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Royals’ Lopez falls three outs short 
of 24th perfect game in MLB history

Inciarte, Braves edge D-backs in wild 10th innings

MILAN: Moto2 rider Romano Fenati has been
banned for two races for grabbing Italian rival
Stefano Manzi’s brake during the San Marino
motorcycling Grand Prix yesterday. Both were com-
peting at high-speed around the Misano track when
22-year-old Kalex rider Fenati leaned over and
pressed Manzi’s brake lever. Manzi briefly lost his
balance before regaining control of his Suter bike.

Fenati’s actions followed Manzi’s attempt to over-
take his compatriot a few laps earlier. The pair had
made contact as Manzi overtook on the inside, with
both riders running off the track, losing several
positions and dropping out of the points.

Fenati-a Moto2 rookie this year aboard a
Marinelli Snipers-run Kalex bike-was black-flagged
and disqualified after 23 laps for “irresponsible rid-
ing”. The FIM MotoGP stewards panel later
announced that Fenati would miss the next two
races in Aragon, Spain on September 23 and
Thailand on October 7 for having “deliberately
attempted to cause danger to another rider”.

“Riders must ride in a responsible manner which
does not cause danger to other competitiors or par-
ticipants, either on the track or in the pit lane,” the
FIM said in a statement. It is not the first time the
Italian rider has been embroiled in controversy. He
was forced to apologise for kicking out at Finnish
rider Niklas Ajo during the Moto3 warm-up at the
2015 Argentinian Grand Prix.

He was dropped for disciplinary reasons during
the 2016 season by the Sky Racing Team VR46,
owned by Italian motorcycling star Valentino Rossi.
“We had a contact two turns before, but nothing to
justify such a reaction, his gesture speaks for itself,”
said Manzi.—AFP
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MINNEAPOLIS: Kansas City right-hander Jorge
Lopez pitched eight perfect innings before allowing a
baserunner Saturday night, and the Royals defeated the
Minnesota Twins 4-1 at Target Field in Minneapolis.
Lopez, in only his seventh career start, flirted with his-
tory, retiring the first 24 Twins he faced. Max Kepler led
off the ninth and induced a walk on a 3-1 count to
break up the perfect game bid. Robbie Grossman, the
next batter, broke up Lopez’s no-hit bid, lacing a single
to center. That ended Lopez’s night. The former top-
100 prospect left the game having thrown 110 pitches
while striking out four. There have only been 23 perfect
games recorded in major league history-the last one by
Seattle’s Felix Hernandez on Aug. 15, 2012, against
Tampa Bay.

ROCKIES 4, DODGERS 2
Charlie Blackmon and Chris Iannetta homered, Kyle

Freeland pitched six effective innings and Colorado
beat Los Angeles in Denver. DJ LeMahieu had two hits,
and Wade Davis pitched the ninth for his 39th save for
the Rockies, who stayed in first place with the win.
Colorado (78-63) increased its National League West
lead over the Dodgers (77-65) to 1 1/2 games. Chris
Taylor homered and Max Muncy had an RBI double in
the ninth, when the Dodgers made it interesting against
Davis. Cody Bellinger hit a two-out triple ahead of
Muncy’s double, but Davis struck out Yasmani Grandal
on a full-count pitch to end the game.

BRAVES 5, DIAMONDBACKS 4 (10 INNINGS)
Ender Inciarte hit an RBI triple to cap a two-run

10th inning, and Atlanta took advantage of a season-
high four Arizona errors in a road win. Ronald Acuna Jr.
had two hits and two intentional walks, and Inciarte and
Freddie Freeman had two hits apiece for the National
League East-leading Braves (78-64), who took a 3 1/2-
game lead over Philadelphia. The teams play seven
times in the final 11 days of the regular season. Arizona
(76-66) was out-hit 11-5 and fell 2 1/2 games behind
Colorado in the NL West. The teams begin a four-game
series in Colorado on Monday and play again in
Arizona the following week.

METS 10, PHILLIES 5
Tomas Nido laced a three-run double in the second

inning, and Todd Frazier hit a three-run homer in the
third inning as host New York routed Philadelphia. The
Mets’ 12th win in their last 20 games was overshad-
owed by a pair of injuries. Starting pitcher Noah
Syndergaard exited after taking a comebacker off his
left rib cage in the seventh inning, two innings after left
fielder Dominic Smith left due to a left groin strain.
Syndergaard began walking off the mound after getting
hit before a team trainer and Mets manager Mickey
Callaway arrived there to check on him. He handed the
ball to Callaway before disappearing into the Mets’
dugout.

