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One of Australia’s most well-known pubs, located in the
country’s remote outback thousands of miles from
major cities, is on the market for the first time in

decades and attracting local and international interest. The
134-year-old Birdsville Hotel is the sole watering hole for the
town of Birdsville-population: 140 — and having a drink there
has become a must-do for the tourists who make the trek to
the town for its centuries-old annual horse races and thriving
music festival. 

Owner David Brook-whose family has lived in Birdsville
since the late 1880s-said the property agents told him there
had been “interest from afar” by people wanting to invest in
or manage the pub, which is more than 600 kilometers from
the nearest big town.  For Brook, who bought the pub in 1979,
and whose grandmother owned the hotel between 1920-46,
the pub’s isolation is its chief selling point.  “When you ex-
plain to them that you can have a (race) meeting and get
6,000 and have a music festival... and get 9,000 for the week-
end in a town where there’s only one pub, you can work out
that it’s not a bad business,” he said. 

The pub, with its sandstone walls, dusty cowboy hats
hanging from the ceiling and country music blasting from
speakers, is being marketed as “a true Aussie icon” where
“everyone wants to say they’ve had a drink”.  The tavern has
27 guest rooms, and includes an aviation fuel supply business
with small planes and helicopters carrying tourists taking off
and landing just across the road.

While other pubs around Australia have modernized and
added gambling machines to boost income, Brook has kept
the decor simple and focused on offering good service and
food. More recently, Birdsville has been boosted by the Big
Red Bash, a three-day music festival in the Simpson Desert
held annually since 2013 and known as the “most remote con-
cert on the planet”. “I hope that it can be kept as just a mod-
est, good business,” Brook said. “An investor who is prepared
to spend money and make sure that it provides good service,
sometimes at the expense-a little bit-of profit.  “You can have
a big, shiny (pub) in the city that makes a lot of money, or you
can have something special out here that you’re proud to
own.” —AFP

For sale: Australian pub
in the middle of nowhere

An octogenarian flying trapeze artist, the
owner of the world’s fastest jet-pro-
pelled go-kart and a dog named

Feather with a flair for jumping are among the
record-breaking stars to win a place in the
latest edition of Guinness World Records.
Others to feature in the 2019 edition of the
book, which went on sale yesterday, include
the creator of the world’s largest knitting nee-
dles and an Irish butcher, Barry John Crowe,

who has produced the most sausages - 78 - in
one minute.

Betty Goedhart, from California, has been
named the world’s oldest trapeze artist at 85
and attributes her success to “doing things I
enjoy doing”. “I’m hoping I encourage people,
women, to not think that when they hit the age
of 55, they are old. We have got a lot more on
our journey,” said Goedhart, who only began
trapeze classes at the age of 78 but looks as

though she has spent a lifetime swinging
through the air upside down.

Another octogenarian honored in the book
is Sumiko Iwamura, an 83-year-old Japanese
restaurant owner who in the evening turns
into DJ Sumirock, the world’s oldest profes-
sional club disc jockey. British art student
Elizabeth Bond, 31, decided to draw attention
to her exhibitions by creating knitting needles
that measure some 4.42 meters (14 feet 5

inches) in length. Another Briton, Tom Bagnall,
26, racked up a record speed of 112.29 miles
per hour (181 km per hour) for a jet-propelled
go-kart. Animals also feature among the latest
world record-breakers.

Dog owner Samantha Valle from the US
state of Maryland trained Feather, whom she
adopted from a rescue center, to jump over
ever higher hurdles until she set a new canine
record at 191.7 cm (6.3 feet). —Reuters

Guinness World Records celebrates 
oldest trapeze artist, highest-jumping dog

This picture shows birds flying at dawn above the 134-year-old
Birdsville Hotel in outback Queensland’s Birdsville town. —AFP

People enjoying sunset outside the 134-year-old Birdsville Hotel in
outback Queensland’s Birdsville town.

The comedy duo the Crackup Sisters, S.T.Ruth (R) and Twiggs, pos-
ing for pictures outside the 134-year-old Birdsville Hotel in outback
Queensland’s Birdsville town. 

People enjoying themselves at sunset outside the 134-year-old
Birdsville Hotel.


