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Buttler puts England in command of India finale

LONDON: India were 174 for six in reply to England’s
first-innings 332, a deficit of 158 runs, at stumps on the
second day of the fifth Test at the Oval yesterday. Test
debutant Hanuma Vihari was 25 not out, with Ravindra
Jadeja unbeaten on eight. India suffered a huge blow
before the close when captain and star batsman Virat
Kohli, the leading run-scorer this series, was caught at
second slip by England skipper Joe Root off Ben
Stokes for 49.

Jos Buttler, on his 28th birthday, made 89 — the
fourth time in England’s last five Test innings he has
been the top-scorer — before he was last man out,
caught at slip off Jadeja, a left-arm spinner. Jadeja,
playing his first match this series, led India’s attack with
four wickets for 79 runs in 30 overs.

England, who had already won this five-match series
at 3-1 up, started the second day in danger of being
dismissed for under 200 at 198 for seven. Yet when
Buttler was last man out they had made a total of 332.
At tea, India were 53 for one in reply, a deficit of 279

runs. KL Rahul was 35 not out and Cheteshwar Pujara
15 not out.

Buttler and Stuart Broad (38) frustrated India with a
ninth-wicket stand of 98 as, yet again this series,
England bounced back with the bat after a top-order
collapse. Significantly, this was the fourth time in five
innings that Buttler, recalled to Test duty earlier this
season by new national selector Ed Smith, had been
England’s top-scorer.

Alastair Cook, in his final Test appearance before
international retirement, made 71 on Friday. But the left-
handed opener’s dismissal sparked a slump that saw
England lose six wickets for 48 runs. Buttler, who had
been given out lbw to Mohammed Shami on eight on
Friday only for a review to reveal an inside edge, was 11
not out overnight, with Adil Rashid unbeaten on four.

Bowling conditions 
Despite overcast conditions that promised to assist

India’s fast bowlers, Rashid was quickly into his stride

with two well-struck fours off Jasprit Bumrah. But on 15
he fell lbw to the fast bowler, with England then 214 for
eight. New batsman Broad was peppered with several
short-pitched deliveries but hung in long enough to on-
drive Shami down the ground for a textbook four.
Buttler then clipped Ishant Sharma behind square for
four to raise a fifty stand with Broad. And Buttler then
completed his own fifty in 84 balls, including five fours.

Buttler followed up by driving Sharma through extra
cover for four before Broad’s two off the same bowler
brought up the 300. England scored 106 runs in
Saturday’s morning session, with Buttler 63 not out at
lunch and Broad 36 not out. Broad’s valuable innings
ended on 38 when a soaring mistimed drive off left-
arm spinner Ravindra Jadeja was well caught over his
shoulder by a diving Rahul, running back from mid-on.
Buttler, on 69 at the time, responded to the arrival of
last man James Anderson by hitting two sixes in three
balls off Bumrah — a drive over long-on and a hook
over long leg. But looking for a single to keep the

strike, he fell short of what would have been his second
Test hundred when he guided Jadeja to Ajinkya
Rahane at slip.

Jadeja, playing his first match of the series after off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin was sidelined through
injury, had fine figures of four wickets for 79 runs in 30
overs. Bumrah and Sharma took three apiece but fellow
paceman Shami, who repeatedly beat the bat, was
unlucky to bowl 30 wicketless overs that cost 72 runs.
Anderson started India’s innings needing four wickets
to equal Australia great Glenn McGrath’s record for the
most Test wickets taken by any fast bowler of 563.

But it was longstanding new-ball partner Broad who
made the breakthrough when, with his first delivery
Saturday, he had Shikhar Dhawan lbw. Off-spinner
Moeen Ali, who took a hat-trick to complete a win over
South Africa in his last Test appearance at the Oval,
almost struck in his first over on Saturday when Pujara,
on 10, turned him off his hip only for Cook to drop a
sharp one-handed chance at short-leg. — AFP 

India are 174-6 at the close with a deficit of 158 runs 

LONDON: India’s Rishabh Pant (L) watches as England’s Joe Root plays a shot during play on the second day of the fifth Test cricket match between England and India at The Oval. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Juan Martin del Potro set up a US Open final
clash against Novak Djokovic on Friday after defending
champion and world number one Rafael Nadal quit his
last-four clash against the giant Argentine with a knee
injury. Third seed Del Potro, the champion in 2009, was 7-
6 (7/3), 6-2 ahead when Nadal retired.

Del Potro will now face Djokovic, the 2011 and 2015
winner, who reached his eighth final at the tournament and
23rd of his Grand Slam career with a 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 stroll
past Japan’s Kei Nishikori. Djokovic boasts a 14-4 lead
over Del Potro in a 10-year rivalry, including two wins
without dropping a set at the US Open in 2007 and 2012.
“We have never met in a Grand Slam final. I have tremen-

dous respect for him as a person and a player. He’s a great
guy,” said Djokovic who missed the 2017 tournament
through injury. “He’s had lots of injury problems in the past
but he’s a big-match player.”

Nadal was devastated by having to pull out although he
believes he hasn’t suffered any long term damage. “I hate
to retire,” said Nadal, a player plagued by a series of knee
injuries throughout his career. He also retired trailing in the
fifth set of his Australian Open quarter-final against Marin
Cilic in January. “It’s not a tennis match when one is play-
ing and the other is at the side of the court.”

Nadal, bidding for a fourth title in New York and 18th
major, had spent the best part of 16 hours getting to the
semi-finals. That included almost five hours to defeat
Dominic Thiem in an epic quarter-final which stretched
into the early hours of Wednesday morning. The effort
took its toll, with the Spaniard twice needing to have his
right knee bandaged before calling it a day after the con-
clusion of the second set. “Well of course it’s not the best
way to win a match. I love to play against Rafa because
he’s the biggest fighter in this sport and I don’t like to see
him suffering,” said 29-year-old Del Potro who will be
playing in his second Slam final.

‘Sad for Rafa’ 
“I am sad for him but I’m also happy to do my best.”

Nadal’s challenge looked doomed even as early as the first
set, as he was feeling the injury after just four games, he
admitted. He needed his right knee strapped after the sev-
enth game before gallantly fighting off two set points in
the 10th game, breaking Del Potro who was serving for the
set. But the Argentine swept through the tiebreaker, wrap-
ping up the opener after 69 minutes of impressive shot-
making.

The Spaniard called a medical timeout after three
games of the second set to have the right knee reban-
daged. Del Potro sensed blood and broke for 3-1 as Nadal
struggled for movement. He broke again for 5-2 on his way
to a two-set lead and eventual victory. “It means a lot to
be back in the final,” added Del Potro after his sixth win
over Nadal, all on hard court. “I didn’t expect to get to
another Grand Slam final in my favorite tournament. “I had
my biggest memories on this court in 2009 when I beat
Rafa and Roger (Federer, in the final). I was a kid then; now
I am much older.”

Wimbledon champion Djokovic, playing in his 11th US
Open semi-final, claimed a 15th win in 17 clashes against
Nishikori. It was plain sailing for the 31-year-old Serb who
is chasing a 14th Slam title to take him level with Pete
Sampras on the all-time list. He broke serve four times
while an under-par Nishikori saved 13 of the 17 break
points he faced and committed 51 unforced errors. — AFP 

Del Potro, Djokovic
in US Open final as
Nadal quits with
knee injury

NEW YORK: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic reacts after his
win against Japan’s Kei Nishikori during the Men’s
Singles Semi-Finals match at the 2018 US Open at the
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. — AFP 


