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Union offers health
assurance for PAM
staff in three packages
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower’s
Workers Union signed a memorandum of coopera-
tion with the National Life and General Insurance
Company, in order to provide health assurance for
workers at all hospitals and private clinics contract-
ed with the company in Gulf Cooperation Council
and East Asian countries.

Secretary General of the labor union Khaled Al-
Matroud explained that the insurance guarantee
incentives for Public Authority for Manpower (PAM)
workers and their families are available for monthly
installments and come in three packages: The first is
valued at KD 10,000 and available for KD 270 with
a monthly payment of KD 23, the second valued at
KD 5,000 and available for KD 204 with a monthly
payment of KD 17, and the third valued at KD 3,000
and available for KD 180 with a monthly payment of
KD 15. Matroud said the service is not limited to
union members, but is also available for all PAM
employees, adding that the optional service covers
most diseases including chronic ones, vision, obstet-
rics, dental and all types of radiation.

Ashort video was posted on social media in
Kuwait on September 4, 2018 for the
director of Public Authority for Roads and

Transportation, in which he said that authority
officials are thinking of imposing fees on the use
of some roads in the country, and explained the
reasons behind this action.

These comments had sparked heated debates
between supporters and opponents of such an
idea. Some people scoffed it off, believing that
there are many streets in Kuwait which need
comprehensive maintenance, while means of
public transportation need to be overhauled; two
issues that should be given priority ahead of
applying the toll roads concept.

In 2014, the National Assembly approved the
establishment of the Public Authority for Roads
and Transportation. The new state department
was given wide powers to regulate transporta-
tion and all means of road transport; from private
vehicles, bicycles, taxis, buses or other modern
means of transport, to the intelligent transport
system, which allows the use of modern tech-
nologies to improve the management and devel-
opment of the transport system. The law also
added the ‘sustainable transport’, which is a con-
cept of transportation that is economically,
socially, and environmentally safe.

The law granted the authority the right and
power to consider these subjects and more. I
believe that the existence of an independent
roads’ authority is good, but it is necessary to
consider what it can offer to the drivers and the
transport system, and made developments based
on studies and research that benefit the society
as a whole.

One of the authority’s tasks is to look find
solutions to the traffic congestion problems and
find more guarantees for safety of roads in order
to reduce the economic, social, environmental
and security costs of accidents and accompany-
ing deaths, injuries and material losses.

I believe that transportation in Kuwait,
whether public or private, need a new way of
organizing and full maintenance. For example, the
increasing number of roundabouts makes the
roads appear narrower for motorists, and I do
not know the purpose of building them in such
high number. Such roundabouts should be abol-
ished and replaced with intersections and traffic
signals. For example, try to enter the passports’
roundabout at rush hour, such as 2:00 pm, and
you will find yourself in a frightening challenge.

Before thinking of placing tolls on any streets,
I wish that officials would first consider the
development and maintenance of current roads. I
do not mean just building more pedestrian
bridges, but I mean real and safe maintenance.
An example of this is the absence of specific
parking spaces for taxi drivers. This constitutes a
danger to the street users, who face constant
risks when taxi drivers stop as they wish any-
where. Some buses do the same now, as they can
sometimes be seen stopping anywhere on the
road without sticking to bus stops designated for
their routes.

Dubai does charge fees on some roads, but
the difference between Dubai and Kuwait is huge
and clear. In Dubai for example, the streets con-
tinuously undergo maintenance, and you don’t
have small gravels flying around and cracking
vehicle windshields there!

The Deputy Chairman of the Public Authority
for Roads and Transportation, Engineer Saud Al-
Naqi, had a previous statement a few months
ago, saying that there was no study or decision
taken regarding the imposition of fees on the use
of certain roads in the country.

Naqi said in a press statement that before the
authority puts charges on the use of roads, the
roads must first be improved to justify the rea-
sons for imposing the tolls. He pointed out that
such action requires extensive studies, in addi-
tion to making sure that several alternatives exist
for toll roads. 

I know that the law grants the Public Authority
for Roads and Transportation the right to consid-
er all matters relating to organizing roads, but I
believe that it must be done in an acceptable and
appropriate manner. I do recall the time when the
price of gasoline was about to be raised. It was
said at the time that it will limit the number of
young people aimlessly roaming the streets, and
thus reduce congestions. Well, it was a wrong
idea as the congestions continue.

