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Kuwait’s Deputy FM calls for
de-escalating situation in Idlib

Kuwait hopes int’l efforts avert humanitarian catastrophe
NEW YORK: Kuwait urged all parties in the Syrian crisis
to abide by the de-escalation agreement in Idlib in hopes
to avoid any further violence and loss of human lives, a
top Kuwaiti diplomat said Friday. In his speech to the
United Nations Security Council briefing on the situation
in the Middle East (Syria - Idlib), Deputy Foreign
Minister of Kuwait Khaled Al-Jarallah said — on behalf
of the Syria humanitarian penholders, Kuwait and
Sweden — that the meeting of the Security Council was
taking place at a very critical time for Syria.

Alarming reports are amassing of a possible military
escalation in Idlib province at the same time when inter-
national aid agencies are preparing to provide further
aid, said Jarallah. “The situation in Idlib is different from
Aleppo, Eastern Ghouta and Daraa. Idlib is home to
nearly 3 million people - half of them internally dis-
placed - and there are thousands of terrorist elements,”
said Jarallah, adding that “Large-scale military opera-
tions, if they take place, will be disastrous and their
humanitarian consequences will be dire for the inhabi-
tants if no arrangements are reached between the par-
ties concerned.”

“If this escalation occurs, where will these innocent
civilians go to avoid artillery and air bombardments to
survive - them and their families?,” he asked. “What is
known to us now is that there is no safe place for them to
resort to.” He urged all parties to abide by the de-esca-
lation agreement in Idlib and called for vital steps to
avoid more violence. “We also share with the United
Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, his appeal
to the Government of Syria and all parties to exercise
restraint and to prioritize the protection of civilians; as
well as his call on the Astana guarantors to step up
efforts to find a peaceful solution to the situation in
Idlib.” “We refer here to the summit of the Astana guar-
antors, and we expect them to respect relevant Security
Council resolution and ensure that their own de-escala-
tion agreement in Idlib is respected,” Jarallah noted. “We
stress the importance of giving diplomatic efforts more
time, attention and redoubling these efforts by all to
avoid more bloodshed. The images of death and destruc-
tion from Aleppo and Eastern Ghouta still remain in our
mind. The Syrian people have suffered enough. The
exposure to flagrant violations of international humani-
tarian law and international human rights law over the
past years without any accountability is enough.” He
went on saying that military attacks against terrorist
groups, as designated by the UNSC Council, “did not in
relieve any party to the conflict from obligations under
international law, including complying with the principles
of distinction, proportionality and precaution and pro-
tecting civilians and civilian objects.”

“Even wars have rules to be observed. Let us remem-
ber that innocent civilians — children, women and the
elder — make up the vast majority of the population in
Idlib, not terrorists,” Jarallah affirmed. The Kuwaiti diplo-
mat commended the distribution of humanitarian sup-
plies by OCHA and partners in preparation for a disaster
in Idlib.

“We urge donors to step up their contributions to the
humanitarian response and call on all parties to allow
and facilitate rapid, safe and sustained humanitarian
access to those in need. In this context, the cross-border
assistance modality is a vital part of the humanitarian
response in Syria. Millions of Syrians depend on the
modality, not least close to two million people in Idlib
and neighboring areas. There is no doubt that these

needs will be exacerbated in the event of any military
operation.”

“The reports coming in are concerning and we remind
all parties of their responsibilities under international
humanitarian law to protect civilians and civilian infra-
structure,” Jarallah stressed. “The systematic attacks
against civilian areas in Idlib province and beyond,
including schools, hospitals and medical facilities, must
cease immediately. Humanitarian and medical personnel
must be protected in line with international humanitarian
law. In this regard, we reaffirm the need to respect
Security Council resolutions, including resolution 2401,
submitted by Kuwait and Sweden in February this year,
calling for a cessation of hostilities without delay and the
delivery of humanitarian aid; resolution 2286 on the pro-
tection of hospitals and personnel; and resolution 2427
on children and armed conflict. Resolutions that are not
implemented on the ground have no value. We also reject
impunity and stress the need for accountability and
renew our support for the Commission of Inquiry and
the IIIM.”

