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PARIS: France star Antoine Griez-
mann insists he deserves to be on the
podium for this year’s Ballon d’Or
after winning the World Cup and
major silverware with Atletico
Madrid. Griezmann came third in
2016 in the voting behind Cristiano
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi for the
most prestigious individual award in
football, despite not winning any-
thing. That year was agonizing for the
forward as he lost the Euro 2016 final
with France and the Champions
League final with Atletico. 

But this season fortune has smiled
on Griezmann, who starred in
France’s triumphant World Cup win-
ning campaign in Russia after an im-
pressive year at Atletico, who won
the Europa League and UEFA Super
Cup. “Comparing 2016 and this year,
for me I have to be in the top three,”
the 27-year-old told French sports
daily L’Equipe. “In 2016, I lost two fi-
nals and was in the top three. This
time I have won three finals.” Asked
if not winning it would be unfair,
Griezmann replied: “Not unfair, but I
would wonder what more I could do.
I have won three trophies, stood out
at decisive moments, but it is not me
who votes.”

Ronaldo and Messi have domi-
nated the Ballon d’Or over the last
decade and the Portuguese superstar
will be a contender again this year
after winning the Champions League
with Real Madrid. But Griezmann,
who rejected a move to join Messi at
Barcelona in the close season, admits
ending their stranglehold over the

award would be special. “I think
about it, especially the closer I get to
it. The Ballon d’Or is a prestigious
award, and it is the highest you can
go as a player. There are trophies in
your league, in the World Cup, the
Euro, but it’s not the same,” he said.

However, there are signs that
Griezmann’s glorious 2018 on the
field might not be enough. UEFA gave
their award for the best player of last
season to Luka Modric, skipper of
the Croatia side that reached the
World Cup final and a Champions
League winner with Real. And Griez-
mann was omitted, along with the rest
of his France team-mates, from the
final three nominees for FIFA’s player
of the year award. The finalists for
that prize are Modric, Ronaldo and
Mohamed Salah, the same three who
made up the podium for UEFA’s
award.

Asked about the FIFA snub,
Griezmann replied that “it’s bizarre,
and a shame. It is a trophy given out
by FIFA, isn’t it? “And the World Cup
is organized by FIFA, right? We win
the World Cup, and there is no French
player there. That is their choice but
it is surprising that there is no world
champion.” The Ballon d’Or award
was run jointly by FIFA and magazine
France Football until the end of 2016,
since when world football’s governing
body have reverted to giving out their
own prize. While a panel of support-
ers, national team captains, coaches
and journalists vote for the FIFA
award, only journalists vote for the
Ballon d’Or.— AFP 
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Ambitious China 
turn to Hiddink 
to fulfill Olympic
hopes
SHANGHAI: Highly respected Dutch coach Guus Hid-
dink looks poised to take on a leading role in China’s ag-
gressive push to finally become a force in international
football. The 71-year-old was pictured this week-glasses
perched on his nose and taking notes-watching China’s
under-21 side beat Myanmar 1-0 at home, amid reports
that he is set to be formally appointed coach to lead the
team into the Tokyo Olympics in 2020. When confirmed
by the Chinese Football Association (CFA), the former
Dutch national team manager will join another well-
known veteran, the Italian World Cup winner Marcello
Lippi, in China’s coaching set-up.

The 70-year-old Lippi has been in charge of the senior
side since 2016 and overseen a steady improvement, al-
though China still failed to reach the World Cup in Russia
and languish at 75th in the FIFA rankings. “Although the
Chinese Football Association has not officially announced
it, the famous coach Hiddink has begun to enter the role
of head coach,” the state Xinhua news agency said, noting
that he remained in the stands during the under-21s’ win
over Myanmar on Tuesday. Soccer News said that Hid-
dink-whose last job was a caretaker spell at Chelsea in
2015-2016 - met the players before the game.

The Dutchman will be paid just less than four million
euros ($4.7 million) a year after tax, Chinese media have
said. He is being brought in as the Tokyo 2020 Games loom
into view and as the Chinese government pushes an am-
bitious agenda to ramp up football from grassroots all the
way to the senior team. Like Lippi, Hiddink comes with a
wealth of experience at club and international level. In ad-
dition to his two emergency stints at Chelsea, he also
coached Real Madrid, PSV Eindhoven and Valencia,
among others. Hiddink is perhaps best known for inspiring
co-hosts South Korea to a shock semi-final spot at the
2002 World Cup. — AFP 

MUNICH: France’s forward Antoine Griezmann kicks the ball during a training session in Munich, southern
Germany. — AFP 

Beckham team to be 
known as ‘Inter Miami’
MIAMI: David Beckham’s new Major League Soccer franchise will be
known as Inter Miami, it was confirmed Wednesday. A statement said Beck-
ham’s team, which is due to join the league in 2020, would be officially
named Club Internacional de Futbol Miami. The name, which mirrors Serie
A giants Inter Milan, was chosen to reflect Miami’s status as a “truly global
location that welcomes and embraces all cultures and communities.” 

“This is such a proud day for myself and for the entire team,” Beckham
said. “It’s an honor to announce the new name and crest to our fans,” added
Beckham, Miami MLS Owner and President of Football Operations. “We
are taking another important step in establishing our club and today marks
an important moment in the history of Club Internacional de Futbol Miami.”

Inter Miami’s black and pink club crest features two herons standing
back to back set against the backdrop of an eclipse. The club’s motto -
“Libertas, Unitas, Fortuna” - pays tribute to concepts of freedom, unity, sol-
idarity, inclusiveness, opportunity and good fortune for all, the club said.
“Our city and our fans draw their strength from the dreams of a global pop-
ulation that calls Miami home,” said Miami MLS Managing Owner Jorge
Mas. “It is only fitting that our name pays tribute to the inclusiveness that
makes us who we are. — AFP


