
TANGIERS: “We hide out like wild animals,”
said Bamandou Kalli, an 18-year-old Guinean
who like dozens of fellow migrants is holed up in
Moroccan scrubland in fear of expulsion by the
authorities. On the outskirts of Tangiers, a group
of migrants rests under the shade of a tree where
they have made a makeshift home after fleeing
police raids. Ibrahim, a 19-year-old from Guinea,
said the situation has become increasingly diffi-
cult and worrying.

“We don’t know what will happen, we cling on
to life but it’s not easy,” he said. In setting up their
new camp, the men have
placed carpets and blan-
kets on the parched
earth. Food is shared
from a cooking pot
placed on the ground.
They moved to the out-
skirts of Tangiers, a port
city on Morocco’s
northern coast, after au-
thorities launched an
operation last month tar-
geting people smugglers and the migrants they
bring to the country from sub-Saharan Africa.

The campaign came after hundreds of mi-
grants forced their way into the Spanish enclave
of Ceuta by storming the heavily fortified border
fence. In the Tangiers neighborhoods of
Boukhalef and Mesnanatan, police then moved in
with the backing of special forces and helicopters,
rounding up migrants, witnesses said. While offi-

cials would not comment on the operation, wit-
nesses said numerous people were injured as they
were forced onto southbound buses which would
see the migrants deported. During one such
transfer in early August, two Malians died, one of
them a 16-year-old. Moroccan authorities have
opened an investigation to determine the circum-
stances of the “accident”.

‘A pitiful state’ 
Walking with a crutch after scrambling over a

wall to escape the raid, Wilfried said the operation
was “very violent”. “They
went into the houses, they
took our money and our
jewelry, they put us on
board (the bus) but they
couldn’t take me,” said the
35-year-old from
Cameroon. Wilfried said
he had already been ex-
pelled to Algeria from the
Moroccan town of Oujda,
despite the border be-

tween the two countries being closed. After
sneaking back into Morocco he now hoped to
reach the Spanish mainland, visible across the
water from Tangiers. Jalal, a Moroccan who
helped Wilfried, slammed the authorities for using
violence during raids in his neighborhood. 

“These Africans suffer a lot, they’re in a pitiful
state,” he said. “I was illegally in Europe and I was
never treated in this way.” Driss El Yazami, head

of Morocco’s state-funded National Human
Rights Council, said last week the expulsions are
legal and that his organization makes sure vulner-
able people are protected. Dozens of migrants
protested over the weekend outside the prosecu-
tor’s office in Tangiers but were blocked by police,
multiple source said.

Witnesses of the raids argue that police fail to
distinguish between migrants who are in Mo-
rocco illegally and those with the necessary pa-

perwork. In Nador, in the northeast, the Moroc-
can Association of Human Rights has accused au-
thorities of violence towards women, some of
whom were pregnant. Laetitia, a 24-year-old
Cameroonian, said some of those affected have
been traumatized and others have developed
mental health problems.  “I thought that Morocco
was a country that respected human rights, but
seeing how our brothers are mistreated, where
are we heading?” — AFP 
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Ethiopia reopens 
embassy in Eritrea 
ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia reopened its embassy in the Er-
itrean capital yesterday, state media reported, the latest step
in restoring ties after the two nations ended decades of con-
flict. Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki and Ethiopian Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed signed a peace pact in July, ending the
hostilities that began with a two-year border war in 1998
and degenerated into 18 years of stalemated relations.

Abiy had arrived in Eritrea on Wednesday for his second
visit since taking office, inspecting the Red Sea nation’s two
main ports before travelling to the capital Asmara.
“Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Dr Abiy Ahmed and Eritrea’s
President Isaias Afwerki reopened the embassy in a brief
ceremony,” Ethiopia’s state-affiliated Fana Broadcasting
Corporate reported yesterday.

Abiy, Isaias and Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed, who joined the leaders in Asmara, had on
Wednesday signed an agreement to “build close political,
economic, social, cultural and security ties”, according to
Eritrea’s information ministry. Also on Wednesday, an
Ethiopian cargo ship arrived in Eritrea’s Massawa port to
transport zinc to China, marking the formal reopening of Er-
itrean ports to Ethiopian trade. Eritrea was once a province
of its larger southern neighbor and comprised its entire
coastline.  — AFP 

Chinese man arrested 
after calling Kenyan
president a ‘monkey’
NAIROBI: Kenya has arrested a Chinese businessman after a
video of him making a string of racist remarks was widely shared
on social media, the government said yesterday. The Chinese na-
tional, identified as Liu Jiaqi, has been arrested and is being
processed for deportation, said Kenya’s immigration department.
“His work permit has been cancelled and (he) will be deported
on racism grounds,” the immigration service said on its Twitter
feed.

In the two and a half minute video shared on Twitter and else-
where, Liu, who appears to be in the midst of a dispute with one
of his employees, is recorded issuing a litany of racist slurs.
“Every one, every Kenyan... like a monkey, even (Kenyan Presi-
dent) Uhuru Kenyatta. All of them,” he said. After the employee
suggests Liu should “go back to China” if he feels that way, the
businessman responds with further abuse.

“I don’t belong to here. I don’t like here, like monkey people,
I don’t like talk with them, it smells bad, and poor, and foolish,
and black. I don’t like them. Why not [like] the white people, like
the American?” He added that he only stays in Kenya because
“money is important”. It was not clear from the video exactly
what Liu’s job was in Kenya. Some Kenyans on social media have
called for Liu to be charged rather than simply deported.

Zhang Gang, a spokesman for the Chinese embassy in
Nairobi, said that according to Liu’s employer, the clip was

recorded in June “and he has already been punished by his com-
pany for his wrongdoing and apologized to his Kenyan col-
league. The personal talk and personal feeling of this young man
does not represent the views of the vast majority of Chinese
people,” he said, adding Chinese nationals were urged to make
“positive contributions to the friendship and cooperation be-
tween China and Kenya.” This is not the first time Chinese work-
ers in Kenya have been accused of racism.

Raid on Chinese TV
Three years ago a small Chinese restaurant in the capital

Nairobi was shut down by authorities and the owner charged for
operating a “no blacks” policy after 5 pm. Earlier this year
Kenyan workers on a new Chinese-built railway alleged racism
and discrimination by Chinese staff and managers. However, the
government dismissed allegations of racism on the $3.2 billion
(2.8 billion euro) signature infrastructure project. Kenyatta was
in Beijing this week attending a conference where China prom-
ised to invest another $60 billion in Africa.

Liu’s arrest comes a day after Kenyan police raided the
African headquarters of China’s English-language state broad-
caster CGTN (China Global Television Network) in Nairobi. The
raid was part of Nairobi’s crackdown on illegal immigrants but
several journalists were briefly detained. The Chinese embassy
said in a statement it would express its concern through diplo-
matic channels, after several incidents in which nationals with
legal documents were hauled into police stations for verification.

“The Chinese embassy in Kenya has lodged representations
with Kenyan officials and the relevant people have all been re-
leased on that day,” Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying told a press briefing in Beijing. “Kenya has admitted
inadequacies in law enforcement and apologized.”It has prom-
ised to improve the conduct of its lower-level officers to avoid a
repeat of this,” she added. — AFP 

A picture taken on September 4, 2018 shows men gesturing towards a section of the border fence
encircling Spain’s North African enclave of Ceuta which lies on the Strait of Gibraltar, surrounded by
Morocco. — AFP 
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Fearing expulsion, migrants 
in Morocco go into hiding