Jarallah affirmed that “The Security Council has a
humanitarian, moral and legal responsibility towards the
population of Idlib, and this Council must seek meaning-
ful preventative action.” “The series of meetings of the
Council on Syria in general and Idlib specifically this
week, including our meeting, are critical to this end,” he
said. “We appreciate and support Staffan de Mistura’s
efforts in Idlib and in all of Syria. We reaffirm that the
best way to reach a sustainable solution to the Syrian
crisis and end the humanitarian catastrophe in Idlib in
particular remains an UN-facilitated political solution in
accordance with resolution 2254 and the 2012 Geneva
Communique.”

“Kuwait and Sweden will do their utmost to push the
Security Council to explore all meaningful options and to
ensure that the Council closely follows the developments
in Idlib,” said Jarallah. He added that “As penholders and
significant donors to the humanitarian response to Syria,
Kuwait and Sweden will continue their role to alleviate
the suffering of the Syrian people and to ensure that the
Security Council upholds its responsibilities in accor-
dance with the Charter of the United Nations.”

Humanitarian catastrophe 
Meanwhile, Jarallah hoped that international efforts

would succeed in defusing escalation in Idlib, thus pre-
vent a humanitarian disaster. Speaking after the UN
Security Council session on Syria, Jarallah said Kuwait
and Sweden would continue highlighting UNSC’s role to
saving the Syrian people from a disaster providing mili-
tary confrontations took place in Idlib. “We have listened
attentively to the Security Council’s deliberations ... over
this sensitive and humanitarian issue,” he said. Jarallah
said the whole world was closely following the situation in
Idlib and possible military confrontations between the
Syrian regime and armed men in the city. “The interna-
tional community is gravely concerned over this escala-
tion specially regarding the humanitarian conditions of
the Syrian people in Idlib, which is home to more than
three million Syrian citizens, most of them are children,
elderly and women,” he said. Kuwait and Sweden, said
Jarallah, acted and pushed for discussing the humanitari-
an situation in Syria, and the importance of the UN
humanitarian office’s (UN OCHA) role in Idlib. Jarallah
hoped the deliberations would contain the situation in
Idlib, assisted by an outcome of a summit between

Iranian, Russian and Turkish leaders in Tehran. UN
Secretary General special envoy to Syria Staffan de
Mistura briefed the council about the situation in Syria,
said Jarallah, “and the situation is gloomy in the country.”

Resolving the situation 
Kuwait had also urged the UN Security Council to

join efforts and overcome differences and divisions
amongst members to end crimes against the violence in
Idlib and Syria in general. The issue was brought up in
Kuwait’s speech during the Security Council session on
the case of chemical use in Syria, which was presented
by its Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi on Thursday.

Otaibi reiterated contentment on the demolishing of
the last two chemical facilities in Syria, which stacked up
the number of facilities destroyed to 27, a major step in
executing resolution 2118. Otaibi also welcomed the
Tripartite Memorandum that allows for the Organization
of Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and its
officials to work in Syria.

“Although there has been significant progress, in this
case, there is a discrepancy in the details of the chemical
program that was announced by the Syrian government
and we hope the answers given by the Syrian
Government in response to the Director-General of the
OPCW inquiries, will help in overcoming any disparity in
information on the chemical program in Syria,” said
Otaibi, as he urged the Syrian authorities to cooperate
with the OPCW fully.

Otaibi added that the Security Council is unable to
carry out its responsibilities on the case of chemical use
in Syria because it lacks the mechanisms to identify the
responsible parties who are using the chemical weapons
in Syria through a joint investigation due to the divisions
in the stand of its members. In the face of this reality,
many of the nation members including Kuwait are
resorting to another international forum to take its place,
which is the OPCW, said Otaibi. He also mentioned the
session that was held at the Hague in which the organi-
zation decided on the mandate to identify the parties
responsible for crimes using chemical weapons, as he
looks forward to the necessary training the Organization
will need to obtain to take on this responsibility. Otaibi
was very supportive of a fact-finding mission and
praised the task and its professionalism while assuring
the need for cooperation and the necessary security and

