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Garcia, Poulter, Stenson and Paul
Casey handed Ryder Cup wildcards

All four bring loads of experience, points and know how to win

LONDON: Rugby Union’s Engl ish
Premiership has been approached over a
potentia l  £275 mil l ion ($352 mi l l ion)
takeover, according to British media reports
on Tuesday. Former Formula One owners
CVC Capital Partners are believed to have
expressed interest in buying a controlling
stake in the top tier league.

The private equity company’s proposal is
one of several avenues being explored by
Premiership Rugby chiefs as they search for
investment into a competition which current-
ly sees many clubs make a loss.

Worcester lost £8 million and Harlequins
£6 million in the past accounting year, while
Exeter were the only Premiership club to
make a profit. Selling a minority stake or
borrowing money are further options avail-
able as the league looks to expand.

CVC made £8 billion from Formula One
during an ownership period spanning 10
years and media reports say the group are
looking to secure 51 per cent of  the
Premiership. “Premiership Rugby and its
clubs have grown quickly in the last five
years with the help of major partnerships,” a
Premiership Rugby spokesperson said.

“In that time we have extended our reach
in America and become the first club rugby
tournament to broadcast live matches in
China. “The Board is always considering
options for further expansion and the best
ways to support that. Inevitably this will
attract interest, but a decision is not immi-
nent.

“This interest is of course very good news
for Premiership Rugby and is a reflection of
its growing international appeal.” For the
takeover to proceed, a l l  13 of  the
Premiership’s member clubs - the 12 that
currently make up the top flight plus London
Irish - would have to give approval.

The owners are to meet on Tuesday when
the terms of the deal will be presented by
Premiership Rugby’s executive committee.
The decision whether to sell is entirely up to
the clubs, with the Rugby Football Union
unable to intervene even though a buyout
could have an impact on access to England
players.

England boss Eddie Jones insisted he is
not concerned that a takeover would have an
adverse effect on the national team. “It has
no bearing on what I do, so the only thing I
do is read it with interest and that’s about it,”
Jones told reporters in Newcastle.

Asked if he feared new ownership might
bring further restrictions to an at times frac-
tious club v country relationship, Jones
replied: “No.” — AFP
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LONDON: Sergio Garcia, Ian Poulter, Paul Casey and
Henrik Stenson were handed the four wildcard picks to
make the European Ryder Cup team yesterday, as cap-
tain Thomas Bjorn put his faith in experience.

All four players have been part of multiple winning
sides, although Spaniard Garcia has struggled this year,
missing the cut at each of the last five major tourna-
ments.

England’s Poulter, a talisman for Europe in past
Ryder Cups, has returned to form this year after miss-
ing the 2016 defeat by the United States at Hazeltine.

“All four bring loads of experience, points and know
how to win and lose and they will bring plenty of
heart,” said Bjorn.

British Open champion Francesco Molinari, four-
time major winner Rory McIlroy, English trio Justin
Rose, Tommy Fleetwood and Tyrrell Hatton, Jon Rahm,
Alex Noren and Thorbjorn Olesen had already qualified
automatically for the event to be held just outside Paris
from September 28-30.

Bjorn opted for 2017 Masters champion Garcia
ahead of Belgian Thomas Pieters, who won four points
two years ago as a rookie, Rafa Cabrera Bello and the
in-form Matt Wallace, having already seen five rookies
make the side.

“The one thing about Sergio is that he’s the heart-
beat of the team. It’s like a football team going without
their captain, that’s what it’s like for us,” said the Dane.

It will be the 38-year-old Garcia’s ninth Ryder Cup
appearance, having been the youngest man to play in
the event’s history as a 19-year-old in 1999.

“It probably wasn’t an easy decision for Thomas
Bjorn,” admitted Garcia.

“He knows what I bring to the team, game-wise and
in the team room. It’s been a tough year, but I’ve been
working hard and I feel like my game is coming along.

I’m now ready to try and help the team win the Ryder
Cup back.”

TALISMAN POULTER RETURNS 
American captain Jim Furyk also called on experi-

ence when he added Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson
to his team on Tuesday, but both have failed to regular-
ly produce their best in Ryder Cups, unlike Garcia and
especially Poulter.

