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AT SEA: A boat carrying migrants is stranded in the Strait of Gibraltar before being rescued by the Spanish Guardia Civil and the Salvamento Maritimo sea search and rescue agency yesterday. While the over-
all number of migrants reaching Europe by sea is down from a peak in 2015, Spain has seen a steady increase in arrivals this year and has overtaken Italy as the preferred destination for people desperate to
reach the continent. Over 33,000 migrants have arrived in Spain by sea and land so far this year, and 329 have died in the attempt, according to the International Organization for Migration. — AFP 

Trump axes $25 
million in aid for...
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That move was a reversal of longtime US policy and led
Palestinian leadership to boycott the Washington peace
efforts led by Jared Kushner, Trump’s senior adviser and
son-in-law. Last month, the Trump administration said it
would redirect $200 million in Palestinian economic sup-
port funds for programs in the West Bank and Gaza amid a

deteriorating relationship with the Palestinian leadership.
And at the end of August, the Trump administration halt-

ed all funding to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), a decision that
further heightened tensions with the Palestinian leadership.
Palestinian refugees have reacted with dismay to the fund-
ing halts, warning that it would lead to more poverty, anger
and instability in the Middle East. 

A statement from the Palestinian Foreign Ministry said
the latest aid cut was part of a US attempt “to liquidate the
Palestinian cause” and said it would threaten the lives of
thousands of Palestinians and the livelihoods of thousands
of hospital employees. — Reuters

Khamenei urges 
Iran’s military to...
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“In the scientific field, today we have reached a stage
where we can export the technology to produce solid
rocket fuel,” said Brigadier General Majid Bokaei, direc-
tor-general of Iran’s main defense university, quoted by
IRNA. Iran said earlier this month it planned to boost its
ballistic and cruise missile capacity and acquire modern
fighter planes and submarines to boost its defense capa-
bilities. On Saturday Iran dismissed a French call for nego-
tiations on Tehran’s future nuclear plans, its ballistic missile
arsenal and its role in wars in Syria and Yemen, following
the US pullout from Iran’s 2015 nuclear agreement. 

Iran executes three 
In another development, Iran executed three Iranian

Kurdish men accused of belonging to a militant group and
taking part in attacks against civilians and security forces
in the Kurdish region of western Iran, the judiciary’s news

service reported on Saturday. The executions took place
despite a call on Friday for them to be halted by two UN
human rights special rapporteurs, Javaid Rehman and
Agnes Callamard, who said in a statement that the men
had not been given a fair trial.

Amnesty International said the accused men had been
denied access to their lawyers after being arrested and
had said they were tortured into making confessions. “We
are horrified by the news that the Iranian authorities have
executed these men, despite widespread condemnation of
their death sentences and calls from UN human rights
experts and other bodies to halt their executions,” Philip
Luther, Amnesty International’s research and advocacy
director for the Middle East and North Africa, said in a
statement on Saturday. The judiciary’s Mizan news service
said Loqman Moradi and Zanyar Moradi were accused of
carrying out an attack in the western town of Marivan in
July 2009 that killed three people, including the son of a
prominent cleric. Ramin Hossein Panahi was accused of
participating in an assault targeting security forces in the
town of Sanandaj in June 2017. Iran has one of the world’s
highest execution rates. According to Amnesty
International, 51 percent of all recorded executions in
2017 were carried out in Iran. — Agencies 

Kuwait ranks ‘worst 
for expats’; Bahrain...
Continued from Page 1

In all the Gulf States, finances were among the most
important factors to move there. Kuwait performed
better under these categories (coming in 50th). UAE
ranked worst in the Gulf in the Personal Finance Index
with many claiming their basic salary insufficient to
sustain daily living. The gap between the better per-
forming countries and the region’s poorest performers
remains large.