BREWERS 4, GIANTS 3
Left-hander Gio Gonzalez pitched effectively for 5

2/3 innings in his Milwaukee debut, leading the team to
victory over visiting San Francisco. Travis Shaw and
Christian Yelich homered for the Brewers (81-62), who
pushed one game farther ahead of the St Louis

Cardinals (78-64) in their duel for the first wild card in
the National League. Milwaukee is now 2 1/2 games up.
Gonzalez (8-11), acquired Aug. 31 from the Washington
Nationals, limited the Giants to one unearned run and
three hits in his 5 2/3 innings. He walked one and struck
out seven.

TIGERS 4, CARDINALS 3
Victor Reyes scored on a wild pitch with one out in

the ninth, giving Detroit its second consecutive walk-
off victory over visiting St. Louis. Marcell Ozuna tied
the game with two outs in the ninth on his third homer
in two nights, but Bud Norris (3-5) gave it back in the
bottom of the inning. Reyes reached on a two-base
error by first baseman Matt Carpenter. Jeimer
Candelario walked, and Jim Adduci sacrificed to move
up both runners. Nicholas Castellanos was intentionally
walked to load the bases, and Norris bounced the first
pitch he threw to Victor Martinez.

NATIONALS 10, CUBS 3 (GAME 1)
Max Scherzer went the distance, scored a run and

drove in another as Washington routed visiting Chicago
in the first game of a doubleheader. Scherzer allowed
nine hits in his nine innings, striking out 11 without a
walk. Four of the hits came in the ninth when Chicago
scored twice. The doubleheader was played because
Friday night’s game was washed out following two long
rain delays.

NATIONALS 6, CUBS 5 (GAME 2)
Bryce Harper hit a two-run home run in the bottom

of the seventh inning that capped Washington’s come-
back from an early four-run deficit to sweep its double-
header with Chicago. Greg Holland worked around a
leadoff hit by pitch in the ninth to earn his second save
with the Nationals after a 1-hour, 29-minute rain delay
in the bottom of the eighth inning. The Nationals need-
ed to come back from a 4-0 deficit thanks to Victor
Caratini’s grand slam in the top of the fourth off starter
Jefry Rodriguez. Caratini crushed a 1-0 pitch into the
seats for that early lead.

ASTROS 5, RED SOX 3
Alex Bregman and Martin Maldonado slugged solo

home runs, and Charlie Morton worked five innings in
his first start off the disabled list as Houston extended
its winning streak to seven games with a win at Boston.
Morton (14-3) skipped a turn in the rotation with right
shoulder discomfort and, while he labored a bit, limited
the Red Sox to two runs on seven hits and two walks
with three strikeouts. Astros rookie right-hander Josh
James, making his first career relief appearance and
second overall, recorded eight crucial outs in relief of
Morton. Closer Roberto Osuna recorded his sixth save
with Houston (15th overall) despite allowing an RBI sin-
gle to Andrew Benintendi.

ATHLETICS 8, RANGERS 6
Matt Olson hit Chris Martin’s second pitch of the

eighth inning for a tiebreaking home run, lifting
Oakland past visiting Texas. The win allowed the A’s
(86-57) to keep pace with Houston (89-53) atop the
American League West, 3 1/2 games back. After Adrian
Beltre’s second home run of the day for the Rangers, a

two-run shot, tied the score at 6-6 in the top of the
eighth, Olson wasted no time putting Oakland back on
top for good with his 25th homer of the season.

YANKEES 4, MARINERS 2
Austin Romine hit a tiebreaking home run in the sev-

enth inning as New York defeated host Seattle. Andrew
McCutchen also homered for New York, which is 5-0
against the Mariners this year and will go for the sea-
son sweep Sunday afternoon. The Mariners threatened
in the bottom of the ninth against Dellin Betances.
Mitch Haniger led off with a double. An out later,
Robinson Cano was hit in the left foot by a pitch, forc-
ing him from the game. Betances then walked Nelson
Cruz to load the bases. But Betances struck out
Denard Span and Kyle Seager to earn his third save of
the season.

INDIANS 9, BLUE JAYS 8
Roberto Perez homered, doubled and had four RBIs

in a seven-run fifth inning as visiting Cleveland held on
to defeat Toronto. Michael Brantley hit a two-run
homer for the Indians. Randal Grichuk hit two solo
homers for the Blue Jays. Rowdy Tellez added his first
career homer, giving him seven extra-base hits in his
first four major league games, and also singled.

