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Educational leaders 
to be questioned 
over faulty ACs
KUWAIT: Minister of Education and
Higher Education Dr Hamed Al-Azmi
announced yesterday that a number of
ministry leaders would be interrogated
about breakdown of air-conditioning
sets at schools. The minister, in his res-
olution, accused Undersecretary Dr
Haitham Al-Athari and the assistant
undersecretary for public education
Fatima Al-Kandari of failure to perform
their duties - namely ensuring schools’
readiness for the new scholastic year.
Others who were included in the deci-
sion were staff and directors. The min-
ister has formed two panels to grill the
leaders and staff charged with slackness. —KUNA

Dr Hamed Al-Azmi

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A number of lawmakers
called for holding a special session at the
beginning of the parliament’s next term
to discuss the country’s demographic
structure, saying that this issue is of
‘paramount importance’ in the list of pri-
orities agreed upon by the legislative
and executive authorities. “Yet the gov-
ernment is still taking the matter easy,
and instead of reducing the number of
incoming expatriates, particularly mar-

ginal labor, it is noted that the number is
on the rise in frightening proportions, as
figures show that during the first six
months of this year, expats have in-
creased by more than 50,000 persons,”
the lawmakers said, according to
sources familiar with their thinking.

If the request is approved, the session
may be held in November, said the
sources, adding that the social and
health committee has a report that in-
cludes immediate and long term recom-
mendations, which include not paying

indemnity to the employee whose serv-
ices are terminated from the public sec-
tor until he produces a paper from the
interior ministry showing that he
processed all his transactions to leave
the country.

Meanwhile, MP Saleh Ashour is
preparing a grilling motion against social
affairs minister Hind Al-Sabeeh that tack-
les several issues including her failure to
implement parliamentary recommenda-
tions to deal with the demographic struc-
ture, the sources noted.

Demographic structure 
tops MPs’ priorities

Civil movements
reject book 
censorships
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Civil, democratic and progressive organizations in
Kuwait issued a joint statement in regards to what they called the
‘strict censorship’ the information ministry is imposing against
freedom of publication. The statement reads as follows:

“Out of the civil political powers’ awareness that democracy
and its principles are not just a ballot box and an elected national
assembly, rather it goes beyond that, as it has to do with freedom,
justice and equality from which foundation comes the freedom of
opinion, intellect, expression, publication, belief, freedom to re-
ceive information and freedom of scientific research. Without the
availability of such principles and respecting them, there will not
be true democracy no matter what the claims are.

“Kuwait has been plagued for many years with restrictions on
freedom, which has taken worrying forms, most notably being ex-

treme, rather malicious censorship by the information ministry on
books, be it those printed in Kuwait or abroad in a way that con-
tradicts the simplest of freedom principles. The dangerous part is
that the information ministry was not satisfied with the thousands
of books it banned in past years, rather it started to ban other
books that were allowed before.

“Those harmed by this censorship maliciousness are not only
authors and publishers, rather also readers, researchers, the edu-
cated and those who like to read, apart from having this practice
harm Kuwait’s reputation abroad. What is regretful is that some
political Islam powers encouraged this practice and inciting
against the minimum limits allowed of intellectual and personal
freedoms. 

“The Civil political powers that are signatory to this statement
while condemning this malicious censorship, it calls for a serious
move to:

• Reject the malicious censorship method.
• Cancel the malicious ban decisions.
• Amend the print and publication law by canceling the strict

restrictions on the freedom of publication, expression and infor-
mation gathering. 

“Signed by: Kuwait Progressive Movement - Kuwait Demo-
cratic Forum - Kuwait Liberal Movement - Secular Gathering -
National Democratic Alliance.”

Crimes

Marijuana, cocaine found 
with Mangaf drug dealer

KUWAIT: Criminal detectives arrested an American man who
was found with possession of six kilograms of marijuana, 250
grams of cocaine, eight liquor bottles, jewelry, expensive
watches and 47,000 Philippine pesos. Detectives received
tips about the suspect’s activity in drug and alcohol traffick-
ing, out of his Mangaf apartment, and was meeting his clients
in parking areas within the Ahmadi governorate. When the in-
formation was confirmed, a warrant was obtained and his
apartment was raided, where the contrabands were found. The
man was arrested inside his apartment following stiff resist-
ance. The suspect was sent to concerned authorities.

