
Study questions 
Iran-Qaeda ties
WASHINGTON: There is no evidence that
Iran and Al-Qaeda cooperated in carrying
out terrorist attacks, according to a study
published on Friday that casts doubt on
Trump administration statements about close
ties between the two. The conclusions of the
study, by the New America think tank, were
based on detailed analysis of documents
seized in Osama bin Laden’s hideout after US
forces killed the Al-Qaeda leader in 2011.

The findings clash with recent statements

by US President Donald Trump and
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo suggesting
Iran has collaborated with Al-Qaeda, which
carried out the Sept 11, 2001 attacks in the
United States. Debate has swirled over the
relationship between Iran, a majority Shiite
Muslim state, and radical Sunni group Al-
Qaeda since late 2001, when some Al-Qaeda
members fled to Iran after the United States
toppled the Taleban government that had
sheltered them in Afghanistan.

The bin Laden files, including a 19-page
document not released until last November,
show that Iran was uncomfortable with the
militants’ presence on its soil, said Nelly
Lahoud, the study’s author and an expert on
Al-Qaeda. At first, Lahoud said, Iran tried to

move as many as possible to third
countries. Later, it detained Al-
Qaeda members, including mem-
bers of bin Laden’s family, after
they violated the terms of their
stay, which included a ban on
phone communications, the study
says. The mil itant group also
viewed Tehran with deep mistrust,
the study shows. Iran’s policies
tightened even further after the
2003 US invasion of Iraq, and
detained Al-Qaeda members were
forbidden from leaving the coun-
try, it says.

“Iranian authorities decided to keep our
brothers as a bargaining chip,” the unnamed
Al-Qaeda operative wrote in the document,
which was dated January 2007. Lahoud, who
has studied the bin Laden documents since
the first batch was released in 2012, said she
looked for evidence that Al-Qaeda and Iran
had operational ties in plotting terror attacks.
“This I did not find,” she said. Both Trump
and Pompeo have suggested a closer rela-
tionship, as part of an anti-Tehran communi-
cations offensive by the US government. In
announcing the US withdrawal from the 2015
Iran nuclear deal, Trump said in May that Iran
“supports terrorist proxies and militias such
as...Al-Qaeda.”

In a speech a week later, Pompeo said:
“Today we ask the Iranian people: Is this
what you want your country to be known
for, for being a co-conspirator with
Hezbollah, Hamas, the Taleban, and Al-
Qaeda.” A State Department official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, said Iran has
refused to bring top al Qaeda members
residing in Iran to justice, or even publicly
identify who they are. Iran also has allowed
Al-Qaeda “to operate a core facilitation
pipeline through Iran since at least 2009,
enabling AQ to move funds and fighters to
South Asia and Syria,” the official said. The
White House did not immediately respond to
a request for comment.  — Reuters

SAO PAULO: Brazil’s presidential race was
thrown into chaos yesterday with the far-
right front-runner Jair Bolsonaro in serious
but stable condition in an intensive care unit
after being stabbed at a rally, his wound
severe enough that his son said he was
unlikely to be able to return to campaigning
before the Oct 7 vote. Bolsonaro, a congress-
man, was knifed in the stomach while being
carried atop supporters’ shoulders in a street
rally on Thursday and was being treated at a
Sao Paulo hospital. 

A Tweet posted on Bolsonaro’s verified
account said he was “doing well and recuper-
ating.” However, Flavio Bolsonaro, Jair’s son,
said in a video on his verified Facebook page
Friday afternoon that his father was in a
“delicate situation and has trouble speak-
ing.” “He is recuperating and he probably
will not be able to head out into the streets
in this campaign,” said Flavio Bolsonaro. “He
cannot go to the streets, but we can.”

A spokesman for the Bolsonaro campaign
did not immediately return a request for
comment. The attack further clouds Brazil’s
most unpredictable election in three
decades. Corruption investigations have
jailed scores of powerful businessmen and
politicians in recent years, and alienated
infuriated voters. Bolsonaro, 63, has for years
angered many Brazilians with extreme state-
ments, but is also seen by his many support-
ers as a politically incorrect gust of fresh air
in a rotten system.

