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WASHINGTON: A former advisor to US President Donald
Trump whose contacts with Russians set off the investiga-
tion into possible collusion with Moscow was jailed Friday
for lying to the FBI. US District Judge Randolph Moss
sentenced foreign policy aide George Papadopoulos to 14
days in prison, acknowledging his guilty plea and his
remorse, but noting that he “lied in an investigation that
was important to national security.”

Papadopoulos was the second person ordered to prison
in the sprawling, 16-month Russia collusion investigation of
Special Counsel Robert Mueller. It came just over two
weeks after two former top Trump aides were convicted of
felony crimes in cases that grew out of the probe.

Trump suggested the conviction was trivial for a
probe that has cost millions since it launched in May
2017 — while ignoring the 35 indictments, five guilty
pleas and one trial conviction Mueller has racked up so
far. “14 days for $28 MILLION - $2 MILLION a day, No
Collusion. A great day for America!” Trump tweeted.
Senator Mark Warner, the senior Democrat on the
Senate Intelligence Committee, which has its own Russia
collusion investigation, applauded Mueller’s work.
Despite constant attacks by the president, Mueller and
his team “are conducting a serious, professional investi-
gation” into the 2016 Trump campaign’s contacts with
Russians, Warner said in a statement.

Papadopoulos, 31, was an inexperienced London-
based oil analyst when he joined the Trump campaign in
March 2016 on the Republican candidate’s national secu-
rity advisory board. Told the campaign’s priority was to
improve relations with Russia, within weeks
Papadopoulos made contact with a mysterious professor,
Joseph Mifsud, who touted links to the Kremlin. 

Mifsud introduced him to others who ostensibly had
connections to Russian President Vladimir Putin-includ-
ing a woman who claimed to be Putin’s niece. At a cam-
paign meeting at the end of March 2016 Papadopoulos
told Trump, then-senator and now Attorney General Jeff
Sessions, and other campaign officials that he had con-

nections in London that could set up a Trump-Putin
meeting ahead of the November election.

“While some in the room rebuffed George’s offer, Mr
Trump nodded with approval and deferred to Mr
Sessions, who appeared to like the idea and stated that
the campaign should look into it,” Papadopoulos’s
lawyers said in a pre-sentencing statement last week.
Sessions has claimed he opposed the idea, but
Papadopoulos continued to discuss it with top campaign
officials over the following months. Papadopoulos told
CNN in a late Friday interview that Trump “gave me a
sort of a nod” and “wasn’t committed either way” at that
meeting-but that Sessions “was actually enthusiastic”
about a Trump-Putin gathering.

He also said that Mifsud told him in April that the
Russians had “thousands of emails” about Clinton-which
Papadopoulos described as a “momentous statement” but
not a direct offer of assistance. His reaction was that
Mifsud “was simply repeating gossip and rumors,”
Papadopoulos said. “All I can say about this question-
because I’ve been asked a million times-is if I told anyone
it would have been discovered by now,” he told CNN. “As
far as I remember, I absolutely did not share this informa-
tion with anyone on the campaign. “I might have, but I
have no recollection of doing so.” Weeks later, the stolen
Clinton emails were posted online by what US intelligence
chiefs now say were Russian intelligence actors. The mys-
terious Mifsud has since vanished, CNN said.

FBI agents quietly opened a probe into Trump cam-
paign officials possibly colluding with Russia after they
were tipped off by an Australian diplomat that
Papadopoulos had spoken about Russians having dirt on
Clinton. Papadopoulos admitted that he lied to FBI inves-
tigators when they interviewed him. “In January 2017, I
made a terrible mistake for which I paid dearly, I am
ashamed,” Papadopoulos told the court in Washington. “I
was young and ambitious.” His lawyer Tom Breen said
that at the time, Papadopoulos was naive and acted on
what he told the court was a “misguided loyalty” to

Trump, who had been inaugurated as president just one
week before.

Breen noted that Trump was already calling the alle-
gations of Russian election interference “fake news”
and a “political witch hunt”-terms he continues to use
for the Mueller probe. Trump “hindered this investiga-
tion more than George Papadopoulos ever did,” Breen
said. Judge Moss said he considered Papadopoulos’s

“genuine remorse” in issuing the light sentence, which
included a $9,500 fine, a year on parole and communi-
ty service. Papadopoulos has cooperated for more
than a year with Mueller’s probe, but it remains
unknown whether he has provided investigators with
any information supporting allegations of collusion
with Russia. Mueller’s office did not immediately com-
ment on the sentence. — AFP
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Fired-up Obama 
attacks Trump, 
Republicans
CHICAGO: Barack Obama assailed US
Republicans Friday for failing to keep
President Donald Trump in check, in a
forceful return to the political fray aimed at
firing up Democratic voters ahead of key
elections. Since leaving office, the 44th US
president has pointedly avoided direct
criticism of his successor, making a calcu-
lated effort not to utter Trump’s name. But
on Friday the gloves came off. “What hap-
pened to the Republican Party?” asked
Obama, accusing Trump of “capitalizing”
on “fear and anger.” In a nod to the turbu-
lence of the past week-which saw allega-
tions of a secret “resistance” working
inside the White House-the 57-year-old
Obama poured scorn on the idea that
“everything will turn out okay” because
some of Trump’s staff are secretly ignoring
the boss’s orders.

“That’s not how our democracy is sup-
posed to work,” Obama thundered, in refer-
ence to the revelations by investigative jour-
nalist Bob Woodward whose new book
describes Trump’s aides battling to rein in an
angry, uninformed president. The
Democratic former president assailed
Republicans as “unwilling to find the back-
bone” to challenge Trump head-on-accusing
them instead of answering “outrageous”
actions with “vague statements of disap-
pointment.” “They’re not doing us a service
by actively promoting 90 percent of the
crazy stuff that’s coming out of this White
House, and then saying, ‘Don’t worry, we’re
preventing the other 10 percent,’” he said. 

Obama’s remarks to an auditorium of
college students in Illinois-the state he
represented before he won the White
House-marked the opening salvo in a
series of campaign stops aimed at boosting
fellow Democrats in November’s midterm
elections, when voters will elect much of
Congress and 36 state governorships.  In a
wide-ranging speech punctuated by fre-
quent applause, Obama criticized the divi-
sive politics of the era, decrying Trump’s
attacks on the media and the judiciary, his
eagerness to work with Russia while
neglecting traditional alliances. But he also
sounded a hopeful note about the apparent
mobilization of Democratic voters. “Out of
this political darkness I am seeing a great
awakening of citizenship all across the
country,” Obama said.

Calling out the president by name,
Obama said Trump was a “symptom, not the
cause” of broader ailments in the nation’s
politics.  The president-who was traveling in
North Dakota-took a swipe back at his
predecessor after the speech, telling a
crowd of supporters at a fundraiser: “I
watched it, but I fell asleep.” “I found he’s
very good, very good for sleeping.” Taking
aim at a key campaign argument by Trump’s
Republicans, Obama challenged them for
laying claim to a roaring economic recovery
that saw 200,000 jobs added last month.
“When you hear how great the economy’s
doing right now, let’s just remember when
this recovery started,” he said, recalling that
he had inherited a dangerous economic
downturn and left office amid a recovery.

Trump fired back by pointing at the
country’s 4.2 percent growth rate for the
second quarter-accusing Obama of “trying
to take credit for this incredible thing that’s
happening.” Had Democrats won control of
Congress two year ago, he jeered, “instead
of having 4.2 up, I believe, honestly, we’d

have 4.2 down.” Having devoted most of his
time since leaving office to writing his
memoirs and setting up his presidential
foundation in Chicago, Obama will be back
in the limelight in coming weeks with cam-
paign stops planned in California Saturday,
and Ohio on Thursday. The hugely popular
former first lady Michelle Obama will also
be bringing star power to Democratic races
in Las Vegas and Miami late this month.

Democrats are hoping to ride an anti-
Trump “blue wave” to take control of the
House of Representatives, and are also
battling for seats in the Senate. Obama’s

speech was a preview of the arguments he
will make on the campaign trail-partly in an
attempt to reach out to voters in parts of
the country he won in 2012, but which vot-
ed for Trump in 2016. The former president
implored the young Illinois audience to
take a stand in November, warning “our
democracy depends on it.” “This is one of
those pivotal moments when every one of
us, as citizens of the United States, need to
determine just who it is that we are, just
what it is that we stand for.” “You’ve got to
do more than retweet a hashtag, you’ve got
to vote,” he said.  — AFP

CHICAGO: Protesters in Texas are demanding
immediate jail for a Dallas police officer who
entered the wrong apartment mistaking it for
her own and shot dead the black man who lived
there. The officer, who police have yet to iden-
tify and has been placed on leave pending offi-
cial charges, will face criminal charges for the
fatal shooting, officials said Friday. A racially-
mixed crowd gathered near the crime scene for
a candlelight vigil late Friday to honor the vic-
tim, identified as Botham Shem Jean, 26, an
immigrant from the Caribbean island nation of
Saint Lucia.

“We are here to express our outrage, and we
are here to demand accountability,” said Imam
Omar Suleiman, an activist at the event organ-
ized by the Dallas-based Mothers Against
Police Brutality group. “If this was not an officer
that pulled the trigger, this person would be in a
jail cell tonight!” Suleiman said. Mourners car-
ried signs with slogans that read “Have a trial
when police kill” and “Where is justice when
police kill us?”

Authorities are seeking to charge the officer
with manslaughter. Dallas Police chief U. Renee
Hall told a news conference that the shooting
was “a very unique situation.” “We have ceased
handling (the incident) under our normal offi-
cer-involved shooting protocol,” the chief said,
adding that the officer’s blood was being tested
for drugs and alcohol. The shooting took place
late Thursday at the end of the officer’s work
shift. While still in uniform, she told authorities
she mistakenly walked into Jean’s apartment in
an upscale complex near downtown Dallas.

Police did not yet know what interaction
occurred between Jean and the officer. After
the officer shot Jean, she called emergency
services and told responding officers that she
had thought she had entered her own apart-
ment.  “Right now there are more questions
than answers,” Chief Hall said. Jean had gradu-
ated from a private Christian college in
Arkansas in 2016 and had since been working
at the accounting firm PricewaterhouseCoopers
in Dallas.

“It just still feels like a nightmare,” Jean’s
mother, Allison Jean, told NBC News. “I wish I
would wake up and find that it wasn’t true.”
Allison Jean-who according to the St. Lucia
Times has served for years in the island’s gov-
ernment-said the details of her son’s shooting
make no sense. Her son “was in no wrong place
at any wrong time. He was in his sanctuary, in
the place where he called home. He didn’t
deserve this,” she told NBC. Jean’s sister, Allisa
Charles-Findley, said she needs “answers for
my baby brother.”

“Just last week I was thinking of what to get
you for your birthday,” she wrote on Facebook,
“now I have to go pick out your casket.”
Neighbor Alyssa Kinsey told The Dallas
Morning News that Jean helped her move new
furniture into her apartment soon after she
moved into the building with her family in April.
“I’ll remember his smile,” she said. “It just lit up
a room.” — AFP
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British police 
make arrest
after ‘serious
incident’
LONDON: Police made an arrest yes-
terday following a “serious incident”
in the northern English city of
Barnsley that left one man with stab
injuries. Traders at a local covered
market said they and parts of the
town centre were locked down over
the incident, sparked by reports of an
individual with a knife. South
Yorkshire Police initially reported on
Twitter that it was responding to a
“serious incident”.

In a later statement it said: Officers
were called at around 8:20 am (0720
GMT) “following reports that a man
had been stabbed in Barnsley town
centre”. “Police then received numer-
ous further reports of an individual in
the town centre with a knife,” it said.
“One person has been arrested in
connection with the incident and is in
police custody. 

“One man suffered minor injuries.
No other injuries have been report-
ed at this time.” It said several crime
scenes had been established and
there would be a highly-visible
police presence until police had

established what happened. “An
investigation is now underway and in
its early stages to establish whether
this is  an isolated incident and
whether the individual acted alone,”
it added. Earlier the Facebook page
of Barnsley Mayday Green Market
reported that “this market and most
of the town centre is in lockdown”,

before later declaring it  had
received the all-clear. Contacted by
AFP, they said they had no more
information, other than “second-hand
reports” that there may have been
more than one person with a knife.
Britain is on high alert after a string of
terror attacks, including by individu-
als brandishing knives. — AFP

Serbia, Kosovo 
leaders abruptly 
cancel EU-brokered 
meeting on land swap
BRUSSELS: The presidents of Serbia and Kosovo
abruptly called off a face-to-face meeting in Brussels on
Friday, deflating hopes of a deal involving a land swap
that could allow both nations to move towards EU mem-
bership. Kosovo’s President Hashim Thaci was due to
discuss the swap plan with his Serbian counterpart
Aleksandar Vucic for the first time in talks brokered by
the EU’s top diplomat Federica Mogherini.

But both men refused to speak to each other
moments before their meeting was due to start at the
EU’s headquarters in Brussels, diplomats said, leaving
Mogherini to meet them separately several times during
the day to keep talks alive. “It went wrong today, they
did not meet, they indulged in some drama instead,” said
one EU diplomat briefed on the talks, although it was
not immediately clear what caused the breakdown.

“Difficulties remain,” Mogherini said in a statement,
although she said she would seek another meeting with
the two presidents later this month. In an address to the
nation on Friday evening, Serbia’s Vucic said he would
visit Kosovo this weekend as planned. On Sunday he is
due to hold a rally in the northern Kosovan city of
Mitrovica, which is mostly populated by Serbs. The fail-
ure to meet in person partly reflects a backlash in both
Kosovo and Serbia to the land swap plan, as well as
some resistance in Germany, the EU diplomat said.
Belgrade and Pristina have both raised the idea of
redrawing their border. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: Foreign policy advisor to US President Donald Trump’s election campaign, George Papadopoulos and his
wife Simona Mangiante Papadopoulos arrive at US District Court for his sentencing in Washington, DC on Friday. — AFP

ILLINOIS: Former President Barack Obama leaves the stage following a speech
to students at the University of Illinois where he accepted the Paul H Douglas
Award for Ethics in Government on September 7, 2018.  — AFP 

BARNSLEY: A police forensics officer looks for evidence inside a cordon in Peel
Square, following a stabbing incident in the centre of Barnsley, northern
England on September 8, 2018. — AFP 


