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Trails of smoke from tear gas canisters fired by Israeli forces are seen as Palestinians protest on the beach near the maritime border with Israel in the northern Gaza Strip, calling for the lifting of the Israeli
blockade on the coastal Palestinian enclave yesterday. — AFP 
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Nauert cited that bid as one reason for shuttering the PLO
mission. But she stressed the need for the Palestinians to join
US-backed peace negotiations. “The United States continues to
believe that direct negotiations between the two parties are the
only way forward. This action should not be exploited by those
who seek to act as spoilers to distract from the imperative of
reaching a peace agreement,” she said.

The Palestinian leadership cut off contact with the Trump
administration after the US president recognized the disputed
city of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital in December. Trump has since
pledged to withhold aid from the Palestinians until they return to
the negotiating table. The decision on the PLO mission comes
just ahead of the 25th anniversary of the first Oslo accord on
Sept 13, which was famously sealed with a handshake on the
White House lawn and raised hopes of a lasting Israeli-
Palestinian peace. Husam Zomlot, head of the PLO mission in

Washington, told journalists in Ramallah that the closure was “to
protect Israel from war crimes, crimes against humanity that
Israel is committing in the occupied Palestinian territories”. Both
Erekat and Zomlot pledged to push forward with Palestinian
efforts at the ICC, where the chief prosecutor has already
opened a preliminary probe into the allegations.

In recent weeks, the United States has cut more than $200
million in bilateral aid to the Palestinians as well as cancelled its
support for the UN agency for Palestinian refugees. In making
such moves, Trump has sided with Israel on core issues in the
conflict without publicly asking for any concessions in return.
Palestinian leaders see his White House as blatantly biased in
favor of Israel. “Part of it is bullying,” Zomlot said in response to
a question about the US strategy. “But the main part of it is just
going ahead and implementing the grocery list that was submit-
ted to them by (Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu.”

The Palestinians have asked the ICC to investigate Israel on
issues ranging from settlement building in the occupied West
Bank to civilian casualties in the 2014 Gaza war, among others.
Palestinian foreign minister Riyad Al-Malki visited the ICC in
May and called on it to open an immediate investigation. Despite
having opened a preliminary probe in 2015, the tribunal has yet
to move to the next stage and open a full-blown investigation
which could lead to charges being brought. — AFP 
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“Our embassy in Kuwait continues to look after our
kababayan Ulambai Singgayan and is coordinating with
authorities to ensure that her rights are protected,”
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary for Migrant Workers
Affairs Sarah Lou Arriola said. “Ulambai and her family
here in the Philippines have our assurance that the DFA
will provide her with legal and other assistance that she
may require,” Arriola said.

The undersecretary said that as soon as the
embassy learned about the incident, it dispatched a
team to the hospital where Ulambai is being treated for
injuries allegedly inflicted on her by members of her
employer’s family. According to the initial information
gathered by the embassy, Singgayan was allegedly
beaten up after she allegedly stabbed her employer,

who had allegedly threatened to have her visa revoked
and move her to another house. 

Charge d’Affaires Charleson C Hermosura said
Singgayan had visible bruises on her face, chest and
arms. An x-ray conducted in the hospital also showed
internal bleeding in her abdomen. Hermosura said it is
not immediately clear if Singgayan had been maltreat-
ed by her employer prior to the stabbing incident. He
said Singgayan was deployed to Kuwait as a household
service worker in Feb 2017. He added Singgayan is
facing felony charges and is currently under hospital
arrest. Philippine Embassy officials were tightlipped
when contacted by Kuwait Times yesterday to obtain
more information on the case. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah met yesterday with Philippine
Presidential Adviser on Overseas Filipino Workers
Abdullah Mamao and accompanying officials.
Discussions dealt with bilateral relations between the
two friendly countries and means of promoting these
ties. The presidential advisor, accompanied by officials,
is currently visiting the country. 

GENEVA: The new UN rights chief decried yesterday
crackdowns on minorities in countries like Myanmar and
China and urged Western countries to respect migrant
rights, warning that erecting walls only caused chaos and
suffering. In her first address, Michelle Bachelet opened
the UN Human Rights Council’s 39th session stressing
her “commitment to bridging the differences between
communities and promoting respect, well-being and
freedom”.

Diplomats and activists from around the world gath-
ered in Geneva to hear her maiden speech, seeking clues
as to whether she will mimic the abrasive style of prede-
cessor Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein. Bachelet, a former Chilean
president, hailed Zeid but seemed to stake out a softer
approach, only briefly mentioning a few concrete rights
situations and refraining from full-blown criticism. “I am
convinced that this council must strive for consensus,”
she said.

Bachelet did however voice particular concern about
the situation in Myanmar, where UN investigators say
there is enough evidence to prosecute the country’s
army chief and five other top military commanders for
crimes against humanity and genocide against the
Rohingya minority. Some 700,000 Rohingya Muslims
fled northern Rakhine state to Bangladesh after
Myanmar launched a brutal crackdown on insurgents in
August 2017 amid accounts of arson, murder and rape.

