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No ICBMs, North Korea military 
parade features floats, flowers

70th anniversary parade without long-range missiles 
PYONGYANG: Thousands of North Korean troops fol-
lowed by artillery and tanks paraded through Pyongyang
yesterday as the nuclear-armed country celebrated its
70th birthday, but it refrained from displaying the inter-
continental ballistic missiles that have seen it hit with sanc-
tions. Instead leader Kim Jong Un showed off his friend-
ship with China, raising the hand of President Xi Jinping’s
envoy as they saluted the crowd together afterwards.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), as
the North is officially known, was proclaimed on
September 9, 1948, three
years after Moscow and
Washington divided the
peninsula between them in
the closing days of the
Second World War. Such
set-piece dates are a main-
stay of the North’s political
calendar, and have for
years been opportunities to
demonstrate progress in its
quest for a missile capable
of delivering a nuclear war-
head to the United States.

But too militaristic a display this time might have risked
upsetting the recent diplomatic dalliance on the peninsula,
after Kim’s Singapore meeting with US President Donald
Trump in June and his third summit with the South’s
President Moon Jae-in due in Pyongyang later this month.
After a 21-gun salute, dozens of infantry units marched
through Kim Il Sung Square, some in night-vision goggles
or wielding rocket-propelled grenade launchers, as the
current leader — the founder’s grandson — looked on
from a rostrum.

Li Zhanshu, one of the seven members of the Chinese
Communist party’s Politburo Standing Committee, the
country’s most powerful body, sat next to him, the two of
them occasionally exchanging comments. Armored per-
sonnel carriers, multiple rocket launchers and tanks fol-
lowed, with biplanes flying overhead in a ‘70’ formation. 

At one point jets trailing red, white and blue smoke —
the colours of the North Korean flag — roared above the

Juche Tower, the stone monument to Kim Il Sung’s political
philosophy. Finally came the missiles, the traditional climax
of the parades. But the only ones on show were short-
range battlefield devices, the Kumsong-3 anti-ship cruise
missile, and the Pongae-5 surface-to-air weapon. There
was no sign of the Hwasong-14 and -15 rockets that can
reach the mainland United States and changed the strate-
gic balance when they were first tested last year.

“It looks like the North Koreans really tried to tone
down the military nature of this,” said Chad O’Carroll,

managing director of Korea Risk
Group. Any display of longer-range
missiles would have cast doubt on
North Korea’s commitment to denu-
clearisation, he added.

‘Long live! 
Pyongyang has not publicly stated

a willingness to give up the weapons
it has spent decades developing at
huge political and financial cost, but
it has been on a diplomatic charm
offensive for months. In April, Kim
declared that the North’s nuclear

program had been successfully completed and “socialist
economic construction” was the new strategic priority.

In a speech yesterday, ceremonial president Kim Yong
Nam lauded the country and its army as “the strongest in
the world”, but did not mention nuclear weapons. And
immediately after the parade thousands of citizens rallied
through the square, alongside floats displaying economic
themes and calls for Korean reunification — the peninsula
has remained split since the 1950-53 Korean War ended in
an armistice rather than a peace treaty. Thousands of
accompanying citizens waved bouquets and flags, chanting
“Long live” to the leader.

Honored guest 
Diplomatic invitations for the anniversary went out

around the world, but the only head of state who attended
was Mauritanian president Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz —
although AFP spotted French actor Gerard Depardieu

seated in a section below the main tribune. Afterwards Kim
and Li saluted the cheering crowd, the North Korean rais-
ing his guest’s hand into the air.

Beijing is its neighbor’s key diplomatic protector and
trade partner, and after years in the deep freeze over the
North’s weapons ambitions ties have warmed rapidly this
year, with Kim visiting China three times to meet President
Xi Jinping. Speculation that Xi might reciprocate for the
anniversary did not come to pass — Hu Jintao remains the
last Chinese president to visit in 2005 — but O’Carroll
said Pyongyang appeared to want to promote its friend-
ship with Beijing. “China is still a very important player and
its presence here with such a high level delegation is intend-

ed in some way to remind the US of that,” he said.
Washington is seeking the “final, fully verified denuclearisa-
tion of North Korea”, while Pyongyang has only publicly
affirmed its commitment to working towards the denucleari-
sation of the Korean peninsula, a euphemism open to inter-
pretation on both sides.

