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Boston Red Sox stop Houston 
Astros’ streak on walk-off hit

JOHANNESBURG: Golden Lions’
Shaun Reynolds matched the most
points scored by an individual in the
2018 South African Currie Cup with 22
in a 47-14 drubbing of the Free State
Cheetahs this weekend. While the
Johannesburg-based Lions celebrated a
seven-try victory that put them top of
the standings after four rounds, the
Cheetahs once again rued having to
split their resources.  

While the second-stringers were
being mauled by the Lions at Ellis Park
in Johannesburg, the first-choices fared
equally badly, crashing 46-14 to the
Ospreys in a Pro14 match in Wales.
Reynolds, standing in at fly-half while
Elton Jantjies is touring Australasia with
South Africa, scored two tries and slot-
ted six conversions. His 22-point haul
came after he scored 17 and 18 in two
previous matches this season, making
him the leading Currie Cup scorer with
57. Reynolds also equalled the most
individual points in a Currie Cup match
this year, sharing the feat with two other
backs, Chris Smith of the Pumas and SP
Marais of Western Province.   

After building a 33-0 half-time
advantage, the Lions conceded two
tries to Lloyd Greeff and discarded
Springboks scrum-half Rudy Paige. But
the hosts had the final say, scoring two
converted tries in the final five minutes
through Howard Mnisi and Hacjivah
Dayimani. Although a forward, number
eight Dayimani has twice scored two
tries this season and his five overall

makes him the leading try scorer. He is
another player getting a chance to star
because of Springbok call-ups with
first-choice number eight and skipper
Warren Whiteley on national team duty.

Blue Bulls got back on the winning
trail after successive losses by pipping
the Griquas 45-40 after a 13-try fest in
northern Cape capital Kimberley. In a
game of distinct phases, the Pretoria-
based Bulls built a 28-7 lead, which was
whittled to just seven points by half-
time.  Yellow cards for winger Duncan
Matthews and hooker Jaco Visagie con-
tributed to the Bulls falling behind in the
second half before recovering to
achieve a bonus-point victory.

Ill discipline also caught up with the
Griquas and lock Pieter Jansen van
Vuren was sin-binned for cynical play
at a crucial stage. 

After scoring first, the Sharks trailed
by seven points at half-time against the
visiting Pumas in Indian Ocean port city
Durban before storming back for a 28-
12 victory.

Jeremy Ward, Johan Deysel, Aphelele
Fassi and Curwin Bosch scored tries and
all were converted by Robert du Preez,
a son of the Sharks coach. Lions and
Sharks have 15 points each from three
matches, the Bulls 12 from four and title-
holders and record 34-time champions
Western Province 10 from two.

They are expected to occupy the top
four positions in the final standings after
a single-round mini-league and secure
semi-finals places. —AFP

Stand-in Reynolds scores 22
points as Lions maul Cheetahs

Inciarte, Braves bury Diamondbacks with 6-run 9th inning
HOUSTON: Mitch Moreland hit a walk-off
single with two outs in the ninth inning, and
the Boston Red Sox averted a series sweep
with a 6-5 victory over the Houston Astros
on Sunday at Fenway Park. Moreland fin-
ished 2-for-2 after entering as a pinch hit-
ter. His single to left field scored pinch run-
ner Tzu-Wei Lin and came against right-
hander Hector Rondon (2-3). Lin was in
scoring position thanks to Xander
Bogaerts, who capped a 4-for-4 night with
a single that placed a runner in scoring
position against Rondon. The Astros had
their seven-game winning streak snapped
and their lead in the American League West
shaved to three games in the loss column
over the Oakland Athletics. Red Sox closer
Craig Kimbrel (5-1) recorded the win by
working a perfect top of the ninth inning.
J.D. Martinez struck the initial big blow for
Boston in the fifth, his three-run homer off
Astros starter Dallas Keuchel turning a
one-run advantage into a 5-1 lead. It was
Martinez’s 40th homer of the season.

MARINERS 3, YANKEES 2
Seattle’s bullpen combined for four

scoreless innings of one-hit relief, and
Mitch Haniger scored the go-ahead run in
eighth inning as the Mariners defeated vis-
iting New York to avoid a season sweep.
The Yankees had won the first two games of
the three-game weekend series after
sweeping the Mariners in three straight
games in June in New York. Alex Colome
(6-5) got the victory after delivering a
scoreless eighth, and Edwin Diaz pitched
the ninth for his major-league-leading 54th
save of the season.

