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Djokovic wins third US Open title

NEW YORK: Novak Djokovic clinched his third US
Open title on Sunday with a 6-3, 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 triumph
over Juan Martin del Potro, taking him level with Pete
Sampras’s mark of 14 Grand Slams. Djokovic, playing in
his eighth final in New York and already the champion
in 2011 and 2015, is now just three Slams behind Rafael
Nadal and six back from the all-time record 20 held by
Roger Federer. It was also the third time the 31-year-
old Serb-who missed last year’s tournament with an
elbow injury which sent his career into a mini-crisis-
completed the Wimbledon-US Open double.

“I want to say Pete, I love you, you’re my idol,” said
Djokovic of Sampras. “To the support of the loved ones,
my kids, my wife, my small team of people that has
been there with me through difficult times as well,”
added the Serb who underwent elbow surgery after the
Australian Open in January.

For world number three Del Potro, it was a heart-

breaking experience coming in just his second Slam
final, nine years after he was crowned US Open cham-
pion before a long battle with wrist injuries pushed him
into depression and to the brink of retirement.

“When I had my surgery I could truly understand
what Juan Martin was going through when he had sur-
geries that kept him away form the tour for two or three
years,” added Djokovic. It was Djokovic’s 15th win over
the Del Potro and fifth in five at the Slams. It came in a
final which was business-like rather than thrilling, a
relief for a tournament still reeling from the controver-
sial women’s final on Saturday.

The result also means that 50 of the last 55 majors
have been won by the ‘Big Four’ of Federer, Nadal,
Djokovic and Andy Murray. Del Potro backed Djokovic
to surpass Federer’s mark of 20 Slams. “Of course he
can. Novak has everything to make records in this
sport,” said the Argentine. “I was so happy to be play-

ing the final against this magnificent idol,” added Del
Potro of his close friend Djokovic.  “He knows that he’s
one of my friends on tour and he knows he’s one player
I want to watch win on tour. Of course I’m sad to lose
but I’m happy for Novak as well. You deserve to win.”

With the Arthur Ashe Stadium roof closed as heavy
rain swept New York, conditions were slow and slug-
gish. After taking just two points off Del Potro’s first
three service games, Djokovic, in his 23rd final at the
majors, pounced to break for 5-3.

The key was his success with a lung-busting 22-shot
rally and he pocketed the set when the 29-year-old del
Potro netted a forehand. It was only the second set
dropped by the Argentine at the tournament.

For Djokovic, it was an illustration of him growing
into the championships as he took his run of consecu-
tive sets won to 14, stretching back to the second round
against Tennys Sandgren.

Djokovic was soon 3-1 up in the second set before
Del Potro carved out his first break point of the match
to level at 3-3. He had three more chances in the eighth,
all saved by Djokovic in a marathon 20-minute game
which left even Hollywood superstar Meryl Streep
clasping her head in astonishment.

The effort took its toll on a suddenly weary-looking
Del Potro as a 95-minute set was claimed by Djokovic
in the tiebreak. Del Potro was looking at having to
become the first man since Pancho Gonzales in 1949 to
win the US title from two sets down.

Djokovic sprinted into a 3-1 lead in the third set
before a battling Del Potro clung on, hitting back for 3-
3. But off the back of a 24-shot rally, Djokovic broke
again for 5-3 and he was within tantalising touching
distance of his 14th Grand Slam title, just three months
after he had left Roland Garros in despair after a shat-
tering quarter-final exit. — AFP

Equals Pete Sampras on 14 Grand Slams

NEW YORK: Novak Djokovic of Serbia celebrates his victory over Juan Martin del Potro of Argentina (L) after their 2018 US Open men’s singles final match on Sunday in New York.  — AFP

LONDON: India were 58 for three in their
second innings, needing a further 406 runs
to reach their victory target of 464, at
stumps on the fourth day of the fifth Test
against England at the Oval yesterday.

KL Rahul was 46 not out and Ajinkya
Rahane 10 not out. The most any side have
made to win a Test is the West Indies’ 418
for seven against Australia at St John’s,

Antigua, in 2002/03.
Earlier, England declared their second

innings on 423 for eight. Alastair Cook
made 147 in his final Test innings before
international retirement and England cap-
tain Joe Root hit 125, with the pair putting
on 259 for the third wicket.

Cook’s innings meant he became just
the fifth player in history, after Australia’s
Reggie Duff, Bil  Ponsford and Greg
Chappell  and India’s Mohammad
Azharuddin to score hundreds in both
their first and last Tests.

The 33-year-old opener, England’s all-
time leading Test run-scorer, reached his
hundred in unusual fashion when an over-
throw from Jasprit Bumrah that went to the
boundary gave him a five after he had
already completed a single on the fourth
day of the fifth Test.

Together with Joe Root, his successor

as England captain, Cook shared a third
wicket stand of 259. But a ball after Root
was dismissed for 125, Cook was caught
behind off part-time spinner Hanuma
Vihari to leave England strongly placed at
321 for four in their second innings-a lead
of 361.

Cook batted for nearly six-and-a-half
hours, facing 286 balls and hitting 14 fours.
The Essex left-haned opener, who is retir-
ing from international cricket after his
match, was the first batsman since India’s
Mohammad Azharuddin in 2000 to score
hundreds in both their first and last Test
matches. 

James Anderson then struck twice to
reduce India to one for two as he equalled
Australia great Glenn McGrath’s record of
563 for the most Test wickets taken by a
fast bowler. England lead this five-match
series 3-1. — AFP

India 58-3
against England
in fifth Test, need
406 more to win

LONDON: England’s James Anderson celebrates after taking the wicket of India’s
Shikhar Dhawan during play on the fourth day of the fifth Test cricket match
between England and India at The Oval in London on Sunday.— AFP


