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WASHINGTON: A furious Donald Trump called
Wednesday for the unmasking of an anonymous
senior official who wrote in the New York Times
that top members of his administration were un-
dermining the president to curb his “misguided
impulses.” Trump asked if the unsigned op-ed
could be considered treasonous, assailed the
newspaper for the “gutless” piece and ques-
tioned whether the senior official it was attrib-
uted to actually existed. 

“TREASON?” Trump posted in response to
the article entitled “I Am Part of the Resistance
Inside the Trump Administration,” which claimed
the president’s own staff see him as a danger to
the nation. “Does the so-called ‘Senior Adminis-
tration Official’ really exist, or is it just the Failing
New York Times with another phony source?”
Trump tweeted. “If the GUTLESS anonymous
person does indeed exist, the Times must, for
National Security purposes, turn him/her over
to government at once!”

In the article, the official stressed they were
committed to the Republican agenda, and did
not side with opposition Democrats. But, the of-
ficial wrote, “we believe our first duty is to this
country, and the president continues to act in a
manner that is detrimental to the health of our
republic. Many of the senior officials in his own
administration are working diligently from within
to frustrate parts of his agenda and his worst in-
clinations,” the official wrote. “I would know. I
am one of them.” The piece was published a day

after excerpts from a bombshell book that also
claimed that White House staff were constantly
battling to rein in the president’s worst impulses.
The Times acknowledged the “rare step” of
publishing an anonymous editorial but said the
official’s job would be jeopardized if they were

identified, and that the paper knew who had writ-
ten the piece. “We believe publishing this essay
anonymously is the only way to deliver an impor-
tant perspective to our readers,” the paper said.

‘The president’s amorality’ 
The official’s piece described a “two-track”

presidency in which Trump says one thing and
his staff consciously does another, for example
with regard to what he called the president’s
“preference for autocrats and dictators.” Staff
actively worked to insulate themselves from
Trump’s “impetuous, adversarial, petty and inef-
fective” leadership style, the writer said.

“The root of the problem is the president’s

amorality,” the official said. “That is why many
Trump appointees have vowed to do what we
can to preserve our democratic institutions while
thwarting Mr Trump’s more misguided impulses
until he is out of office.” Trump lashed out at the
author and at the “dishonest” Times.

“They don’t like Donald Trump and I don’t like

them,” Trump said. “So if the failing New York
Times has an anonymous editorial, can you be-
lieve it, anonymous — meaning gutless — a gut-
less editorial — we’re doing a great job.” White
House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders branded the
piece “pathetic, reckless, and selfish” and con-
demned the Times for publishing it. — AFP

‘TREASON?’ asks Trump as senior 
official says staff are against him

Ten on board
Emirates 
treated in 
NY hospital
NEW YORK: Ten people on board a 14-
hour Emirates flight from Dubai were
taken to hospital in New York on
Wednesday after US health authorities
mobilized to meet the jet ferrying sick
passengers. It came after more than a
hundred of the 521 people on board had
presented with symptoms ranging from
coughing to fever and vomiting.

Images of the double-decker A380
aircraft isolated on the tarmac at John F.
Kennedy International Airport were
posted on social media, including by
rapper Vanilla Ice who was also on the
plane. They showed ambulances lined up
on the tarmac next to the A380, the
largest passenger airliner in the world.
“So I just landed from Dubai and now
there is like tons of ambulances and fire
trucks and police all over the place,” he
tweeted. Emirates confirmed that three
passengers and seven crew were trans-

ferred to hospital for “further medical
care and evaluation.” “All passengers
were screened by the local health au-
thorities prior to disembarkation,” it said.
Nine passengers underwent additional
medical screening on site before being
released, it added.

Eric Phillips, spokesman for New
York Mayor Bill de Blasio, said it ap-
peared that some of the ill passengers
had come from Mecca, which is experi-
encing a flu outbreak. “Health officials
are processing tests now to determine
the cause. Symptoms still pointing to the
flu,” he tweeted. Oxiris Barbot, the city’s
acting health commissioner, added the
results of the tests were expected later
at night.

In a statement, the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey said that
Emirates flight 203 landed at 9:12 am
(1312 GMT) “with a report of multiple
sick passengers. The plane was taken to
a location away from the terminal so that
medical personnel from the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
could board the aircraft to evaluate the
situation and provide immediate assis-
tance,” it added. Emirates announced
that the return flight to Dubai, EK204,
would be delayed by approximately
three hours. — AFP 

Rein in the
president’s

worst impulses

WASHINGTON DC: In this file photo taken on June 20, 2018 US Vice President Mike Pence
speaks as US President Donald Trump looks on before signing an executive order on
immigration in the Oval Office of the White House. — AFP 

Assails the newspaper for the ‘gutless’ piece

Brazil’s presidential 
election campaign
remains surreal 
RIO DE JANEIRO: With a month to go to presidential
elections in Brazil, the current campaign can already
go down as the most surreal and unpredictable in the
country’s history. Up until last week, more than half of
Brazil’s 147 million-strong electorate was prepared to
vote either for the country’s most famous prisoner, for-
mer president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, or for a self-
confessed fan of Brazil’s 20-year military dictatorship
that ended in 1985, Jair Bolsonaro.

The leftist Lula is sitting in a jail cell after he was
convicted of accepting a bribe, while right-wing Bol-
sonaro is known for his controversial remarks branded
as racist, misogynist and homophobic by his detrac-
tors. The country is plagued by uncontrollable vio-
lence, endemic corruption, a budgetary crisis, rising
unemployment and a president, Michel Temer, break-
ing records for unpopularity.

Brazilians have had enough. Almost a third of the
population say they don’t know who to vote for, mar-
kets are volatile and the currency is falling. None of the
other main candidates — Geraldo Alckmin, Marina
Silva and Ciro Gomes — have reached double figures
in polls. The calamitous presidential race took a deci-
sive turn last week when Brazil’s electoral court ruled
that poll leader Lula could not stand due to the coun-
try’s “clean slate” law that prevents felons who have
lost an appeal from contesting elections.

Having already served two terms from 2003 to
2010, Lula was not just leading polls but had more than
twice the share of second-placed Bolsonaro. Lula has
appealed his ban to the supreme court and United Na-
tions, but he’s running out of avenues to ensure his
name appears on the ballot. “Legally he still has one
possibility,” said Michael Mohallem, an analyst at the
Getulio Vargas Foundation, a higher education institu-
tion specializing in economics and business.

‘Lula the key’ 
Mohallem says this election “looks like no other.”

“Every other candidate’s strategy depends on Lula. He’s
the key to the election,” he added. This is uncharted ter-
ritory for Brazil in an election campaign that has been
reduced from 90 to 45 days after a reform. The election
soap opera also stands out because of the decisive role
“judicial authorities are playing,” said Mohallem.

If Lula is definitively barred from standing, that
would leave Bolsonaro, who has spoken out in support
of the military dictatorship’s use of torture, as the
front-runner for the October 7 first round of voting
and almost certain to make it to the second round three
weeks later. “Bolsonaro as the leading candidate is
quite surreal,” said David Fleischer, a political science
professor at the University of Brasilia.

“The people mostly supporting Bolsonaro are under
35 years, so they were born after the military regime,”
he added. Absurdly, as Bolsonaro’s Social Liberal Party
(PSL) has only nine deputies in parliament, that affords
him only eight seconds of television campaign advertis-
ing. During the first campaign commercial, he had only
enough time to say: “We defend family and heritage.”
More than most, Bolsonaro is going to need to rely on
his 8.5 million social media followers. — AFP


