
Indian opposition 
leads protests over
high fuel prices 
NEW DELHI: Indians set tyres on fire, vandalized
petrol stations and blocked roads and railways yester-
day as opposition parties led nationwide demonstra-
tions against rising fuel prices. The protests were called
by the opposition Congress party led by Rahul Gandhi,
who is looking to challenge Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in general elections
expected in early 2019.

“Ever since the BJP came to power (in 2014) fuel
prices have been going up. Prime Minister Modi has
failed to deliver on his promises to the people,” Gandhi,
48, told a crowd in Delhi. “Your money is being looted...
Hatred is being spread. Wherever you see, Indians are
fighting one another,” said the scion of the long-power-
ful Gandhi-Nehru dynasty. Police and demonstrators
scuffled in the central state of Madhya Pradesh - cur-
rently held by the BJP, but which goes to the polls 
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News in brief

Arrest over breakfast video 

RIYADH: Saudi authorities have arrested an Egyptian
hotel worker who appeared in an “offensive” video
eating breakfast with a female Saudi colleague, the
labor ministry said Sunday, adding that the hotel own-
er was summoned for questioning. The footage, which
sparked outrage on social media in the kingdom,
showed the pair sharing a meal at a desk. The woman,
dressed in a full-length abaya and niqab, is seen wav-
ing to the camera and feeding the man - who was film-
ing - with her hand. The public prosecution later
urged residents in the kingdom to respect “values and
traditions of the Saudi society”. — Agencies  

Jewels stolen at Paris Ritz 

PARIS: A member of the Saudi royal family has
reported the theft of hundreds of thousands of euros’
worth of jewelry from her hotel room at the Ritz hotel
in Paris, police sources said yesterday. The person,
who was not identified by name, said the theft - which
would be the second reported jewel heist at the five-
star hotel on Place Vendome this year - took place on
Friday afternoon. The jewels, worth an estimated
€800,000 ($930,000), were not in a safe when they
were taken and there was no sign of forced entry, the
source said, confirming a report on France Info radio.
France Info said the victim was a Saudi princess stay-
ing in one of the hotel’s suites. — AFP 

Iran arrests theatre duo 
TEHRAN: Two leading theatre figures in Iran have been
arrested over a trailer for Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” featuring men and women dancing togeth-
er. Prominent director Maryam Kazemi and venue manager
Saeed Asadi were detained on Sunday on the orders of the
judiciary, said Shahram Karami of the ministry of culture
and Islamic guidance. Karami said the “type of music
played” and the actors’ “movements” were the main prob-
lem with the trailer. The play had already been showing for
seven nights at City Theatre and only had one night left to
run when the pair was arrested.  — AFP

Imam dismissed from post
TASHKENT: An Uzbek imam has been sacked after
urging President Shavkat Mirziyoyev to lift a ban on
personal religious symbols such as women’s hijabs
and beards for men. Mirziyoyev has relaxed restric-
tions on religious freedoms as part of his campaign
of liberal economic and political reforms in the for-
mer Soviet republic. But his government stopped
short of lifting a decades-long ban on religious
clothes and attributes, and specifically barred female
students from wearing hijabs in schools by a decree
issued last month. The move prompted criticism on
social networks led by Fazliddin Parpiyev, then imam
of the Omina mosque in Tashkent, who was dis-
missed from his post on Sunday. — Reuters 

AGARTALA, India: A supporter of Indian National Congress lifts a burning tyre during a
nationwide general strike against the petrol price hike in the capital of the northeastern
state of Tripura yesterday. — AFP 

In observance of the 
Hijri New Year, 

Kuwait Times will resume
publication on Thursday,

September 13, 2018. 

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Chief of Staff of the Kuwaiti Army Lt Gen
Mohammed Al-Khudher yesterday said the GCC joint
defense agreement reflects strong ties between the
Gulf countries. “Our region is currently facing many
regional and international challenges, which obliges us
to preserve our strong ties through joint efforts to pro-
tect our unity and improve it,” he said during the 15th
meeting of the Supreme Military Committee of GCC
chiefs of staff that was held yesterday and attended by
all members. 