I believe that claims for fees are offset by
services for drivers, and I hope that in exchange
for such ideas, the driver will know what their
rights are. I hope more studies are implemented
on the status of roads before putting any ideas
publicly.

No fees on roads

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  
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local spotlight By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: The Relations and Security Information
Department at the Interior Ministry released a state-
ment commenting on a video clip that circulated on
social media and allegedly showed a concrete mixer
truck driver unloading leftovers on the side of a main
road. Environment police acted and arrested the driver,
took him to the police station where he was charged
and sentenced to administrative deportation. A citation
was also issued to the company that owns the truck.

Reckless driver arrested
Meanwhile, the Relations and Security Information

Department commented on a video clip that was also
posted on social media and allegedly showed a reck-
less driver who attacked police. In its statement, the
ministry noted that on Friday, a vehicle was spotted
deliberately obstructing traf-
fic, and it was carrying a dog
that was seen sticking its
head out of the window.
When the driver was asked to
pull over, she refused and
drove recklessly until she was
forced stopped at Abdullah
Al-Salem. She refused to
hand police her license and
registrations, then sped off to
an unknown location.
Policemen did not chase her
in order to protect motorists’ lives and property, and
instead noted down the license plate number. The
woman later posted a video on social media, in which
she insulted police. The woman will be charged with
obstructing traffic, failure to heed to police orders,
escaping from police and recklessness, the interior
ministry said in its statement.

Drug dealer caught
Criminal detectives arrested an American man in

Jabriya and found seven kilograms of marijuana, five
grams of cocaine, a pistol with 24 rounds, along with
KD 14,000 in cash inside his house. The suspect
admitted that the money found in his place were col-
lected from selling drugs in only one month. He also
confessed that he sold five kilograms of drugs out of 12
he had managed to smuggle into the country.
Authorities moved after receiving tips about the sus-

pect’s activity, and that he met with individuals who
had criminal record related to drugs. The suspect was
arrested a few days after his compatriot was caught
inside his Mahboulah apartment for drug trafficking. 

Smuggling foiled
A citizen was arrested upon his arrival from Europe

as he had marijuana on him. customs officers found the
drugs inside a pack of cigarettes the passenger was
carrying, so he was arrested and taken to Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh police station for further action. 

Shuwaikh crackdown
Scores of violators and fugitives were arrested dur-

ing a recent crackdown in Shuwaikh. Among the
detainees were people reported absconding, in addi-
tion to others who failed to produce valid IDs or held
expired residency permits. The detainees were taken

to the proper authorities for
further action.

Accidents
A Japanese-made vehicle

collided with three others and
mounted them in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. No injuries were
reported. Meanwhile a four-
car accident on Forth Ring
Road left one man injured,
and he was taken to hospital
where his condition was

described as stable.

Bootlegger caught
Ahmadi police arrested an Asian man in Mahboula

for selling alcoholic drinks. Patrol officers noticed a
vehicle whose driver tried to escape when he saw
police, so he was pulled over and liquor bottles were
found in his car. He was sent to concerned authorities.

Cops cited for smoking
Environment Public Authority and environment

police noticed two policemen were smoking in the
reception area of Shamiya police station. Citations
were issued to the smokers, and to the officer who
allowed them to smoke. They were also cited for having
ashtrays inside the police station. The two policemen
and officer were referred to concerned authorities for
violating environment law 56/2014 and its amendments. 

False alarm
A woman called police saying that her boyfriend

kidnapped her, but when officers went to her location,
they discovered that she had voluntarily accompanied
him and was intoxicated when she made the call.
Police found cash with the Jordanian woman and her
Kuwaiti boyfriend, which officers suspect they had
stolen. The two were sent to concerned authorities for
further action.

Truck driver deported for dumping
leftovers on side of the road

Reckless driver obstructed traffic, insulted police

Scores arrested
in Shuwaikh

crackdown

KUWAIT: This photo released by the Interior Ministry yesterday
shows a screengrap from a video clip allegedly posted by a sus-
pect who was arrested for reckless driving and insulting police.