‘Friends’ fight

A discussion between a Kuwaiti woman and her two friends es-
calated into exchange of physical and verbal assaults. The woman
told police that her two friends went to her apartment, and while
they were discussing personal issues, the discussion became
heated and escalated to a point where the two beat her, causing
injuries mentioned in a medical report she handed to police. Both
women will be questioned and may face legal action.

School fire

An air conditioning unit caught fire at Naseema bin Kaab Al-
Ansariya Girls Intermediate School in Rawdha area. The
guards immediately cut the power and put out the fire that
caused thick smoke and created panic. The AC unit was totally
destroyed as it fell to the ground. 

Kuwait bans food 
imports from Iraq
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry has tem-
porarily banned imports of all food products from Iraq due to
Cholera outbreak there, an official announced yesterday. Tareq
Al-Sabti, the director of public relations and media at the public
authority for good and nutrition, declared in a statement lifting a
ban on imports of the German cheese, Jocca, fresh and frozen
shrimps from Texas, the United States of America. Texas has be-
come free of the acute disease, Hepatopancreatic Necrosis.
Moreover, another prohibition has been enforced for bringing in
beef, lamb and goat meat from the Kyrgyz Republic due to out-
break of Anthrax. —KUNA

Kuwait supports
UN political
process in Libya
NEW YORK: Kuwait renewed its support to
efforts exerted by the UN Special Represen-
tative and Head of the Support Mission in Libya
Ghassan Salame in facilitating a comprehensive
political process in the north African country.
The State of Kuwait also called on all Libyan
parties to reach a peaceful settlement by con-
ducting a transparent election in the country
rather than pursuing violence. In his speech be-
fore the United Nations Security Council’s
(UNSC) meeting on Libya, deputy permanent
representative of the Kuwaiti mission at the
United Nations’ headquarters in New York ad-
visor Bader Al-Munaikh said.

“The unfortunate security developments
taking place lately in Tripoli had its negative im-
pact on the regional and international efforts to
spread security and stability in Libya.” “We ex-
press our concern over the shelling of residen-
tial areas, resulting in the death of scores of
people, as well as the wounding of 120 others,”
he added. He called on Libyan parties to imme-

diately halt hostilities, and abide by the cease-
fire agreement mediated by UN in order to put
an end to the escalating violence in Tripoli and
avoid further loss of lives.

He called on the international community and
the UNSC to work further in order to reach a
permanent solution for the spread of militant
groups in Libya by supporting the establishment
of united legislative security institutions under
the supervision of legitimate. This would con-
tribute to the transitional phase stipulated by the
UN to eliminate terror groups such as the so-
called Islamic States (IS) and others, he affirmed.

Munaikh praised the role of the UN Sup-
port Mission in Libya, which focused tasks to
end violence and encourage a positive trans-
formation in Libya. The latest security devel-
opments in Libya affected the economic status
and state budget of the country as the oil pro-
duction decreased from one million barrels per
day to 315,000 barrels due to the clashes tak-
ing place in the oil crescent area.

Nicaragua 
Separately, Kuwait’s representative to the

UN Mansour Al-Otaibi said on Wednesday
that his country followed up, with profound
concern, the deadly events in Nicaragua. The
State of Kuwait, shocked by the scale of vio-
lence, asserts the need to bring those respon-

sible for the violence to justice, he said at a UN
Security Council session on the situation in
Nicaragua. He noted that the Council is meet-
ing against the backdrop of an absence of con-
sensus on the issue before it.

Citing relevant parts of Chapter VI of the
UN Charter, which allow the organ to take con-
flict prevention measures, he emphasized the
critical role of regional and sub-regional organ-
izations. Expressing regret at the recent vio-
lence and casualties in Nicaragua, he called
upon all parties concerned to adhere to all their
international obligations, while emphasizing that
the Council should put the interests of the
Nicaraguan people at the forefront of its efforts.

Meanwhile, the Government of Nicaragua
should work with all regional actors, including
the Organization of American States (OAS), to
overcome the current crisis, Ambassador
Otaibi pointed out. He concluded by empha-
sizing the need to ensure that all established
international legal principles are fully re-
spected in the Council’s consideration of the
issue, especially the principles of the sover-
eignty and independence of States. Several
speakers emphasized that the Council’s man-
date is limited to threats to international peace
and security, not domestic issues, while stress-
ing the importance of the independence and
national sovereignty of States.


