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BOLOGNA: Roberto Mancini believes that only confi-
dence is needed to turn a mediocre Italy into a world
class team again after Jorginho rescued a point for the
new-look Azzurri in a 1-1 draw against Poland in their
Nations League A Group 3 opener on Friday. Jorginho’s
penalty 12 minutes from time made amends after the
Chelsea midfielder’s blunder had allowed former Napoli
teammate Piotr Zielinski’s opener for Poland just before
the break in Bologna.

Mancini, 58, was appointed after the four-time win-
ners’ shock failure to qualify for the 2018 World Cup.
And after a timid start, key substitutions-including
promising Fiorentina forward Federico Chiesa-allowed
the former Inter Milan and Manchester City manager
to save face in his first competitive game in charge. “I
knew it was going to be difficult. They are a team that,
at this moment, have more confidence than us,” said
Mancini.  “In the first half we made some technical
mistakes, but then in the second half the guys were
very good.”

Mario Balotel l i , making his f irst competitive
appearance since the 2014 World Cup for Italy, had an
uneventful night before being replaced after an hour.
“Mario needs to play, he is an experienced player on
the international stage, but his fitness levels are an
issue right now,” explained Mancini of the 28-year-old
Nice player.

“There are many young players we can build on and
I think we saw that in the second half, as we pushed
forward and more importantly didn’t make as many
errors in our passing. “Chiesa? Like him these are all
boys to bet on.” Italy struggled early in all areas,
Zielinski opening 40 minutes in by converting Robert
Lewandowski’s pass after Jorginho was caught in pos-
session. 

Newcomers provide spark 
Mancini brought on Giacomo Bonaventura, 29, in

place of Lorenzo Pellegrini, 22, but star Poland striker
Lewandowski almost snatched a second goal for the
visitors to the thunderous applause of the 4,000 Polish
fans. Andrea Belotti then came on for Balotelli to a mix-
ture of whistles and applause, with Chiesa replacing
Lorenzo Insigne after 71 minutes. 

The newcomers provided the spark that was need-
ed. The son of former international striker Enrico
Chiesa, the 20-year-old Fiorentina player forced a save
from Lukasz Fabianski and was then brought down by
Jakub Blaszczykowski for a penalty, which Jorginho
converted. Italy pushed for the winner but had to settle
for a point before their trip to Lisbon where they will
be playing a Portugal side missing Cristiano Ronaldo.
“We could not find the passing lines, to give rhythm to
our play,” said Brazil-born Jorginho. “I personally made
a lot of mistakes. It takes time. We don’t play much
together, but I’m confident because I see a team trying
to play football.  “This is important. We are on the right
track. If you play with fear you have the possibility to
make mistakes.” “We have no room for error on
Monday,” added Juventus defender Leonardo Bonucci.

“Cristiano Ronaldo is very strong, but his absence
shouldn’t deceive us: Portugal are still a very good
team, they are the European champions and we will
have to give them the maximum respect.” Poland will
play their next matches in the Nations League at home
on October 11 against Portugal and on October 14
against Italy. “It’s an important point, it’s just a pity we
were unable to make more of our chances,” said coach
Jerzy Brzeczek, who took over after Poland crashed out
in the group stage of the World Cup. — AFP 

Confidence lacking, says Mancini 
as mediocre Italy rescue a point

Chelsea’s Jorginho late penalty ends game in draw 

BOLOGNA: Italy’s midfielder Federico Bernardeschi (R) fights for the ball with Poland’s defender Arkadiusz Reca
during the UEFA Nations League football match between Italy vs Poland at Renato Dall’Ara Stadium. —AFP 

MEXICO CITY: The latest chapter in Argentine
football legend Diego Maradona’s colorful career will
be coaching Mexican second-division club Dorados,
a team owned by a powerful family that has faced
accusations of ties to drug trafficking.

Maradona, 57, raised eyebrows Friday with the
announcement that he had signed on to manage the
struggling club in Sinaloa, a state best known as
home to the drug cartel of jailed kingpin Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman. Rumors and jokes immediately
swirled online about what interest Maradona, who
has publicly struggled with drug addiction, might
have in such a deal.

“Maradona is headed to a place full of narcos.
What could possibly go wrong?” cracked one Twitter
user. But joking aside, the clan behind the club, the
Hank family, has faced accusations of links to
Mexico’s lucrative and violent drug trafficking indus-
try. The family patriarch, Jorge Hank Rhon, is a busi-
nessmen and politician whose company, Grupo
Caliente, owns an empire of casinos, hotels and a dog
racing track in Tijuana, across the US border from
San Diego.