Retroactive payment
for national labor
allowance cancelled
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The cabinet amended the conditions for
payment of national labor support allowances for
Kuwaitis working in the private sector. As per the
amendment, the payment starts from the date of a
worker’s application at the Public Authority for
Manpower (PAM), instead of retroactively starting from
the trial period as currently done.

The decision, which His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah issued in
August, also changed the conditions that must be avail-
able for candidates carrying intermediate school
degrees and lesser qualifications, who are now required
to enroll in courses over a certain period before apply-
ing for a job.

For those who have high school degrees, the decision
said they must enroll in a one-year course, and two years

for those with below intermediate certificates, excluding
those with experience in the private sector for periods
that are equal to the required courses.

8,968 candidates
The Civil Service Commission’s automated employ-

ment system saw 8,968 citizens registering for a public
sector job since registration for stage 64 was started in
April 24, 2018, and ran through September 7, 2018.
Statistics showed that 303 men and 5,665 women have
registered, 2731 of whom are Kuwait University gradu-
ates and 4,547 graudated from the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training.

Treatment costs
Actress Amal Abbas is preparing to travel to Jaslok hos-

pital in India, as businessman Bader Al-Otaibi said he
would pay all of her travel and treatment expenses there.
Abbas said that she was called by representatives of Bader
Al-Otaibi, who told her that he would take care of all costs.

Bedoon students 
The Education Ministry is considering the possibility of

accepting bedoon students who are children of military
personal in public schools that belong to Jahra education
zone. Concerned authorities are studying student concen-

trations in schools belonging to the Jahra education zone.
Meanwhile, educational sources said that Public Education
Sector asked for statistics about schools and student con-
centration in residential areas. Sources said Jahra
Education Zone began accepting bedoon students who are
grandchildren of Kuwaiti women, adding that it is expected
to have a decision to start accepting bedoon students
according to the decision issued by former education min-
ister Dr Bader Al-Essa.

Jleeb Co-op
The state properties department of the Finance

Ministry asked Kuwait Municipality to halt all proce-
dures in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh Co-operative Society, until
it receives another letter stating that they can com-
plete their procedures. The department’s director
Riyadh Al-Saad said the co-op was called several
times to pay the money it owes for the fiscal year
2018-2019, but it did not.

Meanwhile, the supplies department at the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry said that holders of subsidized
supplies’ cards from Jleeb co-op have been transferred
to branches of Sabah Al-Nasser co-op starting Saturday,
until the dues are paid. Those who go to Al-Rehab co-op
were referred to Ishbelia co-op because of violations of
storage, safety and cleanliness conditions.

Exhibition encourages
values of environment
protection
KUWAIT: Chairman of the
Board and Director
General of the Environment
Public Authority (EPA)
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said
that the patronage of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah of the ‘Clean and
Green Environment’ exhi-
bition and forum reflects
his interest in making the
environment a national pri-
ority, and represents what
the issue presents in the form of challenges at all levels.

Sheikh Abdullah underlined the importance of the
forum, saying that it encourages environment protec-
tion and backs plans and projects related to greenery
and protecting the environment in order to achieve the
sustainable development and protection of resources.

Sheikh Abdullah further indicated that the forum
comes as part of the authority’s programs that aim to
enhance environmental knowledge for all society’s
members, and encourage them to work towards pro-
tecting the environment. The exhibition will be organ-
ized by the Leaders Group on the 2nd and 3rd of
October, 2018.

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Sabah

Kuwait looks forward
to Human Rights
Council session
GENEVA: Kuwait is looking
forward to the 39th session
of the UN Human Rights
Council, said Kuwaiti
Permanent Representative to
UN headquarters in Geneva
Ambassador Jamal Al-
Ghunaim yesterday. This
session, which will begin
tomorrow and last three
weeks, holds important dis-
cussions on the situations in
Yemen, Syria, Palestine,
Sudan and Libya.

Ghunaim stated that the
39th session was also important as it was the first session
of the new human rights commissioner Michelle
Bachelet. He noted that Kuwait has already expressed its
support for the High Commissioner in a written letter
addressed to her by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
praising the constructive cooperation between Kuwait
and the Commission in all fields. The Kuwaiti
Ambassador pointed out that the 39th session of the
council will review 58 specialized reports on various
human rights issues, including the periodic update of the
Commission of Inquiry into human rights violations in
Syria. —KUNA

Jamal Al-Ghunaim


