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Military official
lauds cooperation
with Japan
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Air Force Commander Air
Commodore Adel Al-Hafiz hailed Wednesday the
steadily developing Kuwaiti-Japanese relations and
cooperation. In statements to reporters on the side-
lines of his participation in a reception held by the
Japanese embassy in Kuwait for the Japan Self-De-
fense Forces, Hafiz recalled Japan’s support for
Kuwait during the liberation war. He also boasted
the fruitful cooperation between the two militaries
especially in the field of air force training. He looked
forward to seeing greater cooperation and coordi-
nation with Japan in all military domains in the com-
ing period. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways yesterday held a
press conference aimed at ‘clarifying’ a dispute
between the airline and Adel Al-Barjas, former
chairman of the board of Kuwait Aviation Serv-
ices Company (KASCO), a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of KAC over allegations of corruption
and misuse of public funds.  Earlier in the week,
Barjas announced that he had filed a case with
the public prosecution alleging misuse of pub-
lic funds by a former KASCO board member.
He also claimed in the statement that KAC
management had information about the issue
but did not take action. Barjas also said he was
put under pressure to withdraw the complaint
to the public prosecution, though he did not
say by whom. 

Kuwait Airways management responded
yesterday by noting that they had no knowledge
of any evidence implicating a former KASCO
official. Yousef Al-Jassem, Chairman of KAC
read, in Arabic, a prepared statement regardingx
the matter during yesterday’s press conference.

“The board of directors of KAC, as well as
the board of directors of KASCO and its exec-
utive management, have not yet been informed
of the file filed by the former chairman [Barjas]
with the Public Prosecution,” Jassem explained.

In the statement, the KAC chairman also
mentioned an issue regarding the combining of
the two roles of KASCO board chairman and
executive director, and the plan to amend some
articles of association of the company. 

“The proposed statute stipulates the possi-
bility of combining the position of the chairman
of the board of directors with the executive di-
rector of the company. A copy of the minutes of
all the meetings of the board of directors of
KASCO was requested from January 2018 until
the date of the invitation to the meeting to dis-
cuss the matter. However, as a matter of fact, is
not the right of Kuwait Airways, even if it is the
owner of KASCO. In that capacity, it is the gen-
eral assembly thereof, only after the approval of
the KASCO Board of Directors on that request
by a meeting called on Thursday morning
6/9/2018, two days after the scheduled meeting
with him [Barjas],” according to the statement.

Weighing in on the matter, MP Riyadh Al-
Adasani criticized the government and the fi-
nance minister for accepting to dissolve the
board of directors of KASCO and removing
Barjas after he had filed the complaint at the
public prosecution over corruption allegations.

Adasani said that Barjas was removed after

four board members resigned together causing
the board to be illegal, adding that on the very
same day the finance minister appointed one of
the resigned members as the new chairman. He
vowed that he will continue to monitor the de-

velopments regarding the company. 
MP Adel Al-Damkhi also said the actions of

the government in KASCO are suspicious and
must be reviewed especially after Barjas had
filed a complaint at the public prosecution. 

KAC pushes back against KASCO allegations

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Air Force Commander Air
Commodore Adel Al-Hafiz (center) attends
a reception held by the Japanese embassy
in Kuwait for the Japan Self-Defense
Forces. —KUNA

Saudi Arabia hands over Gulf 
naval force command to Kuwait
MANAMA: General Directorate of the
Kuwaiti Coast Guards yesterday took over
command of the 31-member Combined
Task Force CTF-152 from the Royal Saudi
Navy. Kuwait’s Interior Ministry Assistant
Undersecretary for Border Security, Major
General Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah,
affirmed in a statement, following the
hand-over ceremony, the Kuwaiti Navy
keenness on bolstering cooperation and
security coordination with other naval
forces operating in the Gulf region.

Meanwhile, the joint force commander,
Colonel Saleh Al-Foudari, has affirmed in a
statement that the joint force is tasked with
securing waterways in the Arabian Gulf re-
gion. The Kuwaiti Coast Guards, which
take command of the joint force till Sep-
tember next year, is ready to fulfill the du-
ties; securing the waterways, combating
trafficking, piracy, conserving the marine
life and fighting other illegal activities in
the region, he affirmed. The joint command
groups elite officers from GCC states, Jor-
dan, the United States and the United
Kingdom. The force, formed in 2004 with
personnel from 31 member states, is prima-
rily charged with securing navigation
across the Arabian Gulf.

Separately, Bahrain’s Coast Guard Com-
mander held talks with Major General
Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf on Wednesday, fo-
cusing on measures to boost maritime co-
operation. During the meeting, Bahraini
Coast Guard Commander Major General
Alaa Siyadi illustrated the expanding role of
the Gulf island state’s navy, according to
state-run Bahrain News Agency (BNA). The
Kuwaiti official was also acquainted with the
latest marine projects and systems Manama
has introduced, BNA added. —KUNA

MANAMA: Kuwait’s Interior Ministry Assistant Under-
secretary for Border Security, Major General Sheikh
Salem Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah (right) is seen during a cere-
mony where the General Directorate of the Kuwaiti
Coast Guards took over command of the 31-member
Combined Task Force CTF-152. —KUNA

Philanthropist lauds
Amir on ‘Humanitarian
Leader’ anniversary 
KUWAIT: President of the International Islamic
Charitable Organization (IICO) Dr Abdullah Al-
Maatouq announced yesterday that humanitarian
activities would be organized on Sunday, marking
fourth anniversary of designating His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as
Humanitarian Leader.

Dr Maatouq, also Advisor at the Amiri Diwan
and Special Consultant for the United Nations
Secretary General, said in a statement that the
IICO, its local and external offices, have launched
a website promoting major Kuwaiti charitable ac-
tivities and the organization expertise. The web-
site visitors can post messages expressing

gratitude to His Highness the Amir.
Elaborating, Dr Maatouq said the IICO manage-

ment had urged volunteers to support efforts for re-
lieving the Rohingya and intensify efforts for aiding
other catastrophe stricken nations, in line with di-
rections by His Highness the Amir. He expressed
congratulations to His Highness the Amir on the
fourth occasion of his UN designation, along with
proclaiming Kuwait a Humanitarian Center, ex-
pressing pride for such honoring.

Philanthropic action, during His Highness the
Amir era, has spread widely across the globe, he
said, affirming His Highness’ belief in saving lives, re-
lieving the poor from illiteracy, diseases and impov-
erishment. Maatouq noted His Highness’ orders to
organize humanitarian campaigns for quakes’ vic-
tims in Pakistan, Turkey, victims of hunger and
draught in Somalia, developing East Sudan, hold the
international conference for rebuilding Iraq and host
three international conventions in Kuwait to aid
Syria. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Yousef Al-Jassem, Chairman of KAC (center), speaks during a press conference yesterday. 
—Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat


