
Syrian and Russian 
forces pound Idlib
BEIRUT: Regime and Russian air raids pounded Syria’s
last major rebel bastion of Idlib yesterday after an
overnight lull, killing at least one child, a monitor said. It
was the second day of bombardment on the jihadist and
rebel-held province and adjacent areas, after key
powerbrokers in Tehran failed to reach a deal to avert a
government assault.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-
based monitoring group, said heavy attacks resumed
on the northwestern region near the Turkish border
around midday yesterday. “Regime helicopters
dropped more than 60 barrel bombs on the village of
Hobait in Idlib’s southern countryside, killing at least
one young girl” and wounding six other people,
Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said.

In the neighboring province of Hama, Russian jets
carried out more than ten strikes on rebel positions in
the village of Al-Latamneh, he said. The raids wounded
five rebels and knocked the village’s underground hos-
pital out of action, just a day after strikes damaged a
similar health facility in Idlib’s southern town of Hass.
Some of the heaviest bombardment in weeks hit Idlib
and nearby areas on Saturday, killing at least nine civil-
ians before coming to a halt by the evening, the
Observatory said.

More than half of Idlib is held by Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS), an alliance led by Syria’s former Al-Qaeda
affiliate, while most of the rest is held by rival rebels.
The regime controls a southeastern chunk. HTS and
rebels are also present in adjacent areas of the neigh-

boring provinces of Aleppo, Hama and Latakia.
Hundreds of families have fled Idlib’s southeastern
areas since Saturday, when Russian and regime strikes
on the region were the most violent in a month, the
Observatory said.  Idlib’s health chief Munzer Al-Khalil
said Saturday he feared “the most catastrophic crisis”
in Syria’s seven-year war. He said he had travelled to

Geneva to urge diplomats and UN officials to help pre-
vent a “catastrophe”. The United Nations has warned
that any military campaign in Idlib could push up to
800,000 people to flee their homes. The leaders of
regime allies Russia and Iran met with the president of
rebel backer Turkey in Tehran on Friday, but failed to
reach an agreement to avoid a military assault. — AFP
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NEW YORK: Serena Williams of the US argues with chair umpire Carlos Ramos while playing
against Naomi Osaka of Japan during their 2018 US Open women’s singles final match on
September 8, 2018 in New York. — AFP (See Page 28) 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Saleh Ashour warned yesterday that he will
file to grill Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-
Sabeeh if she does not answer questions on dissolving a
Shiite charity society earlier this year. Ashour said in a
statement that he had grilled the minister in May this year
for dissolving the society over alleged financial irregulari-
ties and claimed during the debate of the grilling that three
ministries; the Foreign, Interior and Awqaf in addition to
the central bank had made complaints against the society
called Al-Theqalain which Ashour chaired. 

He added that he asked the ministries about the com-
plaints and they said they had already sent it to the Social
Affairs Ministry. The lawmaker said that he had asked
Sabeeh to provide him with details of those complaints
and she refused because the issue was under legal investi-
gation. The lawmaker said that Sabeeh is obliged under
the law and the constitution to answer his questions but
she has declined. 

Ashour said that he is not interested in grillings but if
he does not get the answers he had demanded he plans to
either grill all the four ministers separately or grill Sabeeh
for being directly responsible. He gave the minister an ulti-
matum to provide the information he had demanded or
face a fresh grilling which is expected to be submitted at
the start of the new term next month.

Continued on Page 24

AL HABIT: This picture shows the destructions after government forces’ bombings in the town
of Al Habit on the southern edges of the rebel-held Idlib province yesterday. — AFP 

‘I am not a cheat’, 
Serena accuses
tennis of sexism
NEW YORK: Serena Williams insisted she was not
cheating in the US Open final on Saturday before
accusing the sport which has made her a global icon
and multi-millionaire of sexism. Naomi Osaka won the
final 6-2, 6-4 to become Japan’s first ever Grand Slam
singles champion and delay Williams’s bid for a record-
equaling 24th major title.

However, the final was overshadowed by the
American’s angry and tear-filled tirade in the second set. It
has already been dubbed ‘The Mother of all Meltdowns’
by the New York Daily Post. The 36-year-old was handed
a code violation for coaching, a penalty point for racquet
abuse and a game penalty for calling umpire Carlos
Ramos a “liar and a thief” and insisting “you owe me an
apology”. “He alleged that I was cheating, and I wasn’t
cheating,” Williams told reporters later. “I don’t use on-
court coaching (where it’s allowed at WTA tour events).

Continued on Page 24

Kuwait ranks ‘worst 
for expats’; Bahrain 
remains the best 
By Aakash Bakaya 

KUWAIT: According to a recent poll by Expat
Insider, Kuwait is the worst country to work in for
an expat. The poll takes into consideration factors
such as quality of life, ease of settling in and overall
general satisfaction. Kuwait was placed 68th, a
position it held from 2014-2016, and came second
last in 2017. Kuwait is also in the bottom five of the
Working Abroad and Family Life Indices, with a
slightly better, albeit below-average, result for per-
sonal finance (50th).

Two factors that both Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
had difficulty with were in the Friendliness and
Finding Friends Indices coming dead last in both.
Almost two-thirds of respondents in Kuwait said
that making friends was difficult, while 44% are not
satisfied with the opportunities to make new friends
in general. Respondents in Saudi Arabia faced similar
such issues but fared slightly better in comparison.

Continued on Page 24

Khamenei urges 
Iran’s military to 
‘scare off’ enemy
DUBAI: Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei urged
Iran’s armed forces yesterday to increase their power
to “scare off” the enemy, as the country faces increased
tension with the United States. His statement came just
before Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards said it fired
seven missiles in an attack on Iraq-based Iranian
Kurdish dissidents that killed at least 11 people on
Saturday. “Increase your power as much as you can,
because your power scares off the enemy and forces it
to retreat,” Khamenei’s official website quoted him as
saying at a graduation ceremony for cadets of Iran’s
regular armed forces.

US President Donald Trump in May withdrew from
Iran’s nuclear agreement with world powers - a deal
aimed at stalling Tehran’s nuclear capabilities in return
for lifting some sanctions - and ordered the reimposi-
tion of US sanctions that had been suspended under
the deal. “Iran and the Iranian nation have resisted
America and proven that, if a nation is not afraid of
threats by bullies and relies on its own capabilities, it
can force the superpowers to retreat and defeat
them,” Khamenei said during a visit to Iran’s Caspian
port city of Nowshahr.

State television also showed Khamenei praising

Iranian naval forces in the Gulf of Aden, off the coast of
Yemen, while speaking to their commander via vide-
olink. Shiite power Iran rejects accusations from Saudi
Arabia that it is giving financial and military support to
Yemen’s Houthis, who are fighting a government backed
by a Saudi-led military coalition of Sunni Arab coun-
tries. Meanwhile, a senior military official said Iran had
capability to export the know-how to produce solid
rocket fuel, the state news agency IRNA reported.
Solid fuel rockets can be fired on short notice.

Continued on Page 24

Hijri New Year
KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission
announced yesterday that tomorrow (11-9-2018)
will be a holiday in all government departments on
the occasion of the Hijri New Year. The crescent of
Muharram was not seen yesterday evening - so
today will be the 30th of Thulhijja and tomorrow
will be Muharram 1st. Hijri is calculated according
to the Islamic lunar calendar and not the Julian or
Gregorian solar one. It thus does not begin on
January 1, but on the first day of the month of
Muharram. 

Trump axes $25 
million in aid for 
Palestinians 
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump has
ordered that $25 million earmarked for the care of
Palestinians in East Jerusalem hospitals be directed
elsewhere as part of a review of American aid, a US
State Department official said yesterday. Trump
called for a review of US assistance to the
Palestinians earlier this year to ensure the funds were
being spent in accordance with American national
interests and were providing value to taxpayers. 

“As a result of that review, at the direction of the
President, we will be redirecting approximately $25
million originally planned for the East Jerusalem
Hospital Network,” the State Department official said.
“Those funds will go to high-priority projects else-
where.” The aid cut is the latest in a number of
actions by the Trump administration that have alienat-
ed the Palestinians, including the recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and moving the US
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
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TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (right)
meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin in the capital
Tehran, on the sidelines of a summit hosted there on the
Syrian conflict. — AFP 

RAFAH: A Palestinian relative mourns over the death of
17-year-old Palestinian boy Belal Khafaja, killed by
Israeli forces during a protest at the Israel-Gaza border,
during his funeral in Rafah. — AFP 