There is clear dissatisfaction among expats in the
Gulf States regarding their working life, though. Qatar
(35th), Oman (39th), and the UAE (46th) all perform
below average, with Kuwait and Saudi Arabia once
more at the back of the pack in 64th and 66th place,
respectively. Over a third of respondents in Saudi Arabia
(35%) are dissatisfied with their jobs while Kuwait
(46%) also falls below the global average of 65%.

This year’s poll introduced a new Digital Life sub-

category and the results among the Gulf countries vary
even further here. Qatar and UAE are the most digitally
connected countries in the region with Kuwait faring
poorly for availability of administrative/government
services online. Kuwait has the lowest availability of
such services out of the GCC States, with 48% nega-
tive ratings. 

Bahrain was ranked among the top countries for the
second year running. Many respondents of the tiny Gulf
nation gave their working hours, job security and over-
all job satisfaction the best possible rating. Bahrain has
also maintained or improved its ranking across all other
subcategories.

Safety & Security is undoubtedly the Gulf States’
strongest subcategory. The UAE (9th) and Oman (10th)
both rank in the top 10 with an impressive 61% of
expats in Oman give the political stability the best pos-
sible rating, while an almost unrivaled 94% of respon-
dents attest to the peacefulness of the country. These
results stand out against the respective global averages
of 30% and 78%. Similarly to Oman, expats in the UAE
rate the political stability very highly (10th), but the
UAE stands out particularly for personal safety, with
97% of expats feeling safe.

‘I am not a cheat’, 
Serena accuses...
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“One thing I love about tennis is being out there. It’s the one
time I don’t want to hear anyone tell me anything. You have to
figure out. You have to problem-solve.” Williams said that her
coach Patrick Mouratoglou had not been coaching her even
though the Frenchman told ESPN that he had and that all
coaches do it. “I just texted Patrick, like, What is he talking
about? Because we don’t have signals. We have never dis-
cussed signals,” said Williams. Williams said the incident
strengthened her belief that women players are treated differ-
ently to their male counterparts in the sport.

“I’ve seen other men call other umpires several things.
I’m here fighting for women’s rights and for women’s equal-
ity,” she claimed. “For me to say ‘thief’ and for him to take a
game, it made me feel like it was a sexist remark. “He’s nev-

er taken a game from a man because they said ‘thief’. For
me it blows my mind. But I’m going to continue to fight for
women.” Williams made reference to the incident last week
when French player Alize Cornet was warned for removing
her shirt on court during a heatwave. Cornet was accused
of “unsportsmanlike behavior” before tournament chiefs
apologized, admitting the umpire made the wrong decision.

A strong woman
“Cornet should be able to take off her shirt without get-

ting a fine. This is outrageous,” said Williams warming to her
theme. “I just feel like the fact that I have to go through this
is just an example for the next person that has emotions, and
that want to express themselves, and want to be a strong
woman. “They’re going to be allowed to do that because of
today. Maybe it didn’t work out for me, but it’s going to work
out for the next person.” Williams left the media interview
room to applause. Meanwhile, Mouratoglou took to Twitter
to also take aim at Ramos. “The star of the show has been
once again the chair umpire,” he wrote. “Should they be
allowed have an influence on the result of a match? When do
we decide that this should never happen again?”— AFP 

MP Ashour 
threatens to grill ...
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In the meantime, the National Assembly Human Rights
Panel formed a two-member team comprising MPs
Mohammad Hayef and Thamer Al-Suwait to follow up
with the death of two cadets at the military academy. A
member of the panel MP Adel Al-Damkhi said the com-

mittee discussed during its meeting a complaint filed by
the father of one of the deceased cadets and the issue
will be investigated from a humanitarian point of view.

Opposition MP Abdullah Fahhad yesterday strongly
criticized Minister of Public Works Hussam Al-Roumi for
allegedly trying to cancel major contracts illegally thus
opening the way for contractors to demand massive
compensations. The lawmaker claimed that if the minister
is allowed to cancel the contracts, it will cost state cof-
fers around KD 100 million, adding that the cancellation
will delay a number of vital projects in various parts of
the country.