RAYS 8, ORIOLES 3
Brandon Lowe hit a three-run home run

to cap a five-run first inning as Tampa Bay
continued its surge with a 8-3 victory over
visiting Baltimore. Lowe made it 5-0 when
he hammered an 0-1 slider by Josh Rogers
(1-2) into the right field seats. The rookie
second baseman’s fourth homer helped
Tampa Bay move 14 games over .500 for
the first time since the end of the 2013 sea-
son. The Rays also matched the 2008 team
record by recording their 11th straight
home win. Lowe’s homer also helped the
Rays win for the 16th time in their past 19
games. During that stretch, Tampa Bay has
outscored foes 111-57.

A’S 7, RANGERS 3
Oakland scored two runs on Nick

Martini’s infield single in a five-run fourth
inning, creating a lead the A’s turned into an
easy victory over visiting Texas and a
sweep of the three-game series. The
Oakland bullpen shut out the Rangers on
two hits over the final 6 1/3 innings, helping
the A’s rally from a 3-0 deficit to a win that
cut their deficit in the American League

West to 2 1/2 games behind the Astros. A’s
starter Trevor Cahill was pulled after walk-
ing six in 2 2/3 innings. He was charged
with three runs on two hits. Seven A’s
relievers combined to bail out Cahill, with
Shawn Kelley (2-0) getting credit with the
win after retiring all four batters he faced in
the third and fourth innings.

BRAVES 9, DIAMONDBACKS 5
Ender Inciarte hit a go-ahead three-run

homer in the ninth inning, and Lucas Duda
and Johan Camargo also homered in the six-
run frame as visiting Atlanta rallied to defeat
Arizona. Tyler Flowers and Ozzie Albies sin-
gled to open the ninth inning off closer Brad
Boxberger (2-7) before Inciarte, who
squared to bunt on the first four pitches, hit a
3-2 pitch for his 10th homer of the season
and a 6-4 lead. Duda had a pinch-hit homer
and Camargo added a two-run homer in the
ninth, both off right-hander Yoan Lopez in his
major league debut. The Braves took their
third victory in the four-game series, all com-
ing in their final at-bat. Camargo had three
homers in the series.

METS 6, PHILLIES 4
Michael Conforto hit a tiebreaking three-

run homer in the fifth inning for host New
York, which scratched National League Cy
Young Award contender Jacob deGrom but
still managed to beat visiting Philadelphia.
The Mets won two of three from the Phillies,
who haven’t won a series in their past 10 tries
(nine losses, one split). Philadelphia dropped
4 1/2 games behind Atlanta in the NL East.
DeGrom, who leads the majors with a 1.68
ERA, was scheduled to start Sunday, but with
constant rain in the forecast, the Mets decid-
ed to start rookie Corey Oswalt instead.
DeGrom is expected to start Monday, when
New York opens a four-game series against
the visiting Miami Marlins.

CARDINALS 5, TIGERS 2
John Gant pitched 6 2/3 innings and the St.

Louis offense erupted for five seventh-inning
runs in salvaging the finale of a three-game
series over host Detroit. Gant (7-5) allowed
two runs on five hits and struck out six. Carlos
Martinez got the last three outs for his second
save. Carson Kelly had two hits and an RBI,
and Paul DeJong added two hits and scored a
run. St. Louis lost the first two games of the
series in walk-off fashion. Detroit starter
Michael Fulmer (3-11) was perfect through
five but was charged with five runs, three
earned, on five hits in 6 1/3 innings. Nicholas
Castellanos had two hits for the Tigers.

DODGERS 9, ROCKIES 6
Justin Turner homered among his four hits,

Enrique Hernandez also homered, and Los
Angeles beat Colorado in Denver. Rich Hill
(8-5) struck out seven in five innings, and
Scott Alexander earned his third save for Los

Angeles, which moved within a half-game of
the National League West-leading Rockies.
Charlie Blackmon homered twice, and Nolan
Arenado also hit a home run for the Rockies.

BREWERS 6, GIANTS 3
Jonathan Schoop belted a grand slam off

San Francisco ace Madison Bumgarner to
rally host Milwaukee from a sixth-inning
deficit. The Brewers completed a three-game
sweep. Zach Davies pitched effectively for
the second straight time since returning from
a shoulder injury that cost him three months,
helping the Brewers pull within two games of
the Chicago Cubs in the NL Central. The
Giants took their eighth loss in a row, equal-
ing their longest losing streak since April
2015, and they completed an 0-6 trip.