ANGELS 12, WHITE SOX 3
Mike Trout hit two home runs and had five RBIs in

his second career five-hit game, and Los Angeles won
in a rout at Chicago. Trout hit a two-run homer in the
first inning and hit a three-run shot in the third to start
his 5-for-5 game. Shohei Ohtani added a three-run
triple for the Angels, who have won three in a row. The

White Sox have dropped four straight.

RAYS 10, ORIOLES 5
Matt Duffy had two hits and two RBIs to lead Tampa

Bay in a rout of visiting Baltimore. The Rays (77-64)
stayed eight games behind Oakland for the second
wild-card spot, also trailing Seattle. Meanwhile, the
Orioles fell to 60 games under .500 at 41-101. The Rays
jumped on the Orioles early, scoring four runs in the
first and another in the second.

PIRATES 5, MARLINS 1
Ivan Nova pitched six scoreless innings, and Josh

Bell homered for the second straight day to help
Pittsburgh win its fifth straight game at visiting Miami’s
expense. Nova (8-9) had not pitched since Aug. 28 as
he was granted a leave to attend to a personal matter in
his native Dominican Republic. He showed no rust,
allowing three hits, walking one and tying a season high
with nine strikeouts. Marlins starter Wei-Yin Chen (6-
10) gave up three runs and five hits in four innings, with
six strikeouts and two walks.

REDS 7, PADRES 2 (7 INNINGS)
Joey Votto capped a seven-run second inning with

Cincinnati’s second grand slam in as many games, lead-
ing the hosts to a rain-shortened victory over San
Diego. The umpiring crew halted the game with one out
in the top of the seventh due to unplayable conditions
after an infield single by the Padres’ Jose Pirela. Right-
hander Matt Harvey (7-8) gave up two runs-on a
fourth-inning homer by Eric Hosmer-on four hits and
three walks with 10 strikeouts over six innings to get
the win. — Reuters

MINNEAPOLIS:  Ryan O’Hearn #66 of the Kansas City Royals makes the out on Jorge Polanco #11 of the
Minnesota Twins in the eighth inning at Target Field on Saturday in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Kansas City
Royals defeated the Minnesota Twins 4-1. — AFP

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: Powered by a new specification
of Esso Synergy race fuel, Max Verstappen produced a
spectacular drive to clinch a brilliant podium at Spa. Fresh
from a summer break, the Formula One fraternity went
back to work at the stunning Spa-Francorchamps circuit,
nestled in the Ardennes Forest, for the iconic Belgian
Grand Prix.

Verstappen started the weekend strongly, ending the
opening practice session second fastest over all. As the
weekend progressed, Aston Martin Red Bull Racing
emerged as the third strongest team.

Both Verstappen and Ricciardo were on course to lock-
out the third row in qualifying, but their track timing didn’t
quite work out when the rain came in the final part of qual-
ifying and ended up seventh and eighth respectively.

Verstappen bolted away at the start, passing both Kimi
Raikkonen and Romain Grosjean to run fifth. He then
pulled off a brilliant move on Esteban Ocon before picking
off Sergio Perez to take third.

From there he showed supreme pace, in front of thou-
sands of Dutch fans dressed in orange who made the trip
over to Belgium to support their leading driver, to com-
fortably hold on to the final podium spot, as Sebastian
Vettel won.

It was a more frustrating weekend for Ricciardo, with
the ‘Honey Badger’ involved in a collision at the start that
damaged his front wing. Though the team got him back
out, he was ultimately forced to retire.

Verstappen’s third was his first podium since Austria,
where he clinched his only win of the season so far, and
helped him move above Ricciardo in the drivers’ standings.
Ahead of the race weekend, ExxonMobil Global
Motorsports Technology Manager, David Tsurusaki, spoke
to global media outlets about the latest Esso Synergy race
fuel update, working with Renault and the upcoming Red
Bull-Honda partnership.

Meanwhile, ExxonMobil Motorsport Technical Advisor
Dario Izzo carried out a series of interviews and Esso
Synergy race fuel and Mobil 1 oil sample tests in the
Trackside Lab across the weekend with top-tier Dutch
and Belgian media. Formula One now heads to Italy.
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Max Verstappen celebrates victory in Austria 