Myanmar has vehemently denied allegations of ethnic
cleansing, insisting it was responding to attacks by
Rohingya rebels. Bachelet called on the rights council to
create a new “independent international mechanism”
tasked with preparing criminal indictments over atroci-

ties committed in Myanmar. She said that if created, the
panel would also “complement and support” the
International Criminal Court’s planned probe of certain
aspects of the crisis, insisting on “the imperative of jus-
tice for Myanmar.”

‘Deeply disturbing’ 
In the written version of her speech, Bachelet also

took issue with China’s treatment of its Uighur Muslim
minority. She pointed to a review of China by independ-
ent UN rights experts last month which “brought to light
deeply disturbing allegations of large-scale arbitrary
detentions of Uighurs and other Muslim communities in
so-called re-education camps across Xinjiang.” Pointing
to reports that documented patterns of rights violations
in other regions as well, Bachelet said: “We would
request the government to permit access for the (UN
rights) office to all regions of China, and trust we will
embark on discussion of the issues.”

The new High Commissioner for Human Rights voiced
dismay at the approach many developed countries have
taken to migration, meanwhile. “Erecting walls, deliberate-
ly projecting fear and anger on migrant communities, ...
separating and detaining families, and cutting integration
programs: such policies offer no long-term solutions to
anyone, only more hostility, misery, suffering and chaos,”
she said. “It is in the interest of every state to adopt migra-
tion policies that are grounded in reality, not in panic,” she
insisted. In her oral address, Bachelet did not criticize the
migration policies of specific countries, but in her written
statement she described the EU’s handling of migrants
crossing the Mediterranean as “disturbing”.

She highlighted Italy’s decision to repeatedly close its
ports to arriving migrants, insisting such “political pos-
turing” was having “devastating consequences for many
already vulnerable people”. She also slammed harsh tac-
tics in Hungary and “shocking reports” that “food has
been withheld from migrants held in transit zones on the
Hungarian-Serbian border”. The three-week rights
council session that opened yesterday marks the first full
session since the United States withdrew in June, accus-
ing the body of “hypocrisy” and anti-Israel bias.

Bachelet did not mention the US absence in her
address, but in her written speech she did criticize the
country for its harsh anti-migration policies. While the
country has “halted the unconscionable practice of sepa-
rating immigrant children from their families,” she point-
ed out that “over 500 migrant children taken away from
their parents ... have still not been returned to their fami-
lies”. Bachelet also voiced concern at the announcement
from Washington last week that it would no longer limit
the detention of migrant children to 20 days. - AFP 
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this year - as protestors attacked a petrol station,
television pictures showed. Similar incidents were
reported in the financial hub of Mumbai and in Modi’s
home state of Gujarat. Congress party activists
marched, blocked roads and disrupted trains in the
eastern state of Odisha, while other opposition parties

protested outside offices of oil marketing companies.
Protesters also burnt tyres and blocked traffic in the
north eastern state of Assam. Several people were
arrested in Assam and West Bengal, officials said.
Television footage showed protesters breaking car
and bus windows in Patna, the capital of the northern
state of Bihar.

India’s rupee hit a new record low of 72 to the dollar
last week as emerging market currencies suffered loss-
es. This has made India’s massive imports of oil, priced
in dollars, more expensive. Further strain on the econo-
my has come from the government’s surprise removal of
vast quantities of cash from the system in 2016, and
from a drive to simplify the tax code launched in 2017.

BJP accused its opponents of “unnecessarily politi-
cizing” high fuel prices and the weakening currency,
which it blamed on external factors such as Turkey’s
economic crisis which affected emerging markets. Ravi
Shankar Prasad, the country’s law minister, condemned
the incidents of violence. “The BJP strongly believes
that despite some momentary difficulties, the people of
India do not support this protest,” he said in a tele-
vised address.

Taxes on petrol and diesel, which account for more
than a third of retail fuel prices, are one of the biggest
sources of income for the government, and an emotive
issue for voters. Past governments have usually lowered
taxes when international oil prices shot up, but Modi’s

administration has made little concession so far. A
Mood of the Nation survey of 15,000 respondents in
April and May showed Modi’s popularity rating dipping
two percentage points from 2014 to 34 percent while
Gandhi’s rose eight points to 24 percent. In a speech
late on Sunday, Modi was in bullish mood nonetheless.
“We have started our journey (towards general elec-
tions) with confidence. 

We enjoy the confidence of 1.25 billion people of
India,” he said in the capital. “We do not see any chal-
lenge (from the opposition). Their allegations are based
on falsehoods and web of lies... When they were in
power they were a failure, and they are a failure even
when they are in opposition.” — Agencies 
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GENEVA: New High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet is seen on a TV screen delivering her speech
during the opening day of the 39th UN Council of Human Rights yesterday. — AFP 