BLUE JAYS 6, INDIANS 2
Justin Smoak hit a two-run homer and

had three RBIs, Teoscar Hernandez hit a
three-run homer, and Toronto defeated vis-
iting Cleveland. Thomas Pannone (2-1),
acquired from Cleveland in a trade last sea-
son, allowed two runs and four hits in 6 1/3
innings in his third career major league start
to help Toronto gain a split in the four-game

set and win the season series 4-3. Blue Jays
right fielder Randal Grichuk left the game in
the fourth after his head hit a security
guard’s chair while he tried to catch a foul
ball. The team later announced that initial
concussion tests and a CT scan of his head
and face were negative and that Grichuk
would be re-evaluated Monday morning.

ANGELS 1, WHITE SOX 0
Andrew Heaney pitched seven scoreless

innings with a career-high 12 strikeouts, and
visiting Los Angeles held on for a win over
Chicago to complete a three-game sweep.
Heaney (9-9) allowed only three hits and
walked none to earn his second win in the
past three starts. The fifth-year southpaw
struck out at least one batter in six of the
seven innings he worked. Los Angeles
climbed one game within .500 after wrap-
ping up its 10-game road trip with a 7-3
record. Chicago lost its fifth game in a row.
The White Sox were shut out for the 11th
time this season.

PADRES 7, REDS 6
Eric Hosmer broke a tie by opening the

ninth inning with his third homer in as many

games, giving visiting San Diego a one-run
victory in Cincinnati and a split of the teams’
weather-impacted four-game series.
Hosmer’s 16th homer of the season came off
Raisel Iglesias (2-4), the sixth Reds pitcher. It
marked the first time in his career that
Hosmer homered in three straight games.
Craig Stammen (7-2) got the win, and Kirby
Yates picked up his seventh save. The start of
the game was pushed back three hours due
to forecasted rain in Cincinnati. There was
also a 1-hour, 32-minute rain delay in the
middle of the eighth inning, bringing to 5
hours, 22 minutes the total time lost to rain in
the four-game series.

TWINS 3, ROYALS 1
Willians Astudillo hit a two-run walk-off

homer with two outs in the bottom of the
ninth inning to give Minnesota a victory over
visiting Kansas City. It was just the 11th hit
and third homer of the major league career
for the 26-year-old Astudillo, who clobbered
a 1-0 hanging slider off Jason Hammel (2-13)
deep into the bleachers in left-center field.
Adalberto Mondesi homered for the Royals,
who finished with just three hits off four
Twins pitchers. — Reuters

BOSTON: Mitch Moreland #18 of the Boston Red Sox hits the game-winning walk off in the ninth inning to defeat the Houston Astros at
Fenway Park on Sunday in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

WELLINGTON: South Africa coach Johan
“Rassie” Erasmus admitted yesterday his job
may be on the line against the All Blacks this
weekend after two straight defeats in the
Rugby Championship left his six-month
tenure in serious jeopardy. 

South Africa head into Saturday’s match
on the back of losses to Australia and
Argentina, with memories of a 57-0 drubbing
the last time they played in New Zealand still
raw. Erasmus said a similar result in
Wellington this weekend would probably
spell the end of his tenure, even though he
only took over in March.

“Probably just for me to survive it’s fairly
important, but that’s beside the point,” he
told reporters in Wellington.  “If we can beat
the All Blacks here, everybody will think we
have a realistic chance of winning the World
Cup next year. People wil l  say there’s
growth.” 

The former Test flanker said the recent
losses-and the Springboks slipping to sev-
enth in the world rankings-meant he was
facing pressure from South Africa’s “ruth-
less” fans, but his main aim was to ensure
the Springboks were in better shape than
when he took over.

He has also vowed to speed up the inte-
gration of black players into the national side
to reflect demographic realities in South
Africa, and in June named flanker Siya Kolisi
to the captaincy-the first time a black South
African had ever led the Springboks.

“If I’m here or not, I want the next coach
who goes to the World Cup to have a squad
who’s representative of South Africa, who’s
got enough experience, who’s gone through

tough times in New Zealand and Australia,”
he said. Erasmus conceded facing the All
Blacks was daunting but said it was a chance
for his young players “to show what we have”.
“This is the ultimate test to see where we are.
Did we actually improve in the last six match-
es or are we getting worse?”

After ringing the changes against
Argentina and Australia, Erasmus said he did

not want to tinker too much with the side that
will play New Zealand. However, he said
South Africa would be without wing
Makazole Mapimpi, who limped off against
Australia.

“He’s flying back today to get scans and
stuff. We’re not going to get a replacement in
for him,” he said. “He’s definitely out for this
weekend.” -— AFP
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