The Englishman inspired the greatest comeback in
the tournament’s history at Medinah in 2012, when he
dragged Europe back to a 10-6 deficit heading into the
singles with an astonishing run of birdies playing along-
side Rory McIlroy.

“This feels extra special to be part of and for
Thomas to give me the call yesterday means absolutely
everything,” said Poulter. “It will be an incredible spec-
tacle, it’s an extremely strong US team but I’m getting
goosebumps just thinking about it.”

Poulter had slipped outside the top 200 in the world
rankings at the start of 2017, but signalled a return to
form with victory at the Houston Open in April.

“When he gets confident, he hits that European
badge hard,” said Bjorn. “He is a man for the occasion
and he is a special person.

“Sometimes you think him and Sergio should have
been footballers, because they like the team aspect so
much.” Bjorn persuaded Casey to become a member of
the European Tour in order to be able to qualify for the
team, and has drafted in the 41-year-old for his first
Ryder Cup since 2008.

He held off a charging Woods to end a nine-year
wait for a PGA Tour title at the Valspar Championship
in March, and has an excellent matchplay record, mak-
ing a famous hole-in-one in Europe’s crushing 18.5-9.5
triumph in 2006.

“I rejoined the European Tour and I’m playing some
of the best golf I’ve ever played,” he said. “I only want-
ed to be a part of the team if I could do that.”

Former British Open champion Stenson has been
hampered by an elbow injury this season, but was

always likely to get a pick if fit after striking up a suc-
cessful partnership with Rose in recent Ryder Cups.

“Stenson and Justin Rose love each other and you
have to look at how other players react to the players
coming in,” said Bjorn. — AFP

NORTON: File photo shows Henrik Stenson of Sweden plays his shot from the 14th tee during round two of the
Dell Technologies Championship at TPC Boston on September 1, 2018 in Norton, Massachusetts. —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Tiger Woods was named to the United
States’ Ryder Cup team on Tuesday as captain Jim Furyk
also added veteran Phil Mickelson and in-form Bryson
DeChambeau to his line-up.

Former world number one Woods had already been
assured of a trip to Paris for the September 28-30 show-
down with Europe after being named as one of Furyk’s
non-playing vice-captains.

However Woods’ form since his return to golf this year
prompted Furyk to award him one of the four captain’s
picks set aside for players who did not qualify automati-
cally for the team. “We’re all excited to see him healthy
again and playing well,” Furyk said of Woods, who missed
most of the 2016 and 2017 seasons with a long-term back
injury. “It’s a feather in our cap to have him playing on our
side,” Furyk added.

Woods, who has not played a Ryder Cup since 2012,
revealed that he had set himself the target of making the
US team at the start of the season.

“I haven’t been part of the team playing-wise for six
years,” said the 42-year-old, who will be playing his eighth
Ryder Cup.  “I served as a vice-captain a couple of years
ago, and that was incredible. This year to have the honour
to be able to play again is beyond special,” the 14-time
major winner added. “At the beginning of the year that was
one of my goals, to make this team. I got the call from Jim
and he asked if I would serve as a vice-captain and I said
‘Absolutely.’ “But also deep down I wanted to make the
team. I really wanted to play on it. It was a goal for the end
of the season and as the year progressed I was somehow
able to get some high finishes and lo and behold I’m on the
team. It’s incredible, beyond special.”

Mickelson and DeChambeau filled the other two cap-
tain’s picks announced by Furyk on Tuesday. The US cap-
tain will announce his final place on the defending champi-

ons’ team next week, with Tony Finau regarded as the
front-runner for the position. There had been little sus-
pense surrounding Furyk’s announcement.

Mickelson was always regarded as a likely pick for
what will be a record-breaking 12th Ryder Cup appear-
ance. The 48-year-old reminded Furyk of his quality with
a dazzling eight-under-par 63 in the final round of the Dell
Technologies Championship on Monday.