He has repeatedly said the country’s noto-
riously violent police should increase their
killing of suspected drug gang members and
armed criminals. That plays well with wealthi-
er voters, but is terrifying for the 50 percent
of Brazilians who said in a 2017 Datafolha poll
they feared being victims of police violence.
Surveys consistently give Bolsonaro around
22 percent in simulated first-round votes.
However, those polls find he would badly lose
to most rivals in the likely event of a runoff,
which takes place if no candidate wins a
majority in the first ballot.

Election boost?
Some Bolsonaro backers and analysts,

especially in financial markets, forecast the
attack could give Bolsonaro a huge boost.
They argue it will draw in some of the 28 per-
cent of voters who say they are undecided or
will not vote for anyone. “I just want to send a
message to the thugs who tried to ruin the life
of a family man, a guy who is the hope for
millions of Brazilians: You just elected him
president. He will win in the first round,”
Flavio Bolsonaro, said earlier on Friday. 

Carlos Melo, a political scientist with
Insper, a Sao Paulo business school, said
Bolsonaro may gain some votes. But he
doubted there would be a big shift his way,

especially given that 44 percent of those
surveyed in the latest Ibope poll say they
would never cast a ballot for Bolsonaro, the
stiffest rejection for any candidate.

“I see no reason why voters who have
previously said they reject him would now
automatically support him,” Melo said. The
political scientist thinks that once the com-
motion of the attack passes, voters may
soberly think about the roots of the political
polarization and aggressive rhetoric that has
engulfed Brazil. “Jair Bolsonaro is a symbol
of that process,” Melo said. “Voters may be
awakened to the thought that politicians who
propose loosening gun laws, for example,
end up giving unbridled power to crazy peo-
ple, like the man who carried out the attack
yesterday.” 

Little time
Bolsonaro was stabbed while being carried

on someone’s shoulders in a crowd of cheer-
ing supporters in the city of Juiz de Fora. TV
pictures showed him screaming in pain, then
falling backward into the arms of those
around him. Police video taken at a precinct
showed suspect Adelio Bispo de Oliveira
telling police he had been ordered by God to
carry out the attack. Speaking earlier in an
online video from hospital in Juiz de Fora,
Bolsonaro said the pain of the attack at first
was like being hit by a soccer ball.

“It was intolerable and it seemed like
maybe something worse was happening,” he
said, talking in a weak, raspy voice with a
tube in his nose and monitors beeping near-
by. “I was preparing for this sort of thing.
You run risks.” Bolsonaro was stabilized and
in the intensive care unit at the Einstein hos-
pital in Sao Paulo on Friday. Dr Luiz Henrique
Borsato, who operated on the candidate, said
the internal wounds were “grave” and “put
the patient’s life at risk” but that he was sta-
ble. Doctors were worried about an infection
since Bolsonaro’s intestines were perforated.

Bolsonaro likely needs to spend at least a
week in the hospital. Being unable to cam-
paign any more would seriously damage his
run. Bolsonaro’s tiny coalition has almost no
campaign time on government-regulated can-
didate commercial blocs on television and
radio. He must rely on social media and, until
now, raucous rallies around the country to
drum up support. Running as the law-and-
order candidate, Bolsonaro has positioned
himself as the anti-politician, though he has
spent nearly three decades in Congress.

He has long espoused taking a radical
stance on public security in Brazil, which has
more homicides than any other country,
according to UN statistics, and has openly
praised Brazil’s military dictatorship, which he
has said should have killed more people.
Bolsonaro has stirred controversy with com-
ments denigrating women, gay, black and
indigenous people. During 2016 impeachment
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JUIZ DE FORA: Brazilian right-wing presidential candidate Jair Bolsonaro gestures
after being stabbed in the stomach during a campaign rally in Juiz de Fora, Minas
Gerais State, in southern Brazil. — AFP 
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Rouhani evokes 
Iran-Iraq war 
in call to defy 
US pressure
TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani
evoked memories of the devastating Iran-Iraq
war yesterday to call for unity in the face of
economic hardships and US pressure.