The process has become bogged down in recent
weeks, with the North demanding a formal declaration that
the Korean War is over, and the South’s Moon caught
between his neighbor and his ally. “Apparently Kim Jong
Un thought that now was not time to unnecessarily pro-
voke Trump,” said Kim Yong-hyun, professor of North
Korean studies at Dongguk University in Seoul. — AFP
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KABUL:  A suicide bomber on a motor-
bike blew himself up near a convoy of
gunmen commemorating the death
anniversary of a famed resistance leader
in Kabul yesterday, killing at least three
people, officials said. There was no
immediate claim of responsibility for the
latest deadly attack in the Afghan capi-
tal that comes days after a double
bombing at a wrestling club killed at
least 26 people. 

Kabul police spokesman Hashmat
Stanikzai said at least three people were
killed and 14 wounded in the explosion
that shattered windows and shook near-
by buildings in the Afghan capital.
Among the dead was the driver of a car
taking part in the commemorations. He
veered off the road and into the front of a
shop when the blast happened, witnesses
told AFP. Two of his passengers were
wounded, they said. 

Health ministry spokesman Waheed
Majroh said two people had been killed
and 10 wounded in the blast. Afghan

officials often give conflicting figures for
the number of casualties in the immedi-
ate aftermath of an attack. Afghan secu-
rity forces said earlier they had shot
dead a man who had been planning to
blow himself up near supporters of
Ahmad Shah Massoud. The Tajik com-
mander led resistance to the Soviet
occupation in the 1980s and to the
1996-2001 Taleban regime. 

The attack came as convoys of gun-
wielding men terrorized Kabul as they
commemorated the 17th anniversary of
Massoud’s death. Massoud was killed
two days before the 9/11 attacks in New
York and Washington that precipitated
the US-led invasion of Afghanistan.
Dozens of cars and pickups carrying men
armed with heavy weapons and waving
flags drove around the city, blaring loud
sirens. AFP journalists could hear fre-
quent bursts of gunfire.

At least 13 people were wounded by
falling bullets, Majroh told journalists. On
the other side of the country, Taleban
fighters attacked a checkpoint in Obe
district in Herat province, killing nine
members of the security forces, provin-
cial governor spokesman Jailani Farhad
said. Five others were wounded in the
overnight attack that ended when gov-
ernment-backed reinforcements were
sent to the scene, Farhad said, adding
that 15 insurgents were killed. — AFP

Three killed in 
attack on Kabul 
commemorations

PYONGYANG: Korean People’s Army (KPA) soldiers salute as they ride tanks during a military parade and mass rally on
Kim Il Sung square.  — AFP 

Japan PM visits 
quake-hit
Hokkaido as 
toll rises to 42
TOKYO:  Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe visited the quake-hit northern region of
Hokkaido yesterday as officials confirmed
more deaths, bringing the toll to 42. Abe
toured the city and commercial hub of
Sapporo, where Thursday’s 6.6-magnitude
jolt has left houses tilted and roads cracked.
He also visited hard-hit Atsuma, a small rural
town which has seen most of the deaths
caused by the quake.

A cluster of dwellings in the town were
wrecked when a hillside collapsed from the
force of the quake, creating deep brown scars
in the landscape. After visiting local political
leaders and residents at shelters, Abe quickly
returned to Tokyo to hold a cabinet meeting
where he said the government will release
540 million yen ($4.9 million) from a reserve
fund for the disaster.

“We must create a framework in which
the affected municipalities can... take emer-
gency measures and rebuild themselves,”
Abe said during the cabinet meeting. Abe
also reported that the death toll rose to 42,

according to local media including national
broadcaster NHK and Ji j i  Press. Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga separate-
ly told local media that one person remained
missing, Jiji Press said.

The Hokkaido government however said
the death toll stood at 39 as of Sunday

evening, with one person unaccounted for.
Abe visited the area as search-and-rescue
operations continue around the clock to pull
more bodies. “There is on-and-off rain at
Atsuma. The work is continuing to look for the
missing persons,” a regional disaster manage-
ment official told AFP. — AFP

ATSUMA: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (2nd L) visits the devastated city of
Astuma yesterday, after a 6.6-magnitude earthquake hit the northern Japanese island of
Hokkaido. — AFP 


