
Libya uneasy truce
may not last long 

Residents of Tripoli emerging from their homes to
take advantage of a ceasefire between armed
groups noticed one thing straight away. The mili-

tias had not withdrawn their heavy weapons from
strategic locations in the Libyan capital. A truce bro-
kered by the United Nations on Tuesday after a week
of violence between local fighters has largely been
observed. The clashes, which left dozens dead, pitted
four big armed groups in Tripoli against rivals from oth-
er towns. The fighters had joined forces in 2011 to top-
ple Muammar Gaddafi but since then they have refused
to disarm, using their guns to compete for access to
public funds.

But even as the ceasefire began, residents and diplo-
mats braced themselves for more violence. The factions
withdrew their pickup trucks mounted with anti-air-
craft guns and dismantled checkpoints. But they kept
their heavy weapons at key positions such as Matiga
airport, government ministries and some of the city’s
main streets. “It’s good that there is no fighting now but
the two sides are still in their positions,” said a fright-
ened resident who gave his name only as Mohamed. “I
am afraid clashes will erupt any time.”

The armed groups have vowed to resume hostilities
if talks to be hosted by UN Special Envoy Ghassan
Salame do not result in a lasting settlement. “We are
committed to the ceasefire as long it has not been
breached by the other side,” said Ahmad Ben Salim,
spokesman for the Special Deterrence Force, one of the
biggest Tripoli units. “Our force is still in its position ...
and we are waiting for what will emerge with the
ceasefire.” The force’s main opponent, known as the 7th
Brigade, also confirmed to Reuters it would stay in its
positions.

Speech
In a blunt speech at the UN Security Council on

Wednesday, Salame said groups that violate the cease-
fire must be held to account and the time for impunity
was over. Salame has been trying for a year to pave the
way for national elections. But he gave no details of
what he planned to do if the truce was broken. “It was
encouraging that he overtly states that impunity must
end,” said Tarek Megerisi, a visiting fellow at the
European Council on Foreign Relations.

“However, as always the implementation details are
absent,” Megerisi said. “How will the monitoring and
punitive measures he mentions work in practice?” A
Western diplomat added: “Salame needs to do some-
thing bold now but it’s not clear what he could do. If
nothing happens it will be a break for the militias to

recharge their batteries.” With no national army or for-
eign peacekeepers in place, the only short-term fix
would be to allow some of the groups from outside
Tripoli to pay their fighters from public funds.

Turning young men with guns into civil servants has
been the main policy goal since 2011, but it has not suc-
ceeded. As the armed groups became greedier, and
emptying state coffers to pay them off left little money
to fix dilapidated hospitals and other infrastructure,
frustrated youths were driven to join the militias.
Militias have meanwhile been looking for new sources
of funds. Diplomats said fighters providing security for
ministries are forcing officials to provide letters of
credit intended for imports. These are used to obtain
foreign currency which can be changed on the black
market at a favorable rate.

Powers
After the fall of Gaddafi, Western powers tried to

train a Libyan army. But that plan ended in 2014 when
the country split into rival administrations in west and
east. The powers have since switched tactics, allowing
the UN-backed administration in Tripoli to legitimate
“super militias”, giving them state funds and titles for
the sake of stability. Salame is now expected to negoti-
ate a broader power sharing agreement under which

more fighters will be brought in with the aim of secur-
ing Tripoli.

However, diplomats fear that General Khalifa Haftar,
who has conquered much of the east with his Libyan
National Army faction and is said to be planning to run
for president, may intervene in Tripoli. “The liberation of
Tripoli in accordance with a military plan is an inevitable
choice,” Haftar said on Thursday. “The crisis in Tripoli
must end as soon as possible and we cannot be silent in
the current situation.” Haftar has long contemplated
extending his influence in the west of Libya by linking
up with local groups there. Since the outbreak of fight-
ing in Tripoli, pro-Haftar TV channels have supported
the 7th Brigade, which comes from Tarhouna, south of
Tripoli.  But the Tarhouna forces cooperate with an
Islamist commander, Salah Badi, an opponent of the
general. Haftar meanwhile has built a reputation for
fighting people he calls “Islamist terrorists”. Such fragile
alliances show how difficult it will be for Salame, the
sixth UN Libya envoy since 2011, to build on the cease-
fire. Those who have met him recently say he has been
frustrated by lack of progress since unveiling a peace
plan a year ago that would entail a new constitution and
a national government. If Salame succeeds it will be a
“coup” for him, a diplomat said, but if not, his standing
in Libya will be damaged. — Reuters

