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ploring at night - take a torch and watch where you step to avoid
injury or damaging anything.

Island life
There are a number of villages dotted around the island, home

to Little Liuchiu’s laid-back residents, many of whom work in
tourism or traditional fishing industries. In recent years, the island
has become known for aquafarming, and locals can be seen tend-
ing to large oyster cages off the island’s west coast. A lack of rivers
on the island makes agriculture difficult, so residents have tradi-
tionally depended on the sea for their livelihood - often a daily
struggle to make a living. Liuchiu is dotted with dozens of temples.
The large number (estimates vary between 35-80) is testament
to locals’ faith in the protection of their gods, to whom they pray
for good weather and advice on anything from building a new
fishing boat or house. 

One of the largest and most important of these is Biyun Temple,
located at the centre of the island. Dedicated to Guanyin, the Chi-
nese Buddhist goddess of mercy, the current ornately decorated
building dates from the 1950s, although the site has had a temple
on it since the early 1700s. Worshippers come to give offerings
for weddings, funerals and profitable fish harvests. 

On Guanyin’s birthday - the 19th day of the second lunar month
(around the end of March each year) - the temple is the focus of
raucous celebration amongst islanders. Throughout the year, the
various temples stage loud operas, performed on mobile stages
on the backs of lorries. The distinctive sounds of Taiwanese opera
singing fill the warm evening air, entertaining locals with their
bawdy stories of love, loss and adventure.

Make it happen
Boats leave from Donggang harbor (around an hour from

downtown Kaohsiung by bus) throughout the day, from 7am until
around 6.45pm. The last boat back from Liuchiu is at 6pm. Sailings
are operated by a number of private companies, but ticket prices
are the same for all of them, and there’s little difference in the serv-
ice. Once you’ve arrived into Liuchiu’s Baisha Tourist Harbor, it’s
easy to find accommodation in one of the island’s many guest-
houses. Touts flock to the harbor as boats come in, advertising
places to stay, so ask around for a room and haggle on price. Most
of the guesthouses are centered in the pretty harbor area, where
there are also abundant restaurants serving local seafood, as well
as a helpful visitor centre that provides maps of the island.

Alternatively, there is a well-equipped campsite, Samaji Resort,
on the island’s west coast, where you can hire camping equipment
or use your own. Some visitors choose to wild camp at spots
around the island, although this is technically forbidden.

Getting around Liuchiu
It’s easy to hire scooters from one of the many shops near the

tourist harbor. This is by far the best and most common way to

get around the island, where there are few cars and no buses. Be
sure to have your drivers’ license with you. You can also bring a
bicycle across on the ferry. There are a few large hills to navigate,
but generally the roads are well maintained and quiet. However
you travel be sure to keep a look out for and protect crabs at-
tempting to cross the roads as they seek out food and places to
breed - signs around the island remind you to slow down at key
crab-crossing areas.

Temples on Little Liuchiu put on regular Chinese operas to entertain locals.The waters around Vase Rock are the most popular place for snorkeling.

Pink skunk clownfish and sea anemone are amongst Little Liuchiu’s rich marine life.


