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With Hezbollah in mind,
Israel builds a new wall
ROSH HANIQRA: High in the hills above the Mediterranean, Israeli
troops worked while soldiers from a country still technically at war with
them peered down from only meters above. The odd spectacle played
out this week as Israel continued work on a new concrete wall along its
northern border with Lebanon. A few Lebanese soldiers watched from a
tower just on the other side.

Israel has spent years building barriers to keep out Palestinians from
the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip as well as African migrants
crossing from Egypt. Earlier this year, new construction began along
the Lebanese border, where Israel is building a wall equipped with
cameras in the hope of thwarting any attempt by its enemy Hezbollah
to infiltrate and attack. It follows up on earlier construction in 2012 of
a wall around the Israeli town of Metula next to the Lebanese border.
Israel says all portions of the wall will be on its side of the so-called
blue line — the UN-established ceasefire line put in place after its
withdrawal from southern Lebanon in 2000. But Lebanon says some
sections will cut into its territory and earlier this year pledged a diplo-
matic push to prevent construction.

Lebanon’s plans to explore for oil and gas offshore in waters eyed
by both sides have added to the controversy. Israeli military officials
told journalists during a tour of the work near the Mediterranean coast
on Wednesday that the wall, replacing a fence, was being built for de-
fensive purposes. Israel fought a war with Lebanon-based Shiite mili-
tant group Hezbollah in 2006. The border area has remained relatively
quiet since. — AFP

Yemeni boys excited 
for bus trip before 
strike, says father 
DAHYAN: Little Ali begged his father to let him and his
brothers go on a class trip in northern Yemen this summer.
None of them would come home alive. Weeks after the Au-
gust 9 bombing of a school bus in the Yemeni province of
Saada, the boys’ father is still in shock after having to bury
his three young children. “They waved to me from the bus,
and I said ‘go with God’,” said Zaid Tayyeb at his home in
Dahyan in Saada province, a stronghold of the Iran-backed
Houthis bordering Saudi Arabia.

Tayyeb had refused to send them on the Muslim youth
camp trip earlier in the summer, fearing for their safety in
Yemen’s deadly conflict between the Houthi rebels and a
government backed by Saudi Arabia and its allies. But fol-
lowing his children’s pleas, he relented and allowed them
to board the bus after another group of students returned
safely after taking the same route.

“When I woke up that morning, they were all dressed
in their new clothes. So I asked them what was going on,
acting like I had no idea where they were going,” Tayyeb
told AFP. “They laughed and reminded me that the faithful
never lie. That I had promised to let them go on the (Ko-
ranic studies) class trip after they got top marks. “They
hugged me tight, got on the bus and waved to me as it
pulled away. I turned and walked maybe 100 or 150 meters
when the bus was hit.” 

Tayyeb turned and ran back towards the bus. “There
was smoke and debris everywhere. I grabbed the first body
I could reach. It was face down on the ground,” he said. “It
was my son. Ahmed,” who was 10 years old. On the wall of
the family’s living room hang pictures of each child: Ahmed,
his little brother Ali, 9, and 13-year-old Youssef. Each pho-
tograph is accompanied by the date of their death-”Mar-
tyred on 9/8/2018 in the massacre of children in Dahyan”.
Tayyeb’s only surviving son, five-year-old Mohammed,
stands under his big brothers’ pictures, wearing rebel mil-
itary garb tailored to his tiny frame. He was too young to
take the class trip.

‘Collateral damage’ 
According to the International Committee of the Red

Cross, 40 children were killed and 56 wounded in the air
strike which was carried out by the Saudi-led coalition
fighting the Houthis. Coalition commanders have admitted
a small number of mistakes and said the strike had “caused
collateral damage”, but there has been no public discipli-
nary action or changes to the rules of engagement.