Sweat, friends,
bagels: The making
of Osaka

In an age of robotic press conferences where play-
ers are staying focused and taking it one match at a
time, Naomi Osaka breezes in, confesses to being

fond of sweating, eating 500 bagels a day and having
only one friend. It’s all peppered with liberal doses of
‘likes’, ‘you knows’ and ‘stuff’. And it made her the
breakout star of the 2018 US Open where on Saturday
she became first Japanese to win a Grand Slam title
with a 6-2, 6-4 win over childhood idol Serena
Williams in a controversial final. 

“It was always my dream to play Serena in the US
Open finals,” she said before turning to the American
on the trophy podium. “I’m really grateful I was able to
play with you, thank you.” Osaka wasn’t even two
years old when Williams won the first of her six US
Opens in 1999. Born on October 16, 1997 in-appropri-
ately-Osaka, Japan, she was still a year away from
moving to the United States on a permanent basis.

Her Haitian father Leonard met and married her
mother Tamaki having decamped to Japan from New

York where he had studied. Now based in Boca
Raton, Florida, Osaka has dual Japanese-American
citizenship. It’s a status that could help explain what
her coach Sascha Bajin describes as her innocence.
When Osaka performs media duties with her own
national press, she takes questions in Japanese but
replies in English, apologizing for not knowing the
appropriate word when she does resort to her mother
tongue. Despite that she is careful not to be seen as
disrespectful.

‘Super-awesome’ Japan
“When you go to Japan, everything is totally awe-

some and you’re having the time of your life,” she
says. “Every day you go out and you eat good food
and stuff.  “When I go to Japan, I don’t feel like I’m at
home. I feel like it’s a super-awesome extended vaca-
tion that I don’t want to leave.” Despite being a rela-
tive rookie on tour, Osaka has developed into a big-
stage player. Standing an impressive 1.80m (5ft 11in),
she made her Grand Slam debut at the 2016 Australian
Open, coming through qualifying to make the third
round where it  took former champion Victoria
Azarenka to stop her.

Current number one Simona Halep halted her
progress at the French Open in the third round that
year while at the US Open, she gave up a 5-1 lead in
the final set to lose to Madison Keys, the player she
beat to make Saturday’s final. Before this year’s trip to

New York, she registered her best Slam run at the
Australian Open in January where she made the last 16
and where Halep again proved her downfall. So, it
wasn’t a surprise when her first WTA title came at one
of the non-Slam’s grandest stages, the prestigious
Indian Wells event.

Out in the southern Californian desert, she knocked
out Maria Sharapova in the first round, Halep in the
semi-finals before lifting the title with victory over
Daria Kasatkina. In seven matches, she dropped only
one set. The following week, she defeated Williams in
her opening match in Miami. Like Williams, Osaka has
enjoyed a sibling rivalry although nowhere near as
intense and barrier-breaking as Serena and her sister
Venus. Big sister Mari Osaka is also a professional
who this week was playing on the second-tier circuit
in Switzerland, losing in the quarter-finals of a
$60,000 event.

Victory on Saturday earned Naomi $3,800,000 but
she remembers the days when her older sister was the
best player in the Osaka household. “When I was prac-
ticing with my dad, if my sister wasn’t there, I don’t
think I would have made it,” she said. “She beat me 6-
0 until I was 15, and then I don’t know what happened
but one day I beat her 6-2. I’m not sure if you call that
a rivalry if someone beats you every day 6-0 for 15
years.” After Saturday, there will be no more argu-
ments in the Osaka household as a new star was born
on the WTA circuit. — AFP 

Monday, September 10, 2018

10
A n a l y s i s

Established 1961 

With US President Donald Trump gearing
up to impose tariffs on $200 billion in
Chinese goods and Beijing certain to

retaliate against any measures, the world’s two
biggest economies are locked in an escalating trade
war, with no resolution in sight. The United States
is negotiating with Canada this week to try and
finalize a deal to modernize the North American
Free Trade Agreement, an outcome some in the
White House say will allow Washington to turn up
the heat on Beijing.

