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Ihope my readers have a year ahead filled with
blessings, love, joy and laughter. May this New Year
be a blissful one to everyone. The state of Kuwait is

celebrating the Islamic New Year today and it is a
public holiday. I have received a few questions on this
holiday in particular, and therefore I thought I would
write a short article that hopefully would be useful to
everyone.

Holiday delay
Question: My boss said we can have the holiday on

Thursday instead of Tuesday. I wanted to celebrate
with my family on Tuesday. Does she have the right to
change the date to Thursday? Someone at the office
said it is very common that the this holiday in particu-
lar is moved to a Thursday.

Fajer: Generally speaking, your day off should be on
the official day, which for this year is Tuesday,
September 11th. Now if your boss requires you to
work on Tuesday, she would need to pay you an over-
time for Tuesday in addition to another day off, which
is chosen to be on Thursday. Previously, the Islamic
New holiday would be on a Sunday or Thursday and
not in the middle of the week, but new regulations
were implemented were the holiday needs to be on the
exact date of the Islamic New Year and the same for
the Gregorian New Year. The date cannot be moved to
another date.

Overtime pay
Question: We have had discussions at the office and

we have agreed that Thursday should be the day off
and we have all agreed to have Thursday off instead
because we want to travel. Can I still ask for overtime
even though I am the one that requested Thursday off?

Fajer: According to Kuwait’s labor law, all articles of
the law should be implemented to the benefit of the
employee and not the employer, and so there is some
leeway when it comes to decisions that are requested
by the employee him or herself. If this is what you have
requested, then your boss should not be obliged to pay
overtime.

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com.

Happy Islamic
New Year

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

Minister terminates over 30 expat
staff at PAHW as part of ‘Kuwaitization’

100 mailmen protest unpaid salaries
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Housing
Affairs and Minister of State for Services
Affairs Jenan Bushehri is preparing a min-
isterial decision on the rules of employing
non-Kuwaitis at the Public Authority
Housing Welfare (PAHW) after receiving
the approval of the authority’s board of
directors. Bushehri began the replacement
policy at PAHW by terminating contracts
of more than 30 expat employees.

About the new regulations for the
appointment of non-Kuwaitis, sources
said the first item says the applicant must
be a holder of a university degree, diplo-
ma or training courses of not less than two
years following secondary school from a

recognized university or an educational
entity in Kuwait. The applicant must also
have five years of experience in the field
of the job after
receiving the
degree.

Unpaid salaries
Nearly 100

mailmen went on
strike in a com-
pany that has a
contract with the
Ministry of
Service in
protest for not
receiving their salaries for more than
three months. The workers attempted to

resolve the problem with company offi-
cials but failed, which led them to stage a
sit-in. An agreement was then reached

between the
postmen, the
ministry and the
company, and
they were prom-
ised to get their
dues.

Rent allowance
The educa-

tion ministry
referred the
issue of not pay-

ing rent allowance to Kuwaiti teachers
married to non-Kuwaitis, widows and

divorcees to the Civil Service Commission
(CSC). The ministry said expat teachers
receive a KD 60 rent allowance a month
based on CSC decision 38/2016.

According to a recent global cost of
living indicator for 2018, which measures
the cost of living in 117 countries accord-
ing to residential rent values, grocery
prices, restaurant prices and the local
purchase value, Switzerland topped with a
total of 119.98 points, while Pakistan was
at the bottom with 22.17. The indicator
included 13 Arab countries led by Qatar as
the most expensive in the Arab world and
28th worldwide, while Kuwait was fifth in
the Arab world. Tunisia is ranked the
cheapest in the Arab world and 115th in
the world, while Egypt is ranked 114. Jenan Bushehri

Kuwait fifth
most expensive

in Arab world

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition lawmaker Riyadh
Al-Adasani yesterday warned of “scores
of grillings” against ministers if the gov-
ernment takes unilateral decisions that
could affect the cost of l iving and
wages. The warning comes as several
MPs have accused the government of
attempting to reduce the assistance paid
to Kuwaitis accepting private sector
jobs prompting a lawmaker to propose
raising that assistance.

Adasani said that the government
must coordinate with the national
assembly especially its budgets commit-
tee regarding issues could impact the
cost of living, wages and the work envi-
ronment, warning that any decisions on
such issues could open the door for
many grillings.

He claimed that recent decisions by

the council of ministers have negatively
impacted the idea of encouraging
Kuwaitis to seek employment in the pri-
vate sector to reduce pressure on gov-
ernment employment.