protection to create a safe environment for them. He was
hopeful of what was to come in the near future including
the investigations on the incident of Douma last April,
reiterating Kuwait’s principled stance on the use of
chemical weapons at any time and place and under any
circumstances, as a grave violation of international law,
with an emphasis on the accountability of those respon-
sible for such use, whether they were individuals, entities
or groups other than the states or governments. He
added on the situation Idlib saying, “our meeting comes
at an exact time as it coincides with the reports and
increasing indications of an imminent military escalation
in the province of Idlib, which is inhabited by nearly
three million people, half of whom are internally dis-
placed.” “We are concerned about the possibility of
chemical weapons use again in Syria and repeating the
crime of Khan Sheikhan, but this time in Idlib,” he said.

Otaibi stressed that any use of chemical weapons is
unacceptable, as the Syrian people have suffered for
eight years the worst form of human violations, including
the use of chemical weapons. He expressed his hope that
the summit of the guarantors, Astana will prevent a
humanitarian disaster in Idlib to protect civilians and
facilitate for humanitarian assistance to the needy in
compliance with the resolution of the Security Council
and international humanitarian law.— KUNA

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait reiterated its support
for the United Kingdom in whatever measures taken
regarding the poisoning incident in Salisbury on March
4. Speaking before a UN Security Council session on
the matter, Kuwait Permanent Representative to the UN
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi said UK Delegate to
the UN Karen Pierce have detailed the Council with
latest developments as part of the ongoing investiga-
tion of the ‘Salisbury Nerve Agent Attack’, which so far
resulted in identifying a number of suspects.

Ambassador Otaibi lauded the investigation’s “pro-
fessionalism and inclusivity.” The State of Kuwait is
firmly against proliferation, production and storing of
chemical weapons and denounces any use or threat to
use such weapons, whether directly or indirectly what-
ever the justifications might be, Otaibi stressed. Sergei
Skripal, a former Russian military officer and double
agent for the UK’s intelligence services, and his daugh-
ter Yulia were poisoned in Salisbury, England, with a
Novichok nerve agent, according to official UK sources
and the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons.

Haiti efforts
Meanwhile, Kuwait praised the UN Mission for

Justice Support in Haiti (UNMIH) for its efforts over the
past years to promote security, stability and long-term
sustainable development by supporting the
Government’s efforts to strengthen the rule of law. “We
have followed the speech of President Moise following
the wave of protests and violence that hit many areas
after the cancellation of all government subsidies on
fuel prices. This speech brought with it many reforms
and political initiatives that led to a drop in level of ten-
sion,” Otaibi said in a speech delivered on Thursday
evening. This comes through accepting the resignation
of the national government and calling for national con-
sultations with all political parties to form a new gov-

ernment to fight all forms of corruption and promote
the economy, he added.

Otaibi praised the efforts of Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary-General Mamadou
Diallo and his good attempts in cooperation with the
diplomatic community to support strengthening the
rule of law and stability in Haiti, welcoming the
appointment of Prime Minister John Henry. He
expressed hope that the government of Prime Minister
Henry would gain the confidence of parliament and take
the necessary steps to achieve the priorities and
reforms required in various fields.

Otaibi welcomed the remarkable improvement in the
decrease in registered crime rates, calling on the
Haitian National Authorities to make the most of the
expertise of the UN Mission for Justice in this field. He
called for the development and upgrading of the
national police force to maintain Haiti’s progress in the
fields of security and stability. On the humanitarian side,
Otaibi noted that the overall situation in Haiti, despite
the recent developments, remained fragile and required
more cooperation between all people from the national
government, civil society organizations and the private
sector on the one hand and the UN and donor coun-
tries on the other. He stressed that this cooperation
contributes to the fact that Haiti is crossing this very
delicate stage in its modern history, as there is still time
to work hard to achieve political stability and sustain-
able development. — KUNA
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NEW YORK: Deputy Foreign Minister of Kuwait
Khaled Al-Jarallah addresses the United Nations
Security Council on behalf of the Syria humani-
tarian penholders, Kuwait and Sweden. — KUNA