“To be able to play at that elite level for as long as he
has, to be that consistent for as long as he has is an
impressive feat,” Furyk said of Mickelson. “I’m excited to
have him on the team. He’s a veteran leader, knows the
inner workings of our team room and provides a spark. It’s
great to have him be a part of it.”

The United States will be chasing their first Ryder Cup
victory on European soil in 25 years when they face

Europe at Le Golf National in Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines
outside Paris.

Mickelson said ending that long US wait for a victory in
Europe was his prime motivation. “It’s obvious that the one
thing that has been missing over the years is for our team
to go over to Europe and win,” Mickelson said. “I’m very
excited about the team this year. We have some incredible
players, great leadership and a really special opportunity
to do something that we haven’t done in a long time.

“It’s a wonderful chance to do something that I haven’t
done in my career and would very much like to.”
DeChambeau, 24, had virtually guaranteed himself one of
the captain’s picks after storming to victory in the opening
two legs of the PGA Tour’s FedEx Cup playoff series, win-
ning the Northern Trust and Dell Technologies
Championship. — AFP
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LONDON: England boss Eddie Jones has told
Danny Cipriani that the troubled Gloucester star can
still rescue his international career. Cipriani made
his first England start for a decade in South Africa
earlier this year. But the fly-half was fined £2,000
($2,594) after admitting charges of common assault
and resisting arrest during his club’s pre-season
tour of Jersey. Cipriani was also sanctioned by the
Rugby Football Union.

Yet Jones insists the controversial player’s latest off-
field misdemeanour has not fatally damaged his
chances. “We never close the door on anyone.
Everyone makes mistakes. He was very contrite after-
wards, realised he’s done the wrong thing and we move
on from that now,” Jones told reporters yesterday.

“I think it’s been dealt with. He was punished by his
club, punished by whatever happened with the RFU.
He’s now back playing and we’ll look at him in terms of
how well he plays. “In South Africa, he worked well and
again at the August camp, he worked well and if he gets
an opportunity at the September camp, he’ll have
another opportunity to work well.”

Sale winger Chris Ashton could also make that train-
ing camp even though he cannot play for seven weeks

after being banned following his red card for a tip tack-
le in a pre-season friendly against Castres.

The latest disciplinary ban came just weeks after he
was recalled to the England set-up four years since his
last appearance. Asked if he was concerned by the sus-
pension, Jones said: “I think you’re always concerned
when players are not playing. Getting selected is about
playing and showing that you can play well for England.

“But having seen the incident, I thought it was a dif-
ficult situation. We want him to come back and we
want him to play well, so I’m just looking forward to
him playing well for Sale. “I’ve only had Ashton for
three days and he was absolutely fantastic, a good,
hard worker. Everything that people told me about him
was true. I couldn’t have been more pleased with him
at the camp.” — AFP
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WEST CONSHOHOCKEN: US Ryder Cup Team Captain Jim Furyk, left, welcomes Bryson DeChambeau along with Phil
Mickelson and Tiger Woods as the Captain’s Picks for the 2018 US team during a press conference at the Philadelphia
Marriott West on Tuesday in West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. — AFP

SYDNEY: Australian cricket is drawing up a cultural blueprint
in which players will pledge to uphold certain standards in a
move away from their win-at-all-costs mentality, according to
skipper Tim Paine.

The player charter is being developed in the wake of a
ball-tampering scandal in March that rocked the game and
cost captain Steve Smith and his deputy David Warner their
jobs. Coach Darren Lehmann also resigned amid criticism that
he allowed an attitude within the team to flourish that led to
the embarrassing episode.

Two reviews into the state of the game were set up in the
aftermath-one focusing on the culture within Cricket Australia
and the other into the team. Paine told the Sydney Morning
Herald Wednesday that he and new coach Justin Langer were
playing a central role in formalising a blueprint for players to
follow to ensure such scandals never happen again.

He said the new team charter, linked to the reviews, could
be in place ahead of their Test series against Pakistan in the
United Arab Emirates next month. “It’s going to be how we go
about it, how we want to be seen and what we are about,” he
said. “That’s really important. We are the lucky ones that get
to represent our country and pull on that baggy green cap,
which is a huge privilege.”—AFP
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