice.

He also accused the minister of misleading lawmakers
by providing false information to questions by parliament
members, thus obstructing the functioning of the assembly.
Hajraf also criticized the minister’s handling of a state fund
for supporting small and medium scale business ventures
by Kuwaitis, saying the fund has failed to live up to expec-
tations. In the meantime, MP Riyadh Al-Adasani yester-

day said he might file to grill Health Minister Sheikh Basel
Al-Sabah if he fails to probe the death of a Kuwaiti girl
yesterday while at hospital as her family has accused an
expatriate doctor of responsibility. The ministry has
already formed a probe committee to investigate the
conditions of the death and the minister said he will take
the necessary measures after the results of the probe.

Adasani said he will continue to monitor the develop-
ments of the investigation and if no action was taken, he
will grill the minister. MP Nasser Al-Dossari meanwhile
said the girl has reportedly died of an injection given by an
expatriate female doctor and demanded an investigation
into the allegations.

The lawmaker also demanded that authorities should
not allow the doctor to leave the country before the probe
is completed and legal actions are taken. He also demand-
ed that a new law should be issued to toughen penalties
against medical errors. — KUNA
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: A car accident took place on Fahaheel
Expressway near Mishref yesterday, prompting firemen
from the Mishref fire station to respond. According to eye-
witnesses, a car was parked on the shoulder of the road
when another vehicle came and slammed into it, injuring
some people who were standing next to it. Three people
who were injured - one in critical condition - were taken
to hospital. Separately, smoke was noticed coming out of
the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, so firemen
from the Sulaibkhat and Shuwaikh fire stations rushed to
the scene. The smoke’s source was the battery room, so
fire retardant powder was used to put out the blaze, and
no damage was reported. 

Harasser attacked
A citizen in his twenties rushed to a police station in

Hawally seeking help against an individual who attacked
him. Policemen were surprised by the youth parking his
car in front of the station and rushing inside with the
engine still running. A source said the youth told police
that while he was flirting with a girl in front of a university,
a man rammed his car from behind, then walked towards
the youth, who was unable to drive away. The youth said
the man damaged his car’s tires and broke the windows
with a screwdriver before he was able to escape. Police
are investigating.

Two-on-one assault
A citizen lodged a complaint against two Syrian men

for beating him in Amghara. Police arrested one of them,
while the other was able to escape. The citizen said he was
asking one of the men for his money, but the duo verbally
insulted him and threw the money to the ground. An argu-
ment then escalated to a fight. The citizen submitted a
medical report stating he suffered several injuries during
the fight.

Woman arrested for offensive tweet
Sentences implementation detectives sent a female citi-

zen to prison to serve a jail sentence following a tweet in
which she urged toppling the regime. She was found to
have a criminal record and used to call interior ministry
operations and insult the political leadership. Criminal
detectives were tipped the wanted woman was in Egaila,
so they moved in and arrested her.

Yacht fire
Marine firemen put out a fire on a yacht near Souq

Sharq Tuesday morning. One person was injured. The fire
department received a call about a fire on the 36-foot
yacht, so Shuwaikh fire station boats rushed to the burning
vessel and used foam to put out the fire. The boat was
tugged to the beach as investigations are being held to
determine the cause of the fire.

Drug dealer caught
Drugs Control General Department received a tip about

a person selling drugs, so investigations were made and a
warrant was obtained. The suspect was arrested in Sharq
and confessed to his crimes. He said he delivered a large
quantity of hashish to a second suspect in Dasma. The
second suspect confessed and led officers to the vehicle
where the drugs were kept, and 80 kg of hashish were
found. The contraband was taken to concerned authorities.
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