The company also owns first-division football club
Xolos in Tijuana, in addition to Dorados. Hank Rhon’s
son, Jorgealberto Hank Inzunza, is the president of
both clubs. He said Dorados — who are currently in
13th place in their 15-team league — want Maradona
to stay for the remainder of the 2018 season and all of
next season. “In my conversations with him he’s been
very excited to come coach here. Honestly, it was
easier to convince him than I thought,” he told ESPN.

Powerful eccentric 
Dorados were previously best known as the club

where Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola
wrapped up his playing career. They are based in
Culiacan, the capital of the western state of Sinaloa.
But the Hanks’s stronghold is Tijuana, in the north.
Hank Rhon, 62, was Tijuana’s mayor from 2004 to
2007. He has faced accusations of involvement in
organized crime.

In 2011, he was arrested when authorities raided
his mansion and seized more than 80 guns and thou-
sands of rounds of ammunition. Prosecutors said two
of the guns had been used to commit murders. But a
judge ordered Hank Rhon’s release after 10 days, in a
widely criticized ruling. Authorities also brought him
in for questioning in 2009 over a woman’s murder,
but released him without charge.

Known for his wealth, eccentric style and love of
exotic animals, Hank Rhon owns a private bullring
and zoo on the sprawling property where his race-
track is located. He has been accused of trafficking in
endangered species, including tigers and chim-
panzees. His “favorite animals,” he once said, are
women. Twice married, he has 19 children, one of
whom is named Tigre.

‘Philanthropic side’ 
The ex-mayor, a heavyweight in the ruling

Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), is alternate-
ly feared and revered in Tijuana, according to
Victor Clark, head of a local human rights group
and a professor at the University of San Diego.
“He’s controversial, there’s no doubt. But he has a
lot of people who support him. He’s a sort of patron
figure,” Clark said. —AFP 

Maradona’s new
club owned by
powerful clan
with shady ties

EAST RUTHERFORD: Roberto Firmino and Neymar
scored the goals as Brazil cruised to a 2-0 friendly vic-
tory over an inexperienced United States here Friday.
Brazil, playing their first international since a disap-
pointing World Cup quarter-final exit, were in complete
control throughout a low-key encounter at the MetLife
Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey.

The South American giants had won their previous
10 games against the United States, whose lone victory
came way back in 1998. There was never much doubt
that Brazil would extend their winning record to 11 con-
secutive wins as they dominated throughout against an
American team who are rebuilding after their shock
failure to qualify for the World Cup.

Brazil glided through a one-sided first half, with the
hosts paying the price for repeatedly squandering pos-
session cheaply. The opening goal came after 11 min-
utes, when Juventus winger Douglas Costa found him-

self in space on the right flank. British-born left-back
Antonee Robinson rushed in to close down Costa, but
was left for dead as the Brazilian skipped past him all
too easily before picking out Firmino with a pinpoint
low cross.

The Liverpool forward tapped in an easy finish past
Columbus Crew goalkeeper Zack Steffen for 1-0. Costa
had Robinson in trouble again after 31 minutes, going
clear to whip in another low cross. This time however
Neymar was unable to get on the end of it as the
Americans cleared. In the 39th minute Steffen saved
smartly from Liverpool signing Fabinho as Brazil con-
tinued to exert pressure.

The South Americans doubled their lead three min-
utes from half-time when US captain Wil Trapp
clipped Fabinho in the penalty area.  Paris Saint-
Germain striker Neymar stepped up to stroke in his
58th international goal in his 91st game. Neymar, who
was handed the captain’s armband by manager Tite
for this game, is now only five goals away from sur-
passing Ronaldo in second place on Brazil’s all-time
scoring charts. Ronaldo has 62 goals, while Pele tops
the charts with 77.

Brazil’s sense of superiority was underscored by
the fact that Brazil goalkeeper Alisson was not
required to make a save until the 71st minute, turning
around a low shot from Trapp. US coach Dave

Sarachan, who has spent nearly a year as the team’s
caretaker boss following the exit of Bruce Arena after
the World Cup debacle, admitted his team had paid
the price for ceding possession too cheaply. “We
played one of the best teams in the world,” Sarachan
said. “We were a little nervy. Probably should have
done a little better with the ball, but that’s why you
play these games. “It wasn’t going to be an easy night
when you play a team like Brazil.” — AFP 

Neymar, Firmino on 
target as Brazil 
cruise over USA

EAST RUTHERFORD: Brazil’s forward Neymar lies on
the field after a fault during the friendly match
against US at the Metlife Stadium. — AFP 

GLASGOW: World Cup semi-finalists Belgium capi-
talized on a series of Scotland mistakes with goals
from Romelu Lukaku, Eden Hazard and a Michy
Batshuayi double to thrash the hosts 4-0 in a friendly
at Hampden on Friday. Roberto Martinez’s men
showed their class and no hangover from their exer-
tions in finishing third in Russia to warm-up for their
Nations League opener against Iceland on Tuesday.

However, the visitors were handed a series of gifts
by a Scotland side that slumped to a fourth defeat in
five games since manager Alex McLeish was
appointed for a second spell in charge. “We were
very clinical in front of goal,” said Martinez. “The
players were well focused overall and for us it was a
good exercise for Tuesday.”

The contrasting fortunes of the two nations was
summed up by Belgium playing to a crowd less than
that which celebrated their return from Russia in July
at a barely half-full Hampden. Martinez named a
strong side with six of those that started the World
Cup semi-final defeat to France in the starting line-
up. But it took a gift from Aston Villa’s John McGinn
to get the visitors going when the midfielder was
caught in possession on the edge of his own box and
Mousa Dembele and Thorgan Hazard teed up
Lukaku for his 41st international goal.

Eden Hazard smashed home Belgium’s second a
minute into the second-half, but again McLeish
might have been disappointed to see goalkeeper
Craig Gordon beaten at his near post. A truer test of
McLeish’s ability to qualify Scotland for a first major
tournament in over 20 years will come when Albania
are the visitors to Hampden on Monday in the
Nations League.

However, vast improvements will need to be made
in possession as Valencia striker Batshuayi scored
twice in eight minutes before the hour mark after
pouncing on slack passes by Charlie Mulgrew and
Ryan Jack. “It was just a catalogue of errors,” said
McLeish. —AFP 

Lukaku, Hazard
help Belgium 
hammer 
Scotland 4-0

MILAN: New Chelsea manager Maurizio Sarri
revealed on Friday that he found out he was sacked as
coach of his previous club Napoli on television. Sarri
had two years left on his contract after leading his
hometown club to challenge champions Juventus for the
title last season. But after Sarri asked for more time to
consider his future, former Chelsea and Real Madrid
boss Carlo Ancelotti was appointed as new coach of
the Serie A runners-up.

The 59-year-old Sarri told Il Mattino: “We were
having dinner ... discussing whether or not to stay. We
turned on the TV and we saw Ancelotti entering
Filmauro (the headquarters of Napoli owner Aurelio De
Laurentiis). “I had some doubts, that’s fair, but there
was a clause in the contract and it wasn’t something I
had asked for. The timing wasn’t respected. “Now I
hope that Ancelotti can achieve what I came so close

to.” Napoli won their last Serie A title during the days
of Diego Maradona in 1990. Sarri — who took over
from another Italian Antonio Conte at Chelsea — has
won his first four games in England. “I didn’t win any-
thing in Naples. Conte here has won (Premier League
2016-2017) and it is difficult to take his place,” said
Sarri. “Here it is totally different: it is an absolute party,
it is a pleasure to arrive in the stadiums and see the fans
with different shirts drinking a beer together.  “I sign
autographs for the fans of the opposing team on the
sidelines, before and after the match.  “There are games
with so much intensity, physicality. The English game is
a different football from the Italian one, played in
extraordinary stadiums. “But at the beginning it’s not so
simple to understand things. I know less about the
teams I face and the opponents.”

It is the first time that Sarri, who started out as a
banker, has coached outside Italy. “Close up (life in
Italy) is full of problems. But when we are far away,
there is a bit of nostalgia and something is always
missing. “More than all the food, even though I’m get-
ting used to the meat and salmon here. But I can’t find
anyone who makes coffee like Tommaso (Napoli cof-
fee maker).” — AFP 

Sarri found out he 
was sacked on TV

LONDON: Chelsea’s Italian head coach Maurizio Sarri looks on from the touchline during the English Premier
League football match between Chelsea and Bournemouth at Stamford Bridge. — AFP 


