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Puig homer helps LA Dodgers 
edge Rockies in pivotal opener

The teams face each other two more times this weekend 
DENVER: Yasiel Puig hit a home run in his return from
suspension, and Clayton Kershaw pitched six strong
innings as the visiting Los Angeles Dodgers closed the
gap on the first-place Colorado Rockies with a 4-2 vic-
tory Friday night. The Dodgers opened a key National
League West series by moving a half-game behind the
division-leading Rockies. The teams face each other
two more times this weekend and three more times lat-
er this month in Los Angeles.

Puig went deep in the second inning for his 16th
home run of the season and first since Aug. 11. He
missed the past two games as discipline for an on-field
confrontation with the San Francisco Giants’ Nick
Hundley in August. Kershaw (7-5) gave up two runs on
six hits over six innings with one walk and seven strike-
outs. He picked up his 22nd career victory over the
Rockies, tied for his most against a single team (Giants).

DIAMONDBACKS 5, BRAVES 3
Paul Goldschmidt had two hits, including his 33rd

home run, and left-hander Patrick Corbin pitched six
strong innings as Arizona held off visiting Atlanta.
Daniel Descalso had two RBIs, and Nick Ahmed had
two hits for the Diamondbacks, who moved within 1 1/2
games of Colorado in the National League West. They
had lost five of six. Johan Camargo had two doubles
and a homer, Ronald Acuna Jr. had two hits and a stolen
base and Nick Markakis had two hits for the Braves,
whose lead in the NL East was shaved to 2 1/2 games
over Philadelphia.

BREWERS 4, GIANTS 2
Jesus Aguilar broke a seventh-inning tie with a two-

out, two-run double, leading Milwaukee past visiting
San Francisco. The hard-fought win allowed the
Brewers (80-62) to solidify their spot atop the National
League wild-card race to 1 1/2 games over St Louis
(78-63). Milwaukee also gained a half-game on the
first-place Chicago Cubs (83-57) in the NL Central.
Josh Hader (5-1), who struck out five over two scoreless
innings in relief of Chase Anderson, was credited with
the win. Jeremy Jeffress threw a 1-2-3 ninth with two
strikeouts for his ninth save.

TIGERS 5, CARDINALS 3
Jeimer Candelario hit a two-run home run in the bot-

tom of the ninth to give Detroit a win over visiting St
Louis. Candelario’s 18th homer of the season came off
Jordan Hicks (3-4). Victor Reyes singled with one out
prior to Candelario’s opposite-field blast. Marcell
Ozuna hit two solo homers for the Cardinals.

PHILLIES 4, METS 3
Aaron Nola kept pace in the National League Cy

Young Award race, earning his 16th win by allowing
three runs over seven innings as Philadelphia topped
host New York. The Phillies won for just the sixth time
in 18 games. Nola (16-4) gave up three hits and one
walk while striking out eight as he moved into a tie for
the NL lead in wins with one of his Cy Young competi-

tors, Washington ace Max Scherzer.

ASTROS 6, RED SOX 3
Tyler White capped Houston’s second consecutive

three-run inning with an RBI single in the eighth, help-
ing secure a win at Boston. The Astros extended their
winning streak to six games with the come-from-
behind victory. They trailed 2-0 entering the seventh
inning, limited to one hit at that point by Red Sox left-
hander David Price, who was making his first start since
getting hit on the wrist by a line drive on Aug 29. After
losing a 3-2 lead taken in the seventh, the Astros rallied
again in the eighth against Red Sox right-hander Joe
Kelly (4-2). George Springer, Jose Altuve and Alex
Bregman opened the frame with consecutive singles,
and each came around to score.

ATHLETICS 8, RANGERS 4
Ramon Laureano led off two innings with home runs,

and Marcus Semien contributed a two-run homer to a
four-run second, propelling Oakland past visiting
Texas. A fourth win in their last five games allowed the
A’s (85-57) to keep pace with the Houston Astros (88-
53) in the American League West and the New York
Yankees (88-53) in the AL wild-card race. Oakland
remains 3 1/2 games behind in each pursuit. Laureano,
Semien and Matt Chapman collected two RBIs each for
the A’s, who beat Texas for the 11th time in 17 meetings
this season.

YANKEES 4, MARINERS 0
Masahiro Tanaka pitched eight scoreless innings as

New York blanked host Seattle. Rookie Gleyber Torres
and Andrew McCutchen each hit two-run homers for
the Yankees. New York has hit 230 home runs this sea-
son and is on pace to tie the major league record of 264
set by the 1997 Mariners, who featured Ken Griffey Jr.
and Alex Rodriguez in their lineup. Tanaka (11-5)
allowed three hits, didn’t walk a batter and struck out a
season-high 10 to win his second September start after
going 0-3 in August. The right-hander improved to 7-0
in eight career starts against the Mariners.