He said that encouraging Kuwaitis to
work in the private sector will reduce the
financial burden on state coffers and
accordingly the government should not
undermine the mechanism of supporting
nationals employed in the private sector.

The government has been paying
monthly assistance to Kuwaitis who
decide to work in the private sector dur-
ing the past several years but recently
several lawmakers have claimed that the
government policy on this issue has
changed. But Minister of Social Affairs
and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh stressed yes-
terday that nothing has changed con-
cerning the monthly aid given to national
employees in the private sector.

The reported reduction of the assis-
tance yesterday promoted MP Khaled
Al-Otaibi to submit a draft law propos-
ing that the amount of the assistance is
increased to all categories and such help
cannot be changed without a law by the
national assembly. He proposed that aid
given to doctors, engineers and pharma-
cists should be increased to KD 500 per
month in addition to social and cost of
living allowances.

In the meantime, MP Saleh Ashour
reiterated yesterday that he will file to
grill the minister of social affairs and
labor at the start of the new session
starting next month if she does not
answer his questions.

Ashour had asked the minister to pro-
vide him with complaints submitted by
four ministries against Al-Thaqalain
charity society that made Sabeeh dis-
solve the society for alleged wrongdo-

ings. The lawmaker, who headed the
society, had repeatedly claimed that the
society committed no offences in its
work and challenged the minister to pro-
vide evidence for its allegations. 

MP Adasani warns government of ‘scores of grillings’

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Social Affairs Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Cooperation Affairs Abdelaziz Shuaib
wondered about reports on social media about banning
co-ops in residential areas from extending aid to schools
in the area such as providing air conditioners, water cool-
ers and other services. He added that the ministry has not
issued any decision in this regard and no instructions were
given to co-ops to not extend any services to shareholders
within the areas of the co-op’s activities. Shuaib also con-
demned an attack on a ministry employee while organizing
elections in a co-op. He said the ministry took legal action
that will safeguard the rights of its workers.

Money laundering
The Commerce and Industry Ministry said the money

laundering and terrorism financing fighting department
deployed 87 precautionary measures against violating
companies that are under law 106/2013. The ministry said
the measures include a written warning to two real estate
companies and ordering 49 real estate, seven exchange,
four insurance and 23 jewelry companies to follow certain
measures to conform with the law, in addition to issuing a
warning to submit reports to two real estate companies.

Co-ops not banned
from giving
public services

KUWAIT: A security source said criminal detectives who
worked on cases of car thefts identified a gang lead by a
Kuwaiti ex-convict and three bedoons. They used a farm
in Kabd to hide the stolen cars before selling their parts or
changing their features and sending them to certain coun-
tries. Detectives obtained a warrant to raid the farm, and
the gang members were found there along with six cars.
The three bedoons said their role was to steal cars whose
engines were left running and drive them to the farm,
where they were dismantled.

Suicide
An Indian man’s body was recovered by the coroner

after he allegedly committed suicide in his room in
Ishbelia. Police received a call from an Indian man saying
that he found his friend dead in their residence. Police
found the body hanging from the ceiling.

Environmental violation
A cement truck driver was seen by a citizen in Shamiya

dumping excess cement before leaving, so he called the
police. The driver was arrested and the truck was
impounded. He faces legal action and a fine of up to KD
10,000, for violation of the environmental law. In a sepa-
rate case, police are looking for a driver accused by a citi-
zen of chasing her and colliding with her car before
escaping. The woman gave police the number of his car’s
license plates. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Auto theft gang
members arrested

PARIS: A broad strategy has been put in place to
ensure an effective reconstruction process in the
war-battered Iraqi city of Mosul, said a Kuwaiti offi-
cial yesterday. Such a daunting task requires a col-
lective effort on the part of the international commu-
nity, Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for
International Affairs Nasser Al-Heyn told an interna-
tional conference as part of an initiative called
‘Revive the Spirit of Mosul.’

The talks have been arranged by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), in conjunction with the
Iraqi government, Heyn said. He said that Kuwait’s
participation in this conference is a testament to its
commitment to restore stability and development to a
city that lies in tatters after years of war.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s permanent delegate to
UNESCO Adam Al-Mulla said that the Gulf state’s
involvement in this initiative reflects it concern for the
welfare of its larger neighbor. He added that the
destructive war has affected sectors across Iraq, leaving
the country in dire need of reconstruction and develop-
ment. The UNESCO initiative is part of the UN’s
response program designed to expedite the reconstruc-
tion process in the northern Iraqi city. —KUNA

Kuwait joins 
initiative to
rebuild Mosul