Iran confirms 
deadly strikes 
in north Iraq
TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolutionary Guards confirmed yes-
terday they had launched deadly missile strikes against
Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq the previous day. “The
terrorists’ headquarters... was successfully struck by
seven surface-to-surface rockets on Saturday by the
missile department of the Guards’ aerospace force,” it
said on its Sepah News website. The statement added
that their drone division was also involved.

At least 11 members of the Kurdistan Democratic
Party of Iran (KDPI), which is blacklisted as a “terrorist”
group by Tehran, were killed in the rare cross-border
attack, a medical official told AFP on Saturday. Iranian
state television showed images of the missiles being
launched and drone footage of the impact. “The punish-
ment of transgressors was planned following the recent
months’ wicked acts by terrorists from the Kurdistan

realm against the Islamic republic’s borders,” the Guards’
statement said. It cited incursions by numerous “terrorist
teams” into Iran’s West Azarbaijan, Kurdistan and
Kermanshah provinces bordering Iraq. The KDPI had
recently clashed with Revolutionary Guards forces in the
towns of Marivan and Kamyaran in Iran’s own Kurdistan
region, the statement added. The Kurdish group was
holding a meeting at the time of the missile strikes, and
the party’s secretary general and his predecessor were
injured, according to one of its officials. The headquar-
ters is in Koysinjaq, around 60 kilometers (35 miles) east
of Arbil, capital of Iraq’s autonomous Kurdish region.

Iraq’s foreign ministry denounced the Iranian missile
strike. “Iraq protects the security of its neighbors and
does not allow its territory to be used to threaten these
countries,” spokesman Ahmed Mahjoub said in a state-
ment. “But it categorically refuses the violation of its
territorial sovereignty by strikes against certain targets
on its territory with previous coordination,” he added.
Eleven KDPI members were killed and 30 wounded,
according to Kamran Abbas, director of Koysinjaq’s
hospital. The KDPI is Iran’s oldest Kurdish movement
and has seen several of its leaders assassinated by
Tehran in the past. — AFP 

Their eyes on 2020, 
3 Democrats make 
a mark in US Senate 
WASHINGTON: The much-anticipated and nationally
televised Senate confirmation hearing for Donald
Trump’s latest Supreme Court nominee provided a gold-
en opportunity for three Democrats touted as 2020
presidential prospects to make their mark. All three made
the most of it. The confirmation hearing for Judge Brett
Kavanaugh had scarcely begun when Senator Kamala
Harris jumped in with a point of order. 

The daughter of a cancer researcher from India and a
Jamaican economics professor, Harris coolly interrupted
the Senate Judiciary Committee’s Republican chairman-a
man 31 years her senior-to complain that thousands of
pages of Kavanaugh’s record had been provided to
Democrats only hours before the hearing. 

Her Democratic colleagues then quickly joined in,
turning what normally might have been a sedate and rel-

atively civil hearing into a running and at times fiery par-
tisan skirmish. And that was only the first of three days of
high-voltage hearings that allowed Harris and ambitious
fellow senators Cory Booker and Amy Klobuchar to
position themselves as fervent defenders of American-
and Democratic Party-values. Whether their outpouring
of energy changed anything is less clear. 

The Senate’s Republican majority is thought to offer a
clear path for Kavanaugh’s confirmation to the high
court, where he is expected to provide a decisive con-
servative vote on explosive issues like abortion and
same-sex marriage. “It is all about the 2020 Democrat
presidential primary,” John Cornyn, the No. 2 Republican
in the Senate, groused on Twitter. The three senators
have yet to express official interest in running for the
presidency. But their words and actions during the hear-
ing were revealing.

There are only three African Americans in the 100-
seat US Senate, but two of them-Booker, 49, of New
Jersey, and Harris, 53, of California-managed to place
themselves squarely in the spotlight during the
Kavanaugh hearings. As junior members of the Judiciary
Committee, they had to wait hours before being able to
question Kavanaugh on Wednesday. — AFP


