
The threat of deportation seems to be a lingering
ghost, haunting foreigners from the millisecond
they step foot into this country. It strips each visi-

tor of dignity, constantly reminding him or her that tak-
ing one step away from local tradition and dogma can
cost them their home and profession. 

Some have it worse than others. Years ago, they
stopped all nationals from one particular country from
entering for a few months, because a pimp and drug
dealer happened to be passport holders from that coun-
try. Obviously, a crime is a crime, and is punishable by
law, but why is it that all citizens of the country had to
pay the price by not being allowed into the country
because a couple were deported? Not a coincidence
that citizens of that country were already placed in the
lower tier of the ‘respect hierarchy’, an imaginary pyra-
mid (quite contagious, mind you) that has been condi-
tioned into the minds of both locals and foreigners. 

The threat of deportation also applies to less serious
violations. In November of 2017, the Director of the
General Public Relations warned expatriates that any
repeated traffic violation, including not wearing a seat-
belt or talking on a cell phone while driving, would result
in deportation. And, if a traffic violation is not a shocking

enough reason to impose a forced exile on someone,
according to a Human Rights Watch report published
merely a year ago, “[m]igrant workers remain vulnerable
to ... deportation for minor infractions including ...
“absconding” from an employer.”
(https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-
chapters/kuwait). This is perhaps the most disturbing
reason, because it puts the lives of domestic workers at
risk if the law will not protect them from running away
from a possibly dangerous or abusive situation. Nobody
absconds from a home if they are treated well. Nobody.
Plain and simple. 

But even those in the higher echelons of the mentally
constructed foreign scale are always tiptoeing around us,
as though waiting for a green light to be able to discuss
ideologies critically or come out of the closet or com-
plain about the injustice and discrimination. It’s a terrible
disposition to find oneself in, especially when people
leave their homes in search of a better life here. And it’s
embarrassing, if not tragic, to witness this as a local and
not have the power to change it. 

Any time we make our lives better at the expense of
other nationalities, we create imbalance, we create
resentment, we create the seeds in which racism thrives.
We create all the recipes for an ailing, chaotic communi-
ty. But the beauty of it all is that at any moment, we can
reverse these effects and build bridges to bring us all
together. What is the legacy we want to leave? 

We can see coexistence manifested when we strive
to create a society that raises the quality of life for all:
Kuwaitis, non-Kuwaitis, the stateless, Muslims, non-
Muslims, males, females and everyone in between. Viva
l’amore! 
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Many of us think infectious and deadly disease such
as smallpox and cholera diseases have disap-
peared forever but this is not the case. Recent

news reports have spoken of the return of cholera and its
emergence in some countries and regions living in unsafe
conditions due to a lack of clean water. 

Cholera is an intestinal infection caused by contaminated
food or water that causes diarrhea and vomiting and can
lead to severe dehydration and death in the absence of
prompt treatment. Cholera is a preventable and treatable
disease. But slow progress in safe water supply, with safe
sanitation for the entire population and lack of access to
patient health care mean that the disease continues to kill.
Cholera remains a heavy burden on the world and vulnera-
ble people and they need help. 

In 2010, the rapid spread of cholera following the earth-
quake in Haiti, reminding the world that this disease is still
deadly. An estimated 9,000 people have died of cholera in
Haiti since the epidemic began, with thousands more infect-
ed. Cholera has always been a heavy burden for impover-
ished countries, especially in Africa and Southeast Asia.
Recent years have seen outbreaks or epidemics of cholera
in Cameroon, Somalia, South Africa and Yemen. Now there
are fears of a potential outbreak in Iraq and especially in
the Basra area. 

The United Nations Human Rights Commission in Iraq
announced late last month the registration of 18000 cases
in Basra distributed between diarrhea and acute intestinal
colic and vomiting, warning of the possibility of spreading
cholera in the province. It has documented high levels of
salinity in all levels of water fed to Shatt al-Arab, the
decline of water in the rivers feeding the residential areas,
and the increase of chemical and biological pollutants in the
Shatt al-Arab due to the remnants of factories and sewage.

Basra Health Directorate said the risk of registering
cholera infections in Basra is high if water salinity continues
to rise, especially by the fall of September. Basra is located
near the borders of Kuwait and I noticed that the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Health (MOH) has been alert to the matter.  The
Assistant Undersecretary for Public Health Affairs of the
Ministry of Health, Dr. Majeda Al-Qattan said the ministry
has taken all measures to prevent the possible transmission
of cholera to Kuwait. Al-Qattan also stressed that there is
continuous follow-up regarding the spread of the disease in
the province of Basra in coordination with the relevant
authorities and the World Health Organization and other
international organizations and she noted that everyone
must be aware of the importance of clean water sources,
unsafe eating and following health instructions for travelers
to Iraq at health outlets.

She also advised those coming from Iraq to check the
nearest health center when the symptoms of diarrhea within
seven days from the date of return to ensure their health
and health of their relatives, noting they need not bring any
food items with them. So far, no cases of cholera have been
recorded in Kuwait, which is good but monitoring the situa-
tion is important.

I think there is a need for awareness by all travelers and
strict rules about importing food from Iraq or anywhere else
for that matter. Official news confirms that Kuwait is clean
and free from infectious diseases but it is necessary to part-
ner with border control and customs to ensure no infected
persons, animals or food products enter the country. 

Souq Sharq’s fish market seen at night. Seafood remains a popular food and can be purchased from reputable fish markets
across Kuwait despite recent reports regarding a googly-eyed fish. — Photo by Hassan Mahmoud / Kuna
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Deportation or Dignity?