“Today, the government is on the front-
lines. This is an economic, psychological
and propoganda war,” Rouhani said on
state television.

“We had sweet days and we had hard days
during the sacred defence,” he said, using the
official name for the war with Iraq which
claimed up to two million lives between 1980
and 1988. 

“But our nation never backed down. Now,
too, our nation will not bow before the pres-
sure of a new group in the White House.”
Iran’s economy has been battered in recent
months, in part due to Washington’s with-
drawal from the 2015 nuclear deal, which had
lifted sanctions in return for curbs to its
atomic programme. 

Prices are rising and shortages are wide-
spread, while Iran’s currency has lost around

70 percent of its value against the dollar
compared with a year ago. 

Rouhani said that the United States is
pressuring Iran and at the same time calling
for negotiations “every day”. “Which one
should we believe? Your messages, or your
brutal acts? If you want the best for the
Iranian people why are you pressuring
them?”

Rouhani called for unity after weeks of
pressure from both reformist and hardline
factions over his handling of the economic
crisis.“We cannot fight America, the left and

the right at the same time. We cannot fight
on three fronts,” he said. The president also
acknowledged the mounting economic
pressure.

“(Yet) we cannot back down from our
goals because of temporary difficulties.
Remember those (war) days, our heartaches
brought us to eventual victories.”

Rouhani made the remarks during an event
named after Mohammad-Ali Rajai, Iran’s sec-
ond president whose assasination in August
1981 was blamed on the political-militant
group Mojahedin-e Khalq (MEK). —AFP

TEHRAN: A handout picture released on Friday, by the office of Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani (R) shows him greeting Russian President Vladimir Putin (L) in Tehran during their
trilateral meeting as Iran hosted a summit on the Syrian conflict.  — AFP

BERLIN: Masked assailants hurled
rocks and bottles at a Jewish restau-
rant, injuring the owner, in an appar-
ently anti-semitic attack on the side-
lines of a wave of neo-Nazi protest in
an east German city, authorities and
reports said yesterday. 

A spokesman for the regional inte-
rior ministry said “a politically-moti-
vated act with an anti-semitic back-
ground was the most plausible” expla-
nation for the attack in Chemnitz, late
last month. The city has been con-
vulsed by violent far-right, anti-immi-
gration demonstrations since the
killing of a German man, allegedly by
asylum-seekers, on the last weekend
of August. Police in Saxony confirmed
to the newspaper Die Welt that they
had received a complaint of the attack
on the “Schalom” restaurant on the
sidelines of the demonstrations. A mob

of around a dozen people, wearing
black with their faces covered hurled
rocks, bottles and a metal pipe at the
restaurant on August 27, according to
reports in Die Welt and the Freie
Presse newspaper. 

Owner Uwe Dziuballa suffered an
injury to the shoulder during the
attack, the reports said. The restaurant,
which was opened in 2000, has been
attacked several times before. The
Chemnitz knife attack is the latest in a
series of violent crimes by refugees
that have garnered massive media
attention and stoked anger at German
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s decision to
allow in more than one million migrants
and refugees since 2015. 

Far-right groups and thousands of
local citizens have taken to the streets
since the stabbing, with some seen
flashing the illegal Nazi salute. — AFP

Jewish restaurant attacked
amid German protests

proceedings against former leftist
President Dilma Rousseff, who was jailed
and tortured during Brazil’s military dic-
tatorship in the 1970s, Bolsonaro dedi-
cated his vote to the colonel in charge of
the prison where she was jailed for three
years and tortured.

In 2003, Bolsonaro pushed a con-
gresswoman and told her: “I would never
rape you because you do not deserve it.”
He repeated the comment in 2014 in the
chamber and as a result is facing trial for
inciting rape. Bolsonaro has called the
charges politically motivated. —Reuters