BLUE JAYS 3, INDIANS 2 (11 INNINGS)
Kevin Pillar hit the second walk-off home run of his

career with one out in the bottom of the 11th inning as
Toronto edged visiting Cleveland. The Indians had
loaded the bases in the top of 11th against Jake Petricka
on a single and two walks, but Danny Barnes (3-2)
retired Jose Ramirez on a groundout to end the threat.
Brad Hand struck out Rowdy Tellez to open the bottom
of the 11th, his fourth strikeout in 1 1/3 innings, and was
replaced by Adam Cimber (3-6), who allowed Pillar’s
12th homer of the season.

ANGELS 5, WHITE SOX 2
Felix Pena threw seven strong innings, and Shohei

Ohtani homered to lead Los Angeles to a win at
Chicago. Pena (2-4) went seven innings, giving up two
runs on seven hits while striking out six and walking

none. Ohtani hit a three-run homer, his fourth in his last
three games, to increase his season total to 19, a major
league record for Japanese-born rookies. Before the
game, Ohtani told reporters he will play out the season
as a hitter and decide whether or not to have Tommy
John surgery once the season is over. An MRI exam
earlier this week showed Ohtani has new damage to the
ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow.

RAYS 14, ORIOLES 2
Blake Snell became the second 18-game winner in

the majors by pitching 5 1/3 outstanding innings as
Tampa Bay slugged four homers to send visiting
Baltimore to its 100th loss. Snell (18-5) limited the
Orioles to two runs on five hits. He tied a team record by
winning his sixth consecutive start, becoming the fourth
pitcher in Rays history to do. He joined Cleveland ace
Corey Kluber as the second 18-game winner. Snell also
became Tampa Bay’s first 18-game winner since left-
hander David Price went 20-5 in 2012.

PIRATES 5, MARLINS 3
Rookie Kevin Kramer hit a game-tying single for his

first major league RBI, and Jordan Luplow followed
with a two-run home run in the seventh inning to push
host Pittsburgh past Miami. In the seventh against
reliever Tayron Guerrero (1-3), Jordy Mercer led off
with his career-high 28th double. Two outs later,

Kramer made it 3-3 with a single to center. Luplow fol-
lowed with his third homer, to right-center for a 5-3
lead. Josh Bell also hit a two-run homer for the Pirates,
who have won four straight.

REDS 12, PADRES 6
Phillip Ervin drove in four runs with two homers,

including a tiebreaking shot off Matt Strahm in the bot-
tom of the fourth, and Scott Schebler hit a grand slam
to cap a five-run sixth and lead Cincinnati past visiting
San Diego. Right-hander Michael Lorenzen (3-1), who
faced the minimum nine hitters while allowing one hit
with a strikeout in three scoreless innings, was credited
with the win. Strahm (3-4) took the loss in relief. The
start of the game was delayed by two hours and 37
minutes due to rain.

TWINS 10, ROYALS 6
Eddie Rosario homered, and Ehire Adrianza had

three hits and three RBIs as Minnesota snapped a five-
game losing streak with a win over Kansas City in
Minneapolis. Logan Forsythe scored three runs, Jake
Cave had two hits and scored two runs and Jorge
Polanco and Rosario also each had two hits for the
Twins. Salvador Perez hit a three-run home run for the
Royals. Cubs-Nationals, ppd. Washington and Chicago
had their game at Nationals Park postponed after more
than four hours of rain delays.  — Reuters 

DENVER: Kenta Maeda #18 of the Los Angeles Dodgers pitches in a ninth inning with a runner on and one out
against the Colorado Rockies at Coors Field. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: The 2018 Basketball Hall of Fame class
includes a sharp-shooting point guard from Canada and
two NBA stars who shared both the rookie-of-the year
award and the inductee podium at Friday’s ceremony.

Steve Nash went from being a unscouted high school
phenom from the basketball backwoods of Victoria, British
Columbia to an eight-time all star, while Jason Kidd and
Grant Hill were co-rookies of the year in 1994-95 before
going on to play a combined 37 seasons in the NBA.The
trio were part of an impressive list of 13 inductees to the
2018 Naismith Memorial National Basketball Hall of Fame
in Springfield, Massachusetts.

“I was never supposed to be here,” Nash, who looks
like he can still play, said as he began his acceptance
speech. The same could likely be said for the other
inductees which included former players Maurice Cheeks,
Dino Radja and Charlie Scott and ex-college coach Lefty
Driesell. This inductee list was heavy on point guards as
Nash, and Americans Allen and Kidd, all had record setting
careers.