The meeting aimed to achieve more coordination
between the armed forces of the GCC states. “The most
important topic of this meeting is joint military action,
which aims to strengthen joint cooperation in order to
face present and future challenges threatening the GCC
countries. We also look forward to exchanging experi-
ences through intensive joint training between the
armed forces in the GCC, which will increase their abil-
ities. Exchanging knowledge and academic experience

between member states has resulted in plans to estab-
lish the GCC Academy for Strategic and Security
Studies,” stressed Khudhur.

Assistant Secretary General for Military Affairs Lt
Gen Ahmad Al-Ali spoke about the agenda of the com-
mittee, including several topics set by both the opera-
tions and training committee and the financial commit-
tee. “These topics include joint military leadership, a
study on the GCC Academy for Strategic and Security
Studies and some projects on secure communications,”
he pointed out. “These subjects are related to continu-
ous joint military work, and we look forward to come
up with recommendations and resolutions that will sup-
port and strengthen our joint system,” stated Ali.

The Gulf commanders will meet representatives of
the US Central Command and those of the Egyptian
and Jordanian armies tomorrow, a Kuwaiti defense min-
istry official said on Sunday on condition of anonymity.
The meetings will come just over a week after Pentagon
chief James Mattis and Centcom head General Joseph
Votel held talks in the Gulf. 

KUWAIT: Gulf Cooperation Council’s armed forces’ chiefs of staff pose for photographs ahead of a
meeting in Kuwait City yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
meets Philippine Presidential Adviser on Overseas
Filipino Workers Abdullah Mamao yesterday. — KUNA 

Manila assisting 
maid involved in 
stabbing incident 
By Ben Garcia

MANILA: The Philippines Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) has announced that it will extend all
possible assistance to a Filipina domestic helper
held by Kuwaiti authorities for allegedly stabbing
her employer. In a statement, the DFA said the
Philippine Embassy in Kuwait is assisting the dis-
tressed household service worker from
Maguindanao and is in touch with Kuwaiti authori-
ties investigating her case. 
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US ups pressure 
on Palestinians, 
closes mission 
in Washington 
WASHINGTON: The United States announced yester-
day it  wil l  shutter the Palestinians’  mission in
Washington, adding further pressure on them to enter
peace talks with Israel. State Department spokeswoman
Heath Nauert accused the Palestine Liberation
Organization of refusing to support negotiations while a
Palestinian official called the move a “dangerous escala-
tion” of tensions in the region. 

“We have permitted the PLO office to conduct opera-
tions that support the objective of achieving a lasting,
comprehensive peace between Israelis and the Palestinians
since the expiration of a previous waiver in November
2017,” said Nauert. “However, the PLO has not taken steps
to advance the start of direct and meaningful negotiations
with Israel,” Nauert said. “To the contrary, PLO leadership
has condemned a US peace plan they have not yet seen
and refused to engage with the US government with
respect to peace efforts and otherwise,” she said.

The announced closure was the latest move by
President Donald Trump to push the Palestinians into
peace talks, toward what the US president has termed the
“ultimate deal.” But the Palestinians have accused the
Trump administration of being one-sided in its approach.
“This is yet another affirmation of the Trump administra-
tion’s policy to collectively punish the Palestinian people,
including by cutting financial support for humanitarian
services including health and education,” PLO secretary-
general Saeb Erekat said in a statement.The move to not

grant the mission its normal six-month renewal came after
Palestinian leaders allegedly breached the arrangement by
calling for Israeli officials to be prosecuted at the
International Criminal Court in The Hague. 
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GAZA: Israeli soldiers keep watch as a Palestinian protes-
tor runs with his national flag on the beach near the mar-
itime border with Israel in Beit Lahia during a demonstra-
tion calling for the lifting of the Israeli blockade on the
enclave yesterday. — AFP 


