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Race to find 
survivors after
deadly Japan 
quake, landslides
TOKYO:  Rescuers scrabbled through mud for
survivors yesterday after a powerful earth-
quake sent hillsides crashing down onto homes
in Japan, killing at least nine people and leaving
dozens of people missing. As many as 30 are
feared buried beneath the earth and rubble of
multiple, large-scale landslides that struck
sparsely populated countryside on the north-
ern island of Hokkaido after a 6.6-magnitude
earthquake.

Aerial footage showed wrecked farm build-
ings at the bottom of a hill as rescue helicopters
whirred overhead in a region already affected
by the edge of a strong typhoon that ravaged
parts of Japan earlier in the week. The quake
left almost three million people without power
after damage to a major thermal plant supply-
ing the region, with Industry Minister Hiroshige
Seko saying it could take “at least a week” for
supply to be restored.

Long lines formed outside petrol stations
and supermarkets as residents dug in and au-

thorities warned that further quakes could be
on the way. Kazuo Kibayashi, an official in
hard-hit Abira town, told AFP: “There was a
sudden, extreme jolt. I felt it went sideways, not
up-and-down, for about two to three minutes.”

“It stopped before shaking started again. I
felt it come in two waves. I am 51, and I have
never experienced anything like this. I thought
my house was going to collapse. Everything in-
side my house was all jumbled up. I didn’t have
time to even start cleaning,” he added. Public
broadcaster NHK reported that nine people
had lost their lives, many of them in the village
of Atsuma, where the landslide engulfed their
homes. Thirty-one people were still missing,
according to the broadcaster, with around 300
sustaining minor injuries.

Moments after the initial quake, which
struck 62 kilometres (39 miles) southeast of the
regional capital Sapporo, an aftershock meas-
uring 5.3 rocked the area, with dozens more
tremors felt throughout the day. “We will do
our best to save lives,” Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe said after an emergency cabinet meeting.

Government spokesman Yoshihide Suga
added: “I urge people in areas shaken by
strong quakes to stay calm, pay attention to
evacuation information... and help each other.”
“It’s going to rain (in Hokkaido). Please be very
careful of further landslides,” the spokesman
warned. Around 20,000 rescue workers, in-
cluding police and members of the Self-De-
fence Forces were responding to the disaster,

Suga said. Another 20,000 troops are ex-
pected to join the effort. Japan is still recover-
ing from its worst typhoon in 25 years, which
struck the western part of the country on Tues-
day, claiming at least 11 lives and causing major
damage to an important airport.

The quake also caused major transport dis-
ruption with all flights cancelled from Sap-
poro’s main Chitose airport, where the shaking
brought down part of a ceiling and burst a

water pipe. Local buses and trains, as well as
bullet train services were halted. The Tomari
nuclear power plant in Hokkaido, which was
not operational before the quake, was forced
to turn to emergency back-up power to keep
its cooling system working, NHK said. A
friendly football match between Japan and
Chile planned for Sapporo was cancelled, with
the Japanese FA citing the quake’s severe im-
pact on power and transport. — AFP 

SEOUL: The leaders of the two Koreas will hold a
summit in Pyongyang in September, Seoul said
yesterday, as Kim Jong Un renewed his commit-
ment to the denuclearisation of the flashpoint
peninsula. The announcement of the September 18-
20 summit — the third between the North’s leader
Kim and South Korean
President Moon Jae-in
this year — comes as US
efforts to dismantle Py-
ongyang’s nuclear arsenal
have stalled.

The two leaders will
meet in the North Korean
capital to discuss “practi-
cal measures to denu-
clearise” the peninsula,
South Korean National Security Advisor Chung
Eui-yong told reporters. Chung on Wednesday
flew to Pyongyang where he handed over a per-
sonal letter from Moon to Kim, as Seoul seeks to
kick-start the diplomacy that led to the landmark
June summit between US President Donald Trump
and the North Korean leader.

The two pledged to denuclearise the Korean
peninsula at the Singapore meeting but no details
were agreed, and Washington and Pyongyang have
sparred since on what that means and how it will
be achieved. However, in his meeting with Chung,
Kim renewed his commitment to that goal, North
Korean state media said yesterday.

The two Koreas “should further their efforts to
realize the denuclearisation of the Korean penin-

sula”, Kim was quoted as saying by KCNA. “It is
our fixed stand... to completely remove the danger
of armed conflict and horror of war from the Korean
peninsula and turn it into the cradle of peace with-
out nuclear weapons and free from nuclear threat.”

Moon, who brokered the historic summit be-
tween Kim and Trump in
Singapore, said he had
“high hopes” for his next
meeting with the North’s
leader to achieve a similar
feat. “I have come to hope
that it will kick-start dia-
logue between the US
and North Korea for the
complete denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean penin-

sula,” Moon said during meeting with his aides.

‘Sense of frustration’ 
The pledge comes after Trump, frustrated with

a lack of progress on disarmament, last month can-
celled Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s trip to Py-
ongyang after the North reportedly sent a
belligerent letter to the US leader. Stephen Biegun,
newly-appointed US envoy for the North, said last
month Kim had promised “final, fully verified de-
nuclearisation” at the Singapore summit.

But Pyongyang has slammed the Washington
for its “gangster-like” demands for complete, ver-
ifiable and irreversible disarmament. Kim empha-
sised that his “trust in Trump remains unchanged”
despite the difficulties, Chung said, and expressed

his intention to work closely with the US to achieve
denuclearisation “in the first official term of Presi-
dent Trump.” But the North Korean leader also ex-
pressed a “sense of frustration” with the
international community for not appreciating what
he called Pyongyang’s “very significant and mean-
ingful” steps, Chung said. Kim noted the North had

dismantled its nuclear test site in Punggye-ri,
where nuclear tests “have been made impossible
for good”, according to the South Korean envoy.
“Chairman Kim asked us to convey the message to
the US that the US (should) help create situations
where he would feel his decision to denuclearise
was a right move”, Chung said.  — AFP
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PYONGYANG: Commuters make their way through a subway station of the Pyongyang metro. — AFP 

SAPPORO: A restaurant worker (R) cooks as quake-affected customers wait to buy food as an
electrical blackout shrouds the shopping district in Sapporo on September 6, 2018, after an
earthquake hit the northern Japanese island of Hokkaido. — AFP 