The rebels accuse the coalition of knowingly targeting
children. The coalition says there was a legitimate target-
but a mistake in timing. The incident sparked a wave of in-
ternational anger and the United Nations Security Council
has called for a “credible and transparent” investigation.
Following the Dahyan attack, UN officials accused the
coalition of being behind twin air strikes on August 23
which killed at least 26 children south of the rebel-held port
city of Hodeida. The coalition said on Thursday that its in-
vestigation into those strikes had found “there might have
been collateral damage and civilian casualties.” Both par-
ties in the Yemen conflict stand accused of failing to protect
civilians.  — AFP 

GENEVA:  Uncertainty hung yesterday over
long-awaited talks in Geneva between Yemen’s
warring parties, as the rebel delegation refused to
attend until its demands are met. UN mediator
Martin Griffiths, who said Wednesday the meet-
ing offered a “flickering signal of hope” of an end
to the years-long conflict, had to postpone their
scheduled start.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels said they would not join
the talks until the UN meets conditions that in-
clude transporting their wounded to Oman for
treatment and a guarantee that delegation mem-
bers will be allowed to return to rebel-held Sanaa
from Geneva. The rebels accused the UN of fail-
ing to keep promises in
this regard. The talks are
meant to be the first
since 2016 when 108
days of negotiations be-
tween the government of
Abedrabbo Mansour
Hadi and rebels failed to
broker a deal.

But with government
representatives already
in the Swiss capital since
Wednesday, the rebels remained stranded in
Sanaa amid claims the Saudi-led coalition backing
Hadi was preventing them from leaving. According
to the Houthis’ Al-Masirah TV, the UN had been
unable to “secure authorization” from the coalition
for a plane to transport the rebel delegation, along
with wounded insurgents, out of Yemen.

While the Houthis control Sanaa and much of
northern Yemen, the coalition controls the coun-
try’s airspace. Asked about the Houthi charges,
Griffiths said Wednesday: “We are working on
that.” Yesterday, an AFP journalist saw the envoy
entering the Geneva hotel hosting the Yemen gov-
ernment delegation. Griffiths had told journalists
he would begin informal consultations” with the
government team, led by Foreign Minister Khaled
al-Yamani, while the rebels make their way to
Switzerland. But when the two parties eventually
meet, there would be no “formal negotiations,” the
envoy stressed, merely exploratory talks on how
to get the parties back to the table.

‘Collateral damage’
The UN Security

Council on Wednesday
urged both sides to “take
a first step towards end-
ing a conflict that has
brought severe pain and
humanitarian suffering to
the Yemeni people”.
Griffiths was hopeful that
the talks, expected to last

a few days, “will begin to send a flickering signal
of hope” to the people of Yemen.  “There is a
chance for some tangible progress,” he insisted.
The government and rebels, however, have said
they expect no breakthrough. The foreign min-
ister told AFP this week that the chance of face-
to-face sitdowns between the two delegations

was slim to none. All previous attempts to re-
solve the Yemen war have failed. Griffiths is the
UN’s third Yemen envoy since 2014, when the
Houthis overran the capital Sanaa and drove
Hadi’s government into exile. The following year,
Saudi Arabia and its allies formed a powerful re-
gional military coalition to back Hadi’s govern-
ment in its fight against the Houthis.

The conflict has left nearly 10,000 people
dead and pushed the Arab world’s most impov-
erished country to the brink of famine. Yester-

day, the Saudi-led coalition acknowledged
there may have been “collateral damage” from
August 23 strikes the UN said killed 26 children
south of the port of Hodeida. A day earlier,
Saudi Arabia shot down a ballistic missile fired
by Huthi rebels, with shrapnel wounding 26
people including two children, the coalition
said. Yesterday, 16 humanitarian NGOs urged
French President Emmanuel Macron to explic-
itly condemn any attack that causes civilian
deaths in Yemen. — AFP 
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SANAA: A Yemeni child walks towards a building that was reportedly destroyed in air strikes in the
capital. — AFP 


