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masks, wetsuits and life jackets.
Most people focus their snorkeling activities on the waters

around Vase Rock, a well-known landmark at the island’s northern
point. During peak season and at weekends, the waters around
here are likely to be crowded, so it pays to seek out other snor-
keling spots. The coast between the Dafu fishing harbor and the
Houshi Fringing Reef, on the island’s southeastern side, has fewer
rocks to scramble over, as well as deeper waters that aren’t suit-
able for less experienced swimmers (and therefore deter the
crowds). Look out for others parked up at the roadside for entry
points into the water. Wherever you snorkel, you’re likely to en-
counter one or more of Little Liuchiu’s largest water-bound res-
idents: huge green sea turtles, some of which can measure more
than a meter in length and weigh in at 200 kilograms.

Thanks to the island’s diverse and protected ecosystem, it’s es-
timated that more than 100 of these gentle giants live in its waters,
happily feeding on the plants and animals that inhabit the reefs.
They also breed here, with adult females coming ashore to nest
during summer months. While these magnificent animals are re-
markably calm around humans, giving you a unique, up-close look
at their underwater grace and beauty, care should be taken not to
touch them or other marine life. 

While most locals are extremely proud of the turtles and par-
ticipate in activities to protect them and their habitat, you should
never go with a guide who feeds the turtles or encourages any
physical interaction with them. It’s also important to never touch
or disturb the delicate reefs, which provide the important ecosys-
tem for all marine life here.

Liuchiu’s beautiful beaches
Little Liuchiu has a number of shell-sand beaches nestled

amongst the eroded reef rock that makes up most of the coast.
Geban Bay is a 100m stretch of sand, fringed by green forests and
undisturbed by development. Located on the island’s western side,
it’s a fabulous point from which to watch the sun setting over the
clear, blue waters.

Elsewhere, Zhongao Beach, to the west of the island’s Baisha
tourist harbor, is nestled in a gentle bay that’s perfect for swim-
ming and relaxing. It is also one of the key beaches for breeding
sea turtles. Between May and October each year, the beach and

intertidal zone are closed overnight to avoid disturbing nesting
creatures.

The beaches and rock pools on the island’s southeastern tip is
the best places to witness the shimmers of bioluminescent algae,

visible only at low tide in the middle of the night. Exploring this
area at night also reveals a myriad of animal life not seen during
daylight hours, including strange-looking sea cucumbers, purple-
ink-squirting sea hares and shy hermit crabs. Take care when ex-

Snorkellers can often spot gentle sea turtles swimming in the shallows off Little Liuchiu.

The stretch of beach at Geban Bay is one of Little Liuchiu’s best beaches.