The six-foot-three Nash won back-to-back MVP
awards in 2004-05 and 2005-06 and led the league five
times in assists. His 18-year-career included playing in
eight all-star games and finishing sixth on the all-time
assist list. “The secret is to build the resolve and spirit to
enjoy the plateau. Never stop striving to reach your

goals,” Nash said. Nash was born in Johannesburg, South
Africa before the family moved to Vancouver Island on
Canada’s west coast. He switched schools halfway through
high school but failed to attract the attention of American
college scouts, sending his demo tape off to 30 schools
but getting no takers. He finally landed one scholarship
offer from Santa Clara University in California and the
unlikely journey was underway. 

“Nobody really liked what they saw on those tapes,”
Nash said. “But what they couldn’t see on the tapes was
the relentless obsession and work ethic that would not
diminish in 20 plus years.” He finished with averages of
51.8 percent shooting from the field, including an NBA
record 90.4 percent from the free-throw line. His influence
on Canadian basketball cannot be overstated, says hockey
icon Wayne Gretzky. “I think he was a huge influence on all
these kids,” Gretzky said in a video tribute to Nash. Coast
to coast, Vancouver to Newfoundland, he gave them the
opening and ability to believe they could play in the NBA.”
Nash thanked his Olympic coach Jay Triano, who is now a
coach with the Charlotte Hornets. “The greatest experi-
ence of my career was playing in the  Olympics Games for
Canada,” Nash said. 

‘Do it every day’ 
“My coach was Jay Triano. Jay was a hero to me and

taught me to love the game. He always said ‘shooting is like
beathing, you got to do it every day to live.’” The 10-time
all-star Kidd climbed to number two all-time in assists
during his 19-year playing career that included winning
the 2011 NBA title with the Dallas Mavericks.

The point guard was co-rookie of the year with Hill and
is No. 2 on the all-time steals list. Seven-time all-star Hill
made the NBA first all-star team in 1996-97. He won back-
to-back US college national titles at Duke University in
1991 and 1992. — AFP 

BRISBANE: Australia overcame a week of turmoil to edge
South Africa 23-18 in their Rugby Championship clash in
Brisbane yesterday. The Wallabies capitalized on a poor
second half by the Springboks, who led 18-17 at half-time
but were let down by a host of handling errors after the
break. After two big losses to New Zealand to start the
tournament, the Wallabies had to cope with the injury-
enforced withdrawals of David Pocock and Israel Folau in
the lead-up to the match.

They then lost towering lock Adam Coleman on the day
of the match due to family reasons. “We put a lot into our
preparation this week and not all of that may have hap-
pened on the field, but... when someone tries to take (the
win) away from you, you fight harder for it,” Australian
coach Michael Cheika said. “That’s what happened tonight
— we fought harder.” Cheika said the Wallabies had
coped well without Pocock and Folau. “They took a step
up in maturity as a team,” he said.

The Wallabies appeared unfazed by the disruption
when they scored in just the second minute of the match,
captain Michael Hooper crashing over after 11 phases
close to the South African line. South African coach Rassie

Erasmus had made a host of changes to the team that lost
to Argentina a fortnight ago, with an eye on next
Saturday’s clash against the All Blacks. They regrouped
after conceding the early try and slowly gained the ascen-
dancy. Fly-half Elton Jantjies kicked a penalty to make it 7-
3 to the Wallabies, before hooker Bongi Mbonambi
crashed over at the back of a devastating rolling maul to
put the visitors ahead 10-7. Right wing Makazole Mapimpi
made it 15-7 with 10 minutes remaining in the half when he
slid over in the corner following a beautiful flat pass from
scrum-half Faf de Klerk. But four minutes later Mbonambi
turned hero to villain when he missed his target from a
long throw in at a defensive line-out. 

Wallaby inside centre Matt Toomua pounced on the
loose ball to score under the posts. A second Jantjies
penalty put the South Africans out to an 18-14 lead but
right on half-time, Wallabies outside centre Reece Hodge
converted a 53-metre penalty to make it a one-point game
at the break. 

The second half became an arm wrestle as both teams
began to struggle with greasy conditions after a day of
rain in Brisbane. The Australians piled on the pressure for
the opening 15 minutes of the second half as the South
Africans’ error rate began to climb. The Springboks resis-
ted bravely, but eventually conceded a penalty and
Toomua put the home side back in front 20-18. A second
Toomua penalty gave the Wallabies some breathing space
and they were able to hold on in the face of some huge
late pressure from the South Africans. — AFP 

Nash, Kidd highlight 
2018 Basketball 
Hall of Fame class

SPRINGFIELD: Inductees Grant Hill, Jason Kidd, Charue Scott, Ray Allen and Steve Nash pose for a photo during
the 2018 Basketball Hall of Fame Enshrinement Ceremony on September 7, 2018 at Symphony Hall. — AFP 

BRISBANE: Australia’s Will Genia (C) is tackled by South Africa’s Pieter-Steph Du Toit (R) during the Rugby
Championship Test match between Australia and South Africa at Suncorp Stadium.— AFP 

Wallabies edge SA in 
Brisbane arm wrestle