“The hope is that this (NAFTA) puts a lot of pres-
sure on the Chinas of the world to help us negotiate
better reciprocal trade deals,” Kevin Hassett, chair of
the White House Council of Economic Advisers, told
Reuters. The world’s two largest economies have
already applied tariffs to $50 billion of each other’s
goods. Talks aimed at easing tensions ended last
month without major breakthroughs, and
Washington appears emboldened by a sell-off in
Chinese markets and a weakening economy.

China is planning two choreographed celebra-
tions of free trade - a major import fair in
November and the 40th anniversary in late
December of its move toward market reforms.
However, Chinese government advisors are tamping
down expectations either occasion will yield meas-
ures that could defuse tensions. “China seems
unable or unwilling to announce major liberaliza-
tions that could be termed ‘confidence building
measures’ or ‘down payments’ on expected near-
term reforms,” Craig Allen, president of the
Washington-based US-China Business Council, said
in a letter to members over the weekend.

“We know that the President has received reports
that the Chinese economy is struggling - reports that
we believe are overstated - and thus he may believe
that additional pressure might be effective in the
short-term,” Allen said. Washington is demanding
Beijing improve market access and intellectual prop-
erty protections for US companies, cut industrial
subsidies and slash a $375 billion trade gap. The
Trump administration is ready to move ahead with a
next round of tariffs after a public comment period
ends at midnight in Washington on Thursday, but the
timing is uncertain, people familiar with the adminis-
tration’s plans told Reuters.

The new duties will start to hit consumer prod-
ucts directly, including furniture, lighting products,
tires, bicycles and car seats for babies. Trump said
he was not prepared to make a deal with China “that
they’d like to make.” “We’ll continue to talk to
China,” he said at the White House on Wednesday.
“But right now we just can’t make that deal. In the
meantime, we’re taking in billions of dollars of taxes
coming in from China, with the potential of billions
and billions of dollars more taxes coming in.”

Given the smaller amount of goods China imports
from the United States on which it could slap duties,
Beijing has vowed to hit back with unspecified
“qualitative” and “quantitative” measures, actions
perceived within the US business community as
likely to be increased customs and regulatory
scrutiny. Beijing appears to be bracing for a long
fight. Official Chinese media is asserting that
Trump’s trade war is aimed at containing China’s
rise, a perception solidifying Beijing’s resolve not to
buckle under US demands.

In light of such a US agenda, China should “main-
tain strategic determination” and “take care of our
own matters”, Long Guoqiang, vice president of the
State Council’s Development Research Center, wrote
in the People’s Daily. “The Soviet Union was pulled
into an arms race in the Cold War. Japan’s economy
became a bubble in a trade war. These profound les-
sons are close at hand,” Long said. While US busi-
nesses in China do not yet appear to face wide-
spread retaliation, some company officials have told
Reuters they are bracing for blowback. Some are
shifting supply chains to avoid tariffs.

Waiting game?
Wu Baiyi, Director of the Institute of American

Studies at the state-run China Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS), downplayed any impact of a new
NAFTA deal on US-China negotiations, saying
Trump wants to push structural reform on China, not
simply divert the flow of goods in bilateral trade.
“We have the patience to wait and we also have the
flexibility to open talks any time.” He said
November’s import fair, one of President Xi Jinping’s
key diplomatic events of the year, had long been
planned to coincide with his “Belt and Road” global
infrastructure plan, and to help transition China’s
economy more toward domestic consumption.
Instead of any grand gestures that would placate
Washington but present domestic challenges for
quick implementation, Wu said he expects Xi to
reaffirm “that he has no intention to reverse” on
China’s path of reform and opening. — Reuters
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Both sides dig in as 
next round of China 
US and tariffs looms 

AYN ZARAH, Libya: Photo shows a hole in the ceiling of a house that was hit by a rocket in the southern sub-
urb of Ayn Zarah on the outskirts of the Libyan capital Tripoli. — AFP